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*'Tb swAet to view the limpid waters <iaiiM» 
Ai o'er their pebbly bed tbej eag^r rush { 
Or in the sun's effulgence brightly glance, 
Ai through the mead meandering they gush i 
Now ringing forth rich music, now all hush. 
While song-birds chant the ever varied lay, 
From out the willow and o'erhanging bush t 
O, sweet it is to thread the bliihsome way, 

Clad in an angling guise, tq spend a happy day. 

** O, ever healthful is the mountain air, 
And ever pleasant is the verdant glade ; 
Tis sweet to wander through the greenwood, whera 
The sparkling current hath its passage made. 
I love, at times, the cooling stream to wade, 
Where brushwood dense a way will not allow ; 
1 love the arcning bowers, and sylvan shade, . 
And blossoms sweet that wave from many a bough. 

As cautiously adown the rippling path I go. 

** How meagre seems the world of business strife, 

Compared with pleasures which the angler knows { 

A scene of toil with disappointment rife. 

And scarce an hour of calm 

This lovely world is made i 

To him whose soul is wrap 

From manhood's prime, till 

His feelings all are bound ii 
And wealth at most he hoardi 
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PREFACE TO PART I. 



1 HI author of the followmg pages having been situated for a 
number of years where the necessity of some general inform- 
ation on the subject 
first conceived the ic 
of Walton's Complete 
ful perusal of its pagei 
that but little, compara 
given of the large vari< 
therefore concluded U 
and practice of the v 
thereon, and such in 
American books and 
very few could be ol 
woilu were searched 
were consulted, and 
■till there was a gene 
nature and habits of tl 
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em fishes, and it was fonnd a much more difficult matter thnn 
was at first imagined ; yet the necessity of the case seemed 
to invite a continoation of the task. With the object iu 
view of a small pocket edition, of 150 pages, the work was 
commenced and prosecuted under many difficulties ; but it 
was found that the field was vast and almost unlimited ; that 
compared with England, a work to embrace all the varieties 
of the subject in the United States, would require the labor 
of many years, and almost countless pages. The work there- 
fore has been restricted to the description of fishes most gen- 
erally angled for in the United States. The writer has endea- 
vored to give m plain language, and as far as could be ascer- 
tained, the modes adopted by the anglers and experienced 
authors of both hemispheres, leaving the amateur, in many 
cases, a selection of all, according to his own views, as occa- 
sion may require. 

To the friends who have assisted him, and to the authors 
f under many obligations for 
Qcfits derived. To those into 
1, he submits it as an humble 
iformation on an interesting 
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Ir every library of any magnita 
biatories of the tenants of the air, 
the " feathered King " that uta oi 
jettio hiUa, and emblemB oar glor 
dasB, also, which walk the earth, 
or oppose onr comfort and happi 
known," whose ante-delnvian orij 
Man has analyzed man ; and it l 
intricate machineiy of the greate 
well understood, yet eveiy day S4 
Tincing proofs that our knowledge 
The sciences of Phrenology, £' 
more latterly. Mesmerism, are df 
the learned and carious; and reg 
been considered as explored tothei 
mines of inexhaustible inquiry. 
Goldsmith, a Buffok, a LiNKiti 
own country has not been backwa 
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10 IHTRODUCTIOH. 

Mr. Audubon, bo well known to every American, has explor- 
ed the air, and opened to the world an enlarged and fiuthful 
picture of the feathered nongsters of the Western Hemisphere. 
His History of Qoadnipeds, also, promises for him a fiime 
eqnal to that accorded any who have preceded him in this 
department. 

Bat amidst all these researches, bat licde, comparatively 

speaking, has been done in the Natural History of Fishes. 

The boundless ocean, with its vast waters, and numberless 

tributaries, remains unexplored : and the feet, that scientific 

inquirers of all ages, have neglected to penetrate so &r into 

the philosophy of this branch of Nature's productions as into 

many other departments of her wonderful and deep-hidden 

mysteries, is certainly a source both of surprise and regreL 

The objects that continually present themselves in our 

ly invite the attention and awaken 

d creations of Nature. Hence we 

Msts, Insects; works on Botany, 

but as yet no standard treatise on 

I attending navigation, are by the 

ming daily less formidable; and 

-ly be tempted, thousands now are 

lity of Nature on the great deep, 

9d to study the natural history of 

sarly 400 species of fishes in the 
ountry, possessing as it does great 
uumot boast of a single treatise on 
iterest to the admirer of Nature. 
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The late Dr. Mitchell, of New-Tfork, together with GoTernor 
De Witt Clinton, have furiiished to the Literary and Philoao- 
phical Society of this city, a great amount of valuahle scientifio 
information on the natoral history of the Fishes of the State oi 
New-Yoi^. Dr. Smith, of Massachusetts, has written a very 
able work on the Fishes of his own State. Bat of the history 
of the fishes of onr boundless western rivers and lakes, but little 
IB known. The celebrated Bufibn has said, " that in America 
animated nature is weaker, less active, and more circumscrib- 
ed in the variety of its productions, than in the old world : 
that there is some combination of elements, and other physi- 
cal causes, something that opposes its amplification; that 
there are obstacles to their development, and perhaps to the 
formation of large germs ; and that even those which, from 
die kindly influences of another climate, have acquired their 
complete form and expansion, shrink and diminish under a 
niggardly air and unprolific land " ! ! How absurd and foolish 
a remark from a person whom knowledge, and that too of a 
great general character, should have taught better! One is 
almost tempted to believe that it is ♦^n««^ «"*»i» -^^^^ t» :- 
true, that at the time it was utten 
comparatively small, our institutions ** 
in &ct our country itself but little kn< 
proach, even were the fiicts as statec 
in taste: its fiilsity is too plain to nee 
The plan adopted by many of 01 
ordering geological surveys, bringin 
best talent of the country, is well cal 
science. As oar country gradually p 
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protperity, let tu also advance in the culture of the eciencea 
and arts; and although its age as a nation, will not admit oi 
aa great perfection in literary or scientiBc attainments as those 
of the old world, let there be no obstacles to the full devel- 
opment of its prolific power ; and we may then hopd that that 
day is not far distant, when the Natural History of America 
■ball be as thoroughly explored as that of the mother coon- 
try, giving valuable and important scientific information to 
the inquirer afbr knowledge as well as to the lover of 
aqnatio sportk 
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Anolino, from the earliest 
considered a source both of 
or old Izak,a8 he is more ft 
die Antiquity of Angling, g( 
sons of Adam, and the Book 
the first mention of fish-hoc 
mation, however, tee have < 
be dated as &r back as the 
Roman Emperor, is mentioi 
also, if we may credit histoi 
sport in epicurean style. ] 
tony and Cleopatra as using 
We know little, however, ( 
the year 1486, when a trea 
by a lady, celebrated at ti 
complishments, entitled "' 
an Angle, by Dame Julyam 
uery near St. Albans." Th 
be considered a curiosity, il 
ing quaint extract, in whi 
fishing over fowling: 

" The Angler atte the 1 
mery at his ease, a swete 
mede floures, that makyth 1 
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dyoof armony of fbwles ; he seeth the yongc swannes, hee- 
roDB, dackes, cotes, and many other fowles. wyth theyr 
brodes ; whyche me semyth better than alle the noyse of 
houndyn, the bUstes of homys, and the 8cr}''e of foolis, that 
banters, fawkeuers, and fowlers can make. And if the 
angler take fysshe ; surely, thenne, is there noo man merier 
than he is in his spyryte." 

Walton also makes mention of a Dr. Nowkll, Dean of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul's, and author of the present Church 
Catechism, who lived in the reign of Henry the Eighth. He 
is represented as a good man, a constant practiser of angling, 
and as employing the tenth part of his time in that sport In 
an ancient picture, (which would, by the way, be rather more 
cmious than the book aboye-mentioned) he is represented as 
leaning with one hand on a desk, holding a Bible, whilst at 
his side lie his lines, hook, and other tackle, with several kinds 
of rods ; underneath is written ** that he died in 1601, at the 
age of 95 years ; that age had neither dimmed his eyes nor 
weakened his memory ; and that Angling and Temperance 
were the causes of these blessings.'* Sir Henry Wotton, who 
lived about the same period says, '' 'twas an employment for 
his idle time, which was not then idly spent ; for Angling was 
after tedious study a rest to his mind; a cheerer of his spints; 
a diverter of sadness ; a calmer of unquiet thoughts ; a mode- 
rator of passions ; a procurer of contentedness." 

Joe Davors,* who wrote about the same time, nms prettily 
off in this style : 

**L6t ne live harmleMly ; and near the brink 
Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling place ; 

Where I may see my quiU or cork down sink, 
With eager bite of perch, or roach, or dace ; 

And on the world and my Creator think ; 
Whilst some men strive ill gotten goods t' embrace, 

* John Dennys, Esq., author of ** Secrets of Anting,'* A 0. 1619. 




Digitized by 



Google 



IKTRODUCTORT RKMARK8 OS AVOLIVS. JS 

And others spend their time in h«M excess 
Of wine, or worse, in war and wantonness. 

** Let them that list, these pastimes still purtoo^ ' 

And in such pleasing fancies feed their fill| 
Bo I the fields and meadows green may yiew. 

And daily by fresh rivers walk at will. 
Among the daisies and the violets blue, 

Red hyacinth, and yellow daffodil. 
Purple narcissus like the morning rays, 
Pale gander-grass, and azure culver-keys. 

* I count it higher pleasure to behold 

The stately compass of the lofty sky , 
And in the mist thereof, like burning gold. 

The flaming chariot of the world's great eye | 
The watery clouds that in the air up-roU'd, 

With sundry kinds of painted colors fly { 
And fair Aurora, lifting up her head, 
Still blushing, rise ft-om old Tithonus* bed. 

* The hills and mountains raised from the plalna, 

The plains extended level with the ground } 
The grounds divided into sundry veins. 

The veins enclosed with rivers running round | 
The rivers making way through nature's chains 

With headlong course into the sea profound { 
The raging sea, beneath the valleys low, 
Where lakes, and rills, and rivulets do flow. 

** The lofty woods, the forests wide and long, 
Adorn'd with leaves and branches ftesh and g ret i^ 

In whose rold bowers the birds with many a song^ 
Do welcome with their choir the Summer's queen | 

The meadows fair, where Flora's g***- — "^ — 
Are Intermix'd with verdant grai 

The silver scaled fish that softly sf 

Within the sweet brook's chrystal 

** All these, and many more of His 
That made the heavens, the Ang 
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Taking therein no little delectation. 
To think how ttranfe, how wondrrftil they be | 

Framinf thereof an inward oootempUtion 
To aet hie heart from other flmciea free : 

And whilst he looks on these with JojrAil eye, 

Hb mind Li wrapt above the starry sky.** 

If Angling can give birth to such pleasant and wholesome 
thoughts as these, who will deny that it is an employment 
both profitable and amusing 7 

Walto!* further says, that " it is the contemplative man's 
recreation ; for it is eminently calculated to still the stormy 
passions of the breast, and lead to the calm and tranquil 
pleasures ainsing from frequent meditation of the beauties of 
nature." What more powerful argument can the Angler have 
in justification of this amusement 7 Volumes could not have 
said more. 

Sir Humphrey Davt remarks: ** For my health, I may 
thank mv ancestors, after my Grod : and I have not squander- 
idly given : and though I do not 
iarch Walton, to number ninety 
»pe as long as I can enjoy a vernal 
)f the sunbeams, still to haunt the 
iple uf our late venerable friend, 
I Academy,* with whom I have 
t, and enjoyed a delightful day of 
nt, by the bright clear streams of 

;y said, in reply to a person anx- 
of one of his great philosophical 
finished as soon as the fly-fishing 
tly considering this diversion of 
e mental efforts that have render- 
al. 

jamin West. 
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Gat, Thompson, John Tobin, 8. T. Colkridok, Pro- 
feisor Wilson, Sir Waltku Scott, and Sir Francis Chan- 
try, were all ardent disciples of Walton; and Admiral Lord 
Nelson was so passionately fond of the sport, that he fished 
with his left hand a long time after he had lost his right. 

Benjamin West, who enjoyed many a day's sport with 
Sir Humphrey Davy, was an American Painter ; and to come 
down to our own day, Ht. Inman, one of the best American 
Painters living, now on a visit to Europe, divides his time 
partly in painting the portraits of the nobles of England, and 
partly in the noble sport of trout and salmon fishing, in the 
beautiful lakes and rivers of Scotland. 

Daniel Webster finds relief, after a tedious winter's 
session of Congress, in angling for salmon in the Kennebec, 
and for trout in the various streams of Massachusetts. It is 
said, moreover, that this distinguished statesman is quite as 
much at home in prepar 
the halls of legislation 
BuREN is acknowledged 
for pickereU as in the ci 

Many other names c 

Oft have tried wil 
To tempt the teni 



could be added to this lifl 
regard by all classes of 
observant reader will dr 
When, however, we 
our country, its many bei 
the finny tribe abound, 
glers, when compared ^ 
small. But the fact is, ( 
the mi\jority of the Ame 
** getting rich," that the 
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•olid pleasures of this life, until, b j the fiidgaes and perplexi 
ties of business, they are better fitted for the gtave, than for 
any proper and healthy recreation. 

An eminent divine and sound philosopher of this city, in 
a discourse a short time since, renuurking on the habits of the 
people of this country, said: "that they always seemed to bo 
in a state of perpetual excitement— one continual hurry and 
bustle ; and that it would not be surprising to him to see half 
of the population of New-York fisdldown in its streets in epi- 
leptic fits; and that chroiuc diseases, in most cases caused by 
excessive mental excitement, close implication, and want of 
air and proper exercise, were fearfiilly on the increase/' 

Walton says, *' And for you, that have heard many grave 
and serious men pity anglers, let me teU yon sir, there be 
many men that are by others taken to be serious and grave 
men, which we contemn and pity. Men that are taken to be 
grave because nature hath made them of a sour complexion — 
money-getting men — ^men that spend aU their time firtt in 
getting, and next in anxious care to keep it — men that are 
condemned to be rich, and then always busy or discontented ; 
for these poor rich men, we anglers pily them perfectly, and 
stand in no need to borrow their thoughts to think ourselves 
so happy." No, troth, we should be very sorry to borrow 
anything from pecsons of this stamp, much less their thoughts, 
the poorestnhings probably by fiir in their possession. Good 
Isaac, verily thou didst know human nature ! 

It is true, as Walton has remarked, that many have ridi- 
culed this noble science and pitied its followers ; but let those 
whose extreme and somewhat morbid sensibilities have ren- 
dered them blind to the beauties of nature, remember that he 
" who went about doing good," chose a number of his apostles 
from among fishermen, and considered them worthy objects 
of his confidence and love. 

It seems, in fine, a work of supererogation to attempt to 
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justify this agreeable pastinie, after the expressed opinions of 
so many learned and distinguished men of every age ; and let 
us ask the reader if there is any recreation at once bo harm- 
less, and with which so many happy associations are blended 
— ^which combines so many rational inducements to health 
and true enjoyment, as Angling. 

«« Adiea ! ye iports of NoiM ud ToU 
That Crowds in lonaeleM ttrife embroil ; 
The Jockey*! Mirth, the Huntaman't Train, 
Debauch of Health, and waste of Gain, 
More mild Delight my Life employ, 
The ANGLER'S onezpensiye Joy. 
Here I can iweeten Fortune's Frowns, 
Nor envy Kings the Bliss of Crowns." 

BaooKXS ON Amglino, 1766. 
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CHAPTER I. 
ON THE MATERIALS USED IN ANGLING. 



•• My rod and mj line, my float and my lead, 

My hook and my plummet, my whetstone and knife. 
My basket, my baits, both livinf and dead. 

My net, and my meat, for that is my chief, 
Then I most hare thread, and hairs preen and small. 
With mine ' Anting Purse *— and so you hare alL" 

Waltow. 
' You must hare all these, and twice as many more, with which, if 
* -tore yourself — ^Idbx. 



. a^u^ 



ecome a successful Angler, to 
f tackle ; and as many Anglers 
their own materials, it will not 
list of the articles which con- 
5r*s establishment. Therefore, 
self with the following articles : 
>r both bait and fly-fishing ; rods 
Iso for bridge fishing and troll- 
ies. 

, twisted and platted, silk-worm 
If flax lines for trolling or sea 

and large, for light or heavy 
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Hookt of various patterns, from No. to 12, on silk-worm 
gilt, hair, gimp or wire, snap-hooks for trolling, hooks on 
hemp lines, &c., loose hooks of all sizes. 

Floati of quill, cork, or wood, of various sizes. 

Sinkerif plaiu, swivel and hollow, for sea, middle or bot- 
tom fishing, split shot, and swivels for fly-fishing. 

Leaders of hair, gut or grass, of various lengths, loose gut 
for making or repairii 
or wire for pickerel t 

Squids of pearl, i 
trolling, artificial fliei 
shrimp, &c. 

DUgorgers of vai 
bait and landing nets, 

A Book containing 
containing a variety ( 
gold thread, shoemal 
tackle. 

A pair of plyers, i 
and a file for sharpen 



There is probably 
gler looks with so mi 
like the fowler*s gun. 
they are always the 
kinds of woods, and c 
cies of Angling. The 
England, and made o 
adapted to our modes 
into disuse. America 
provements in the an 
now turn out rods t 
finish, cannot be surp 



Digitized by 



Google 



m^^ 



£^ fi 



22 BODf. 

of all Anglers, from the single fermled rod for the novice, at 
the cost of from $2 to $5, to the more expensive one of the 
scientific Angler, varymg fi!t>m $5 to $50. Those now in ge- 
neral use are made either from ash, bamboo, Calcutta reed, 
or lance wood. The three former woods are preferred by 
good Anglers ; the latter wood is objected to on account of 
its weight, and as it is the main object of the sportsman to 
have his tackle as light as strength and durability will permit, 
this description is seldom used. There are three requisites 
for all good rods, viz. strength, lightness and pliability; and' it 
is absolutely necessary that the wood should be of such a na- 
ture as to admit of a unitbrm flexibility from butt to top. 

Bods for salmon are usually from 18 to 20 feet in length, 
the butt made of well seasoned maple, the second and third 
joints of ash, and the fourth joint, or top, of lanct? wood ; and 
if for fly-fishing, the top should be in three pieces, neatly 
spliced, say in equal proportions of lance wood, bamboo, and 
whalebone. 

For striped, or black bass, and pickerel, a rod from 12 to 
15 feet in length is used ; the butt of ash, the second and 
third joints of ash or bamboo, (this latter wood is preferred by 
many Anglers on account of its lightness and toughness, and 
if it can be procured, is quite as good qs the best ash,) the 
last joint, or top, of lance wood. The Calcutta reed also 
makes a very good rod, when it can be had of a regular taper, 
and free from worm-holes, or other imperfections, and is used 
mounted with rings, in its natural state, or cut up into joints, 
and ferruled. Some country Anglers prefer these rods iu 
their rough state, and will send many miles to procure them. 
Those of the city sportsmen, also, who have their regular 
fishing grounds, provide an extra rod of this description, 
illy leave at the tavern where they stop. 
I, and if kept in a proper manner, will save 
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the Angler much trouble ; as, in case of accident, his rod n 
always at the place of destination. 

The rods used for Trout are from 12 to 16 feet in length ; 
the butt of maple, the second and third joints of ash or lance 
wood, and the last joint, or top, of lance wood, for bait ; if for 
fly-fishing, of spliced lance wood, bamboo, and whale-bone, 
similar to the salmon rod: in fact, a trout rod may be called 
a small salmon rod, and is very often used for the same pur- 
pose. 

The general rod is very useful in travelling where the 
Angler expects a variety of sport. It is composed of various 
kinds of woods, with a hollow butt, commonly of maple, and 
is made to contain several spare tops, of diflerent sizes, by 
which it can be altered to suit any kind of fishing. 

The walking-cane rod, if well made, is also a very useful 
article for travelling, or where the Ansler does not wish his 
business or profession 
into another, and the 
similar to the walking 
trout, perch, or any 1 
heavy fishing, as it ca 
strong. Heavy rods h 
but they are large, and 
ordinary jointed rod. 

The true Angler sfa 
each kind of fishing, 
tioned are for sale at t] 
put up in compact fon 
or neat leather cases. 

The Angler will th 
a rod of any descriptic 
perfectly straight, tight 
ual tapering from butt 
its parts. 
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REELS. 

Many old-feshioned Anglers think that this isasaperflnous 
article in the equipment of a sportsman ; but to any one who 
has used it, it is almost as indispensable as the rod itself. The 
main object of the reel is to give the fish a sufficient quantity 
of line to tire itself, and consequently aflfords more sport than 
could be obtained by the rod alone. By means also of this 
valuable accessory, fish of almost incredible weight, may be 
captured where the rod would prove utterly useless. 

They are generally made of brass or German silver, and 
are of two kinds, simple and compound, or plain and multi- 
plying. Those used for trout, perch, or any kind of light 
fishing, are mostly imported from England, and hold firom 20 
to 50 yards of line. The nugority of good Anglers prefer a 
multiplying reel, because they can wind up much faster, and 
consequently enjoy more sport in the same length of time; 
some prefer the plain reel on account of its simplicity, and 
object to the multiplier on opposite grounds, and also reason 
that ymih n hf»Aw fis>i. th« ivhA^lg of the multiplier are apt to 

r pressure. This may apply 
It not to those of American 
entirely superseded the fo- 
, of artificial baits, all articles 
re equal, if not superior, to 
^ler can procure the Ameri- 
any thing else. 
non fishing, are manufactur- 
l are calculated to hold from 
rhey are made of the besi 
Iver, with balance handles, 
steel bushings. They run 
possible noise, and when in 
scientific Angler. 
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LINES. 

Lines are made of silk, silk and hair, gut, India grass, flax, 
hemp, and cotton. They vary in size and length— coming 
from the size of a hair to that of a quarter of an inch, and 
in some cases even thicker, and being from 12 to 200 yards 
long. 

A line for trout, should be either of silk, silk and hair, 
India grass, or fine flax; the most common one in use, how- 
ever, for this fish, is the India grass, wrhich is to be had in 
lengths of from 12 to 20 yards, and of various sizes. The. 
sUk plaitted line has an extensive reputation in England for 
this species of angling, as also that of twisted silk and hair. 
They are expensive, but considered by far the best for trout 
and salmon fishing. 

For Balmon, lake pickerel, black or striped bass, the lines 
in general use are made of flax, hemp, grass, silk, or hair, all 
of which can be obtained in lengths of from 50 to 200 yards. 

The cotton and hemp lines (50 to 100 yards long) are used 
in troUing for blue fish, bass, pickerel, or any kind of sea 
fish. 

The size and length of a line should always vary in pro- 
portion to the sport anticipated. For instance, you (»nnot 
have too light a line in clear trout streams, provided it is 
strong enough to take your fish; and the same rule may also 
apply to striped bass, salmon, and other timid fish. On the 
subject of lines generally, much mc 
and judgment of the sportsman. 

HOOKS. 

There is no article of tackle of s 
Angler, and concerning which such 
as the Hook, 
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The most common Hook in use in thu countiy ia the 
•' Kirbyt " which the reader will perceive is not included iu 
either of the plates, for the reason, that until a few years 
since, it has been the only ^ind in use, and consequentlj 
its shape and construction are well known to every sports- 
man. The sizes and numbers are similar to the *' Lim- 
erick," so that a person wishing to procure a Kirby Hook, 
can do so by giving the number of the Limerick pattern. 
These hooks derive their name from one Kirby, who first 
made them, according to instructions given him by Prince 
Rupert, a member of the Royal Society of London. They 
vary materially in shape, being more or less kirif^d* or bent ; 
high or low in the point ; with long or short shanks, some 
marked, and others flatted. Those with flatted shanks are 
used in taking salt water fish only — such as black-fish, por- 
gies, eels, flounders, &c., where a hemp line is attached. 
Those with marked or indented shanks are tied to gut, hair, 
kd are used in all kinds of fresh 
many cheap hooks of the Kirby 
sold in this country, t Within a 
ity, made in Germany, has been 
I large quantities to the country 
quality may always be tested (as 
lerely sticking the barb into a pine 
tely ; it will be found as brittle as 
oper to state here, that one of the 
>k has gone into comparative dis- 
k, for^fitf JUkingi is far superior, 
seded them ; although the former, 

iliarity in all Kirby hooks, derived (^om 

orted, and labelled ** man^faetmred ex- 
et," which are absolutely unfit for any 
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when of fine quality, are still preferred by many adentifio 
Anglers. 

Plate No. 1, represents the best pattern oi Limerick hook 
now in use. They are, as the reader will perceive, perfectly 
straight, without the slightest* kirb or bend, the point and 
barb delicately finished, and the hook neatly japanned black, 
to prevent corrosion. Its great superionty, over any other 
book, consists in its perfect adaptation to artificial fly-fishing ; 
in fact, it is rarely the case that any other hook is osed for 
that purpose. They were originally invented and made by 
one O'Shaughnessy, of Limerick. Sir Humpbrit Davt, in 
his " Salmonia" says : " I never use any hooks for salmon 
fishing, except those I am sure have been made by 
O'Shaughnessy, of Limerick."t He also gives the following 
method of tempering hooks : " It is requisite that the iron be 
pure and malleable, such as is procured from old horse-shoe 
nails, which we believe to be generally mode from Swedish 
iron. This should be cemented with charcoal into good soft 
steel, and that into wires of difierent sizes." The original 
O'Shaughnessy hook thus highly spoken of, is not made of 
wire like the ordinary hook, but is forged and hammered into 
shape from the rough steel, which gives an opportunity of 
varying the form, and of throwing proper strength into those 
parts of the hook which most requir< 
age, it will be remembered, cannot 
nary wire hooks. Their general suf 
consists in their excellence of tempe; 
shape of the bend, and position of str 

* Some Anglers prefer the Limerick itl 
easily done by subjecting them to a moders 
die, mnd bending them with a pair of plyers 

t Proftfisor Ronnie objects to Davy's op 
hooks were made at that time, but good i 
London and Birmingham. 
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O^Shaaghneisy hooks in Limerick, vaiy firom one-eiid-aix- 
pence to four shillings sterling per dozen, and when the cost 
of importation is added thereto, it will be foond that they are 
rather expensive. The style and shape of the best Lhnerick 
hook described in Plate No. 1, when well made, and properly 
tempered, however, give satisfaction to the migority of 
Anglers. 

Those marked " Ltmeriek Trout ** are in general nse for 
trout or perch; and 

Those marked " Limerick Salmon" for pickerell, bass, 
weak-fish, salmon, or salmon trout. 

The hooks designated in Plate No. 2, as nnmbers 1 and 
2, are the kinds used for black-fish, eels, and flounders. 
N amber 1 represents the ordinary round bent black-fish 
hook, and number 2 the Virginia hook. This latter was 
originally made to suit the fishing south of the Delaware, 
and is highly esteemed in that region of country, where it 
finds a large and ready sale. The numbers are the same at 
those of the Limerick pattern. 

No. 3 represents the *' Aberdeen " pattern, which ia 
made of small blued steel wire, with a perfectly round bend, 
low point and long shank. It is used by some Anglers for 
weak-fish, trout, salmon, and salmon trout. 

Nos. 4 and 5 are correct drawings of the " PickereU 
Spring Snap Hook" which the reader wUl notice consists of 
three hooks. The small hook, used for the bait, is placed at 
the top, whilst the two larger ones, made of spring steel, are 
lower down, and slide in a groove. No. 5 thowt the hook 
at re9t. The exertions used by the fish, when finding him- 
self caught, will naturally cause him to run, (if it may be so 
called,) and in so doing he pulls the hooks down, and thus 
springs them, securing him more safely than could be done 
with a common hook. No. 4 presents the hook in a state of 
fiction, and one too, it would appear, rather uncomfortable to 
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the member of the ** finny fannly.** This hook is mach used 
in Eorope, and produces good sport. 

The ringle pickerell hook is numbered 6, on Plate 2, and 
is a stout hook, either bent or straight. 

The double pickerell hook is numbered 7 on the seme 
plate, and is made of a single piece of wire, similar to the 
last It has been found necessary, from the great voracity of 
this fish, to attach twisted brass wire, or gimp, instead of gut 
or line, to the hook used in angling for them. 

The weak trout hook, which is a superior quality of Kirby, 
made of slim wire, with a long shank, similar to the Aber 
deen, will be found an excellent hook for trout, salmon, or 
bass. 

Since the establishment of a manufactory of hooks in this 
country, the Angler can gratify his own taste in selection, but 
he must bear in mind that a great portion of his success de- 
pends upon the quality of these small articles of his equip- 
ment, and he should therefore take particular care to choose 
those that are well tempered. Let him test every hook be- 
fore attaching it to his line, and see that the barb and point 
are perfect and sharp. A small file will be found convenient 
for this latter purpose. 

SINKERS, DIPSIES, OR LEADS, AND SWIVELS, &c 

These articles of tackle are believed to be peculiar to this 
country — ^no mention of them being made in English works 
on Angling, split shot and ^"n-*" i^^^"" "-^^ i« ♦i.«,:« .«<^»^ 

There are three kinds 
Sinkert. 

The first of these, the 
brass wire loops at each 
quarter of an ounce in w< 
that of one or two poundc 
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The Slide Sinker, is nothing nxyre or less than a thick 
lead tiibe, slightly rounded at each end. It is used princi- 
pally in bottom fishing ; the object of the tube being to allow 
the line to pass through at the least motion of the fish, which 
is thus inmiediately felt It is considered much better than 
the old plan, where the fish moves the weight of the sinker, 
before the Angler has notice of his luck. 

The Stnvel Sinker is decidedly the beet in use ibr any 
kind of fishing, and is made similar to the Plain, with the ex- 
ception of the swivels at each end, instead of the plain sta- 
tionary loops. This arrangement gives the double advantage, 
both of " ipinning " the bait in trolling, and of preventing 
the line from twisting, and consequent entanglement of the 
leaders, hooks, &c. 

Split Shot are used almost universally for trout fishing. 
They should be quite small, and where greater weight is ne- 
cessary, should be used in larger numbers rather than of 
large size, as these latter make much noise when the line is 
thrown, and are apt to frighten the fish. 

Swivel* are used for '' spinning '* bait, and for preventing 
entanglement of the line. They are placed in various parts 
of the tackle, but usually on the gut-length, or leader, and 
should be a necessary appendage to the equipment 

Should this chapter prove rather heavy for the patience of 
the reader, it is to be hoped that the buoyancy of the next 
may enable him to recover his equilibrium. 

FLOATS. 

Floats are made of quills, cork, and red cedar, of variooa 
sizes, adapted to the current of water, or the peculiar descrip- 
tion of angling, and are of two shapes, egg and oblong. 

The Boat used for trout is generally made of quills or 
cork, and cannot be too light for fishing in clear streams ; 
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where the carrent is strong or water muddy, a larger float 
may be used without inconveniexice. 

For bais, pickerell, or saknon, there are two kinds of 
floats employed, the cork, and that made of hollow red cedar, 
which are made of difierent sizes, varying from three to eight 
inches in length, and of neat proportions. Those'of red cedar 
are very light, and much preferred in angling for bass and 
weak-fish, in the vicinity of New-York. 

SILK-WORM GUT, LEADERS, &c. 

This extraordinary substance is comparatively little 
known, except among dealers and scientific anglers. It is 
manufactured in large quantities in Spain, and sent thence to 
London, Edinburgh, and the United States.* It is a source 
of much surprise, and by many viewed as incredible, that this 
gut is taken from the silk-worra, at the tone when it is about 
to spin. The size of the gut varies according to the capacity 
of the worm, some strands being as small as a fine hair, while 
others are as thick as the 1-32 part ot' an inch. It is a beauti- 
ful, semi-transparent substance, and is in strands of from 
twelve to twenty inches in length, but usually not exceeding 
fifteen inches. When used by the Angler, it becomes quite 
soft and pliable, but at the same time extremely strong and 
durable. It is almost imperceptible in the water, and if of 

* Inferior qualiUea of this article are manufactored in China and Italj, 
bat the best in iinported from MiooMtf in Spain. No mention is made 
of its ever having been sucoeufulljr mantifkc^urAd in anv Athnr «nnntrv 
Ifr. Durand, of Jersej-City, opposite New-' 
come m few years ago, bat the strands were ( 
tkil to Che Angler. Latterly, however, an en 
Mune neighborhood, has had still better succ 
laoet equal to the Spanish. He is still ezpei 
muccced to Jiis entire satisfaction. 
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good quality, and carefully used, will outlast anything of the 
kind which can be procured. 

It ia uBed singly, twisted, and plaitted for lines, leaders or 
snells, for hooks. The smallest sizes are used for trout, and 
the larger, when of superior quality, are highly esteemed 
and in great demand for salmon or bass. 

Leader§ are made from the above-mentioned article, 
twisted horse-hair, and India grass, and should always be as 
light as possible. 

LANDING AND BAIT-NETS, GAFF-HOOKS, AND 
CLEARING-RINGS. 

In the pleasure of anticipation, the enthusiastic fisherman 
is very apt to forget many little things which are very im- 
portant items in the success of his day's sport ; among these 
are the articles enumerated above. 

nary use is made of linen twine, 
. diameter, and about two feet in 
^-eighths of an inch, and is at- 
of iron or brass. The latter ma- 
e purpose, for the reason that it 
lereas with almost every precau- 
prevented from acting on the 
90 made of stout hickory or aph, 
length. A very convenient form 
i which occupies about half the 
The ring or hoop is composed of 
fciich it is folded into a very port- 
his contrivance, in order to carry 
^economizing inventor, is made 
nto each other like a telescope. 
Sports,'' calls it, " a notMowed^ 
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The Bait-Net is made in a similar manner to the Landing; 
bnt of small size, for shrimp, minnows, spearing, or like fish. 
It should be about twelve inches in diameter by eighteen 
inches deep, with a quarter inch mesh. 

The Oaf-Hook is found to be very important in securing 
large fish after their strength is expended, and where the 
landing-net cannot be.used. The hook is usually about four 
inches in length, with or without a barb ; but as the latter is 
the more safe hook of the two, it is preferred. The handle 
should be of hickory or ash, and from five to six feet in length 

The Clearing-Ring is a useful article to the Angler in 
difficulty f (for he is not wholly infidlible, and will occasionally 
have some trouble,) and as Walton says the fisher should be 
patient and not swear, his disciples, to prevent any thing of 
the kind, should avail themselves of this valuable implement 
The most simple and useful is made of iron, or stout lead, and 
is in the form of a ring c ' ' ' 
and about three inches 
similar to that in the i 
tached to a stout line, al 
and when needed is ope 
down as a messenger. 
tiie name, the use to wl 
very serviceable in rei 
Angler may encounter i 
be well to observe here 
tns should only be used 
spoken of by Walton. 

This brings us to the 
gler's equipment, whicli 
milDUtiss of explanation, 
more interesting, or at 
instmctions. 
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Thk most common Bait lued in this country for ensnaring 
almost all varieties of the finny tribe that inhabit fresh water, 
is the common earth-worm, or, as it is called, dew-worm, 
dug-worm, and the angle-worm; which latter, from its unireiv 
sal use in angling, would be the most proper name. It can 
generally be obtained by digging a foot or two in the ground, 
except in sandy soils, which produce clear streams, and 
where the fly will be found the better bait Another method, 
recommended by Blaine, is '' to walk cautiously over close 
cut lawns, or clean fed meadows, with a candle or lantern, 
during the night If the weather be moist, and the search be 
conducted with a very light tread, almost any quantity may 
be procured ; for as they are blind, it is not the light but the 
motion which disturbs them.*' When they are not wanted 
for immediate use, a good plan is, to wet some straw, or hay, 
and lay it on the ground for a few days, by which means they 
will be brought to the top, and can be easily gathered. Ad> 
other, and a more expeditious plan, practised by Walton, and 
others, is to take the green leaves of the walnut-tree, and 
squeeze the juice into fresh or salt water, and pour it on the 
ground, which will make them rise in a very short time. 

The common IVhite Orub' Worm, is also a very good bait, 
and will often take trout when all others have failed. They 
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can be procured in the Spring o' 
ed trees, foliage, Btomps, &c., am 
ground. 

The Oreuthopper ib an exc 
seasoni and is approved by all i 

The Minnow, that beautifol 
among all English sportsmen, is 
under a variety of names, and n 
or salmon bait 

The trout or salmon Spawn^ 
the best trout bait in the world ; 
glers in Europe deem it unwort] 

WaspSf BeetleSf Fliety Catc, 
other insects, also make very gc 

The Frogf used whole or in 
for pickerell. The hind legs, w" 
leaves them perfectly white, is ] 

The Shiner or MuUety the 
small fish, is acceptable to this 
Angler's toiL 

For salt water angling, the 81 
water, takes its place as the bes 
with all anglers for striped bass 

The Sheddet'Crab, when it 
morsel and a most killing bait io 
largest fish being taken with it. 

The Soft-Shell Clam, whei 
makes a very good bait for blacl 
of sea fish. 

These are the only kinds of 
others are occasionally used, bu 

* la the •ununer of 1843, Locusts w 
the Hudroii riTer, opposite Hoboken, « 
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notice. The Angler, lo insure successi should always take a 
▼ariety of baits: as the fish, like the fisher, in his tastes is 
often hard to please. 



In addition to the abovementioned baits, the following, 
taken firom " Hofland's Angler's Manual," and used with 
much success in England, may be found useful to the Angler. 

The Marsh' Worm^ is smaller than the dew-worm, and of 
a paler color, with a broad flat tail. It is an excellent bait for 
trout, when well scoured, and two of them may be used on 
a hook. 

The Brandlinf^f is streaked from head to tail in round 
ringlets, alternately red and yellow, and is found in old dung- 
hills, but chiefly where various kinds of dung are mixed to- 
gether, and in decayed tanners* bark. It is considered a fine 
bait for trout, perch, or eels. 

The Little Gilt-Tail, or Tag- Worm, is of a pale yellow 
like the dung-hill red-worm, 

rm is small, and of a bright red. 
I, in decayed tanners* bark, and 
d is highly spoken of for almost 

^'Headed Red- Worm, is found 
e parts dried in the fields, but 
is also found under stones in 
d trout worm. 

B universal bait, and will take 
kve salmon and pike. It is a 

id Straw' Worm, are found in 
irers, small brooks, and even 
sh grub, with a reddish head, 
r husk of straw, bark, bits of 
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roflhes, particleB of gravel, &c., and with this covering to 
shelter it, is enabled, by protruding its head, to creep on the 
bottom of the stream where it is found. There is another 
similar kind, of several varieties, called the straw-worm, 
which produce different sorts of flies. They are all excellent 
bait for trout 

The Cow-Dungf Boh, or Clap-Bait, is found in the fields, 
and old pastures, under cow-dung, from April to September. 
It is something larger than the gentle, has a reddish head, 
and is a capital bait for trout. They may be preserved m a 
tin box, with a little of the earth from which they were taken 

The Dock Orub, is a large white grub, a reddish head, 
and is found in the root of the conmion water-dock from April 
to June. A killing bait for trout, by dropping into a gentle 
stream, or a still deep hole. 

The Oak Orub is a small green caterpillar, and may be 
procured in the months of June, July, and August, by shaking 
the branches of an oak tree over a sheet or table-cloth. They 
should be preserved in a larse tin box. with a few of the oak 
leaves in it A mo 

Bobt, These a 
and Autumn; they 
red heads — are go< 

The Ash Orub, 
when filled, and ^ 
ground; also in the 
are very tender, re 
for trout. 

The m^ority oi 
sinular locations i 
months as in EngU 
and possibly as tei 

How to Mcour 
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Booaring and preserving worms, is little practised in this 
country among Anglers generally ; bat as the method is very 
simple, it should be followed by all sportsmen, on account of 
the increased activity, brightness, and toughness it gives to 
this favorite bait A variety of modes are recommended by 
different writers. The best method is to take a quantity of 
moss, which can rdadily be procured in any part of the coun- 
try, wash it well, and squeeze it till nearly dry, after which 
place it in an earthem pot together with your worms. A few 
days will be sufficient to make them thoroughly scom'ed, and 
fit for use. They can be preserved in the same manner for a 
number of weeks, by changing and washing the moss every 
three or four days. Should any of them be found sickly or 
dead, they should be immediately removed, or they will 
eventually destroy the others. 



£u<^ 



The mode of baiting hooks with toorme, — " To bait with 

single worm, enter the point of the hook a little below the 

lead, threading it carefully, without breaking or bruising it, 

to within a quarter of an inch of the tail ; the shank of the 

hook must be well covered with the worm." 

'* To bait with two worms on a hook, enter your hook at 
the head of the first worm, and bring it out at the middle, and 
then draw it over the arming* of your hook on the line, then 
enter the hook at the middle of the second worm,- and bring 
it up to within one quarter of an inch of the head ; draw down 
the first worm dU it meet the second, and your bait will then 
travel freely on the bottom." 

Another mode of baiting with a single worm, is to enter 

the point of the hook at the head, and bring it carefully down 

of an inch of the tail ; and if th> worm be 



where the hook u tied or whipped on 
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very large, part of it may be drawn above the arming of the 
hook on to the line. — Hofiand. 

** To bait foith a brandling. The point of your hook is 
to be put in at the very tag of his tail, and run up his body 
quite over all the arming, and stiU stripped on an inch at 
least upon the gut, the head and remaining part hanging 
downward. 

" T%e Orubi are to be baited thue : It will be necessary 
to wrap on a piece of stiff hair or gut, with your arming, 
leaving it standing out about a straw's breadth at the end of 
your hook. The hook is to be put in under the head or chaps 
of the bait, and guided down the middle of the belly, without 
suffering it to peep out of the way, (for then the ash-grub, 
especially, wiU issue out water and milk till nothing but the 
skin shall remain, and the bend of the hook shall appear black 

thr ough it,) till the poi?»* "^ vnnr Vinftlc p.nmA an Innr thut tliA 

head of your bait may i 
stand out to hold it, by 
self, neither will the f( 
out upon any mistake, 
" The Cadit may t 
getber, and is sometii 
worm, and sometimes 
the hook, but is alwa> 
especially,) -with the 1 
bait for trout."— Cott<^ 

OF P 

Pastes are considei 
taking carp, chub, dace 
been tried with sucresi 
The following will ta 
in many cases more th 
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Salmon Roe, Barker, aaUior of a work on angling, was 
the first to discover this most tempting bait. In a letter to a 
** noble lord," he says: *^ I have an experience of late which 
yovL may angle with, and take great store of this kind of fish. 
First, it is the best bait that I have seen in all my time ; and 
will take great store, and not fiiil, if they be there. Secondly, 
it is a special bait for dace, or dare, good for chub, or bottlin, 
or grayling. The bait is the roe of a salmon or tront ;* if it 
be a large trout, that the spawns be any thing great, yon 
must angle for the trout with this as you angle with the 
brandling, taking a pair of scissors, and cut as much as a large 
hazel nut, and bait your hook, so fell to your sport; there is 
no doubt of pleasure. If I had known it but twenty years 
ago, I would have gained a hundred pounds only with that 
bait. I am bound in duty to divulge it to your honor, and 
not carry it to my grave with me. I do desire that men of 
quality should have it that delight in that pleasure. The 
greedy Angler will murmur at me, but for that I care not.*' 

Blaine gives the following most approved method of pr». 

mmnnna tliia arMiivn. 

sed in water, as hot as the 
ced fipom membranous films, 
cold water, and hung up to 
put to it two ounces of rock 
mce of salt-petre, and again 
ow spread it on a dish, and 
I the sun, and when it be- 
Duld, however, recommend 
IS, but that it be divided in 
me melted suet, by which 
ben wanted, instead of dia 

} Times,** says he hac used thu 
ito Mountains, New-Hampshire, 
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torbing the general store. It forms an additional secnrity to 
cover each over with a moistened skin or bladder. To bait, 
first put on the hook (which should be sized according to the 
fish intended to be tried for) a mass which shall fill np the 
hollow of the bend and hide the steel. On the point, put two 
or more firm large grains, both to conceal the snare and tempt 
the fish." 

Shrimp Pa$te is used by some Anglers for perch, and is 
prepared and used in a similar manner to the salmon roe 
paste. 

Cheese Patie is a fiivorite with some Anglers. It is made 
of either old or new cheese, grated, and worked into a paste 
with a little batter and safiron, and also with stale bread if 
the cheese be new, and new bread if the cheese be stale. 

Stoeet PastCf is made by mixing a proportion of bread and 
honey together, until they become thoroughly incorporated, 
and of sufiBcient tenacity to remain well on the hook. When 
honey cannot be procured, white sugar, made into a syrup, 
or molasses, will be found equally good. 

Bread Paste, The following simple method is recom- 
mended by Hofland. Take the inside of a French roll, or a 
piece of fine white bread, nearly new, soak it a few seconds 
in water, then squeeze from it with very clean hands^ knead 
it, and work it patiently tiU it becomes a perfect, smooth, and 
compact paste. 

Pastes are sometimes colored, to give them the appearance 
of fish spawn. For this purpose, t " 
safiron or turmeric, and for a reddi 

Wkeatf Rye J Barley t and other 
used for taking small fish of vari< 
They should be soaked in water, oi 
The Angler will find them useful ii 
spearing, and other small fry for bs 

Graves or Tallow-Chandlers^ 
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English writen on angling highly approve of this bait fur 
barbel, roach, dace, chub, and eeU. As it can be easily 
procured, and may prove a good bait for some varieties of 
our own fish, we conclade our Chapter on Baits, by giving 
Blaine and Hofland's manner of preparing it Blaine says : 
** To prepare them, break a sufficient quantity, over which 
first pour some cold water, and let it stand by all night : in 
the next morning, pour ofi* the cold, and in lieu of it pour 
some warm, but not very hot water ; after this has stood an 
hour or two, the parts of the greaves will separate, fipom 
which choose as baits the largest, whitest, and most connect- 
ed pieces, which cover with leaves, or wrap in a moist cloth 
for use. When fishing, hang one, two, or three of the whitest 
pieces on the hook, concealing the point." Hofland says : 
" They must be chopped into small pieces, placed in an 
earthen pan, and boiling water poured on them till covered, 
when in one hour, the slimy particles will have softened and 
. «♦ f«|. nae . when mixed with clay and 
t ground bait. Graves should be 
ly's fishing, for if stale, they do 



lines by Cotton, the celebrated 
Q, may serve to remind their dis- 
' success, which put in plain prose 



>rook, 

le out-look, 

orth a year's wishing, 

lings b« right, 

« a spite 

man goes a-fishing. 
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Toor rod with tops two, 

For the same will not do, 
If your manner of angling you rary ; 

And AiU well may you thinki 

If you troll with a pink, 
One too weak may be apt to miacarry. 

Then basket, neat made 

By a master in*s trade. 
In a belt at your shoulders must dangle { 

For none e'er was so rain 

To wear this to disdain 
Who a true brother was of the angle. 

Next pouch must not fail, 

Stuffd as Aill as a mail, 
With wax, crewels, silks, hairs, Airs, and feathers^ 

To make sereral flies. 

For the sereral skies, 
That shall kill in despite of all weathers. 

The boxes and books 

For yo'ir lines and your hooks ; 
And, though not for strict need notwithstanding, 

Your scissors and hone 

To adjust your points on. 
With a net to be sure of your landing. 

All these being on, 

Tis high time we were g 
I>own and upward, that all may h 

Till, here meeting at nigl 

We shaU have the deligh 
To discourse of our fortunes at le 

The day *s not too bright 

And the wind hits us rig] 
And an nature does seem to inriU 

We have all things at wU 

For to second our skill. 
As they all did conspire to delighi 
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On Btream now, or ttill, 

A large pannier well fill, 
Trout and Grayling to riae are ao williaffl 

I dare venture to aay, 

•Twill be a bloody day, 
And we aU shaU be weary of killing. 

Away, then, away. 
We loM sport by delay; 

But first leare our sorrow behind us; 
If Miss Fortune should come, 
We are all gone from home. 

And a-fishing she never can find us. 

The Angler is free 

From the cares that degree 
Finds itself with, so often, tormented ; 

And although we should slay 

Each a hundred a-day, 
Tis « slaughter needs ne'er be repented. 

And although we display 

All our arts to betray 
What were made for man's pleasure and dk^ 

Yet both princes and states 

Hay for all our quaint baits, 
Rule themselves and their people in quiet 

We scratch not our pates. 
Nor repine at the rates 

Our superiors impose on our living; 
But do frankly submit, 
Knowing they have more wit, 

In demanding than we have in giving. 

While quiet we sit. 

We conclude all things fit, 

Acquiescing with hearty submission 
For, though simple, we know 
That soft murmurs will grow 

At the last, unto downright sedition. 
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We care not who tajrs, 

And intends it diapraite, 
That an angler to a fool is next neighbor : 

Let him prate— what care we f 

We're as honest as he ; 
And so let him take that for his labor. 

We coret no wealth, 

Bat the blessing of health, 
And that greater good conscience within oa 

Such devotion we bring 

To our God and our King, 
That from either no offers can win na. 

While we sit and fish. 

We pray as we wuh 
For long life to our King, James the Second 

Honest anglers then may, 

Or they *Te very foul play, 
With the best of good subjects be reckonU 

Having commenced with the Rod, and finaRy tDormed 
through all the articles necessary to the equipment of the 
complete Angler, it will be proper in our next chapter, to 
make some observations on the practice of angling. 
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CHAPIERIII. 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRACTICE OP ANGLING. 



For Angling may be said to be like the Mathenuttici, that it can 
neTer be AiUy learned ; at least not so fully but that tM^n will be still 
more experimenting left for the trial of other men.'* Walton. 
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Amolino generally, in tfaiB country, is not necessarily so sci- 
entific as in many parts of Europe. Our streams being larger, 
more numerous, and less fished, except in a few instances 
near our large cities, heavier tackle in some cases may be 
used, and less skill required. In angling for trout in the 
country streams, where immense quantities are found, the 
Less skilful angler, with coarse tackle, will often succeed in 
filling his basket in a very short time. But as railroads in- 
crease, and access becomes more easy to the different fishing 
grounds, the fish will become more shy, greater skill be re- 
quired, and finer tackle indispensable, to complete success. 
Hence where a worm for trout, a piece of bread for perch, or 
a strip of pork for pickerell, have been used, natural or arti- 
ficial flies, and small fish, attached to the finest possible kind 
be needed. Therefore the true Angler 
elf thoroughly acquainted with the most 
r Angling, and the best materials for bis 
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The Artificial Fly, bo much used in England, finds but 
little favor in this country, not because it is not as good a bait, 
but because more skill is required in using it; consequently 
many of our Anglers only fish in the spring months, when the 
water is thick and turbid, and the worm can be used, while 
the more experienced sportsman from foreign parts,* will 
astonish the native by his dexterity in throwing the fly and kill- 
ing an almost incredible number of fish, where the unbeliever 
regarded the fly as a useless article of tackle. There are 
some that attain to greater proficiency in fly-fishing than 
others, as is the case with almost any kind of sport. But the 
skill necessary to success in this branch of our subject, is not 
BO great as the novice imagines : certainly it is the more gen- 
teel, as well as the most pleasant mode, as those who have 
successfully tried it can testify. It is therefore to be hoped 
it will be more generally adopted by 

All who seek the lake or brook. 
With rod and line, and float and hook. 

Great improvements have been made within a few years 
in the manufacture of artificial bait 
and insect has been most successfully 
the scrutiny of the Angler, and cei 
•port. These improvements ever] 
should adopt, and thereby remove 1 
who oppose the art on Bacon and B; 

As the enjoyment of angling nal 
man a keen observer, he should pa 
the winds, those 

* Parties are often made up in Englaz 
and the United Sutea. 

t Byron and Bacon both objected to an{ 
si^ which then exitted of using variona liT< 
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** UnsMB currents of the air, 

as Bryant has it Walton says: ** Yon are to take notice, that 
of the winds, the south wind is said to be the best. One ob 
serves, that 

* ^When the wind is in the south. 

It blows the bait in the flsh*s mouth.' 

Next to that, the west wind is believed to be the best ; and 

having told you that the east wind is the worst. I need nof 

tell which wind is the worst in the third degree : and yet (as 

Solomon observes) ' that he that considers the wind shall 

never sow,' so he that busies his head too much about them, 

if the weather be not made extreme cold by an east wind, 

shall be a little superstitious ; for as it is observed by some 

that there is no good horse of a bad color, so I have observed 

that if it be a cloudy day, and not extreme cold, let the wind 

id do its worst, I heed it not, and 

] would willingly fish standing on 

3 take notice that the fish lies or 

d in deeper water than in smn- 

lorn in a cold day, and then gets 

iter. 

,: " For fly-fishing, 

bright a beam, 
torcliing sun. 

back to the sun, as your shadow 
the fish are frightened at your 
>ortant instructions to the Angler, 
3ence they come should be con- 
would be well to notice here, 
ns or severe storms, the Angler 
le expect ^Kirt, and that it is ose- 
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le« to mgle after along droogbt in sammer, or in the aatumn 
or spring, when the high east, or cold north winds blow. 

In fresh water angling the best time is early in the mom* 
ing, or at the close of the day. The proper time lor salt 
water angling depends upon the tide. The best time is at 
the last of the ebb or the first of the flood, whether at morn- 
ing, at mid-day, or at night 

In aU kinds of angling it is neceisary to be very cantioas, 
but particularly in taking the wily trout Many novices iu 
the art wander up and down streams, and wade creeks, with 
little or no success, from the want of this — a proper reqoisite 
of every good angler. The more skilful, also, sometimes &il 
finom the same &ult 

A story is told, which serves well to show the necessity 
of caution. An Angler, who had risen with the sun, and 
fished till near noon-day without success, was outdone by a 
knowing one, who, wit" 
and line between the le 
were pretty well stretcl 
He soon had a bite, an* 
trout, almost before th 
presence. 

Some are of opinion 
the tread on the grou 
at the least noise, when 
" Angler's Guide," sayi 
you can, and go quietly 
many enemies that the 
see, feel, or hear ; evei 

* Smith, in his *' Hittor} 
the aeowtic apparmtus is bo: 
■OttBd propagated throuffa t 
to the whole body, and whi 
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der which they frequently lie) will alarm them, and spoil the 
Angler^s sport, &c. ; and also, when two or three anglers are 
fishing near each other ; therefore avoid agitating the water 
by trampling on the bank unnecessarily ; drop yoor baited 
book in the water gendy, and you will kill more fish than 
three Anglers who act differently." 

Blaine also says: *' Avoid every thing theU may eUtretct ike 
attenlion of the fith : stand so far from the water's edge as 
yon can, and never let your shadow fall on the water. If 
possible, take the advantage of a bnsh, tree, &€., completely 
to conceal the person. When an Angler fishes near home, 
an artificial screen of rushes, twigs, &c., may be employed 
for that purpose. In dropping or dipping with the natural 
fly, the greatest caution is necessary to keep completely out 
of view of the fish ; not only the shadow of the person, but 
that of the rod also, should be kept from fiUling on the water." 

The dress of the Angler is of great importance in trout 
angling. If it be true, as before stated, that this timid inha- 
bitant of the brook ia disturbed by the least motion, certainly 
the best means should be taken to render any motion imper- 
ceptible. There are two colors of dress for angling, desirable 
on different occasions. If your sport be in the summer, and lie 
mid the brilliant green foliage of the trees, bushes, and mead- 
ows, your dress should undoubtedly be green throughout On 
the contrary, should you be pleased to enjoy yourself in au- 
tumn, when nature has changed the scene, and draped herself 
in sober brown, the most proper uniform is a drab from top to 
toe. A disciple of Walton, who angles on Long-Island, and 
takes more trout than any ten sportsmen who visit that delight- 
ful resort, is represented as standing as still as a ghost, his rod 
extended in his hand, without any apparent motion, equipped 
in drab pantaloons, drab vest, drab coat, and drab hat; and 
so quiet is he in his movements, that he will take a mess of 
trout, when a person but a few yards distant would hardly be 
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aware that he moved a muscle. How different from many 
who profess to understand the art, and who go whipping and 
splashing the water for miles around. 

As health is of great importance, the lover of this sport 
should adopt the physician's prescription, and " keep the 
head cool and the feet warm." To this end he should pro- 
vide himself with a pair of water-proof boots, to be ready 
should he wish to wade the stream, or cross a marsh. He 
should also pay strict attention to all laws regarding angling, 
and all roles laid down for bridge, boat, or brook fishing, and 
on no account transgress the laws of the different States with 
respect to spawning time, and the size of the fish to be taken. 

It is much to be regretted, that there are many who call 
themselves anglers, who set all laws at defiance, by taking 
many kinds of fish out of season; such conduct is unworthy a 
sportsman, and should meet with rebuke from every member 
of the angling community. 

Finally, let the disciple of the rod 

** Ute all genUf," 

and when he has made up his mind to pass a few days, or 
even hours, in this delightful amusement, let him be fully 
prepared with everything necessary t and everything in order 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE SALMON. 



This noble tish was known to the world as eariy as the dayi 

of the Romans. Pliny speaks of them as being in the rivers 

of Aquitaine. They are fomid at the present day in the 

waters of France, England, Ireland and Scotland, and on this 

continent as far north as Greenland. They are found in the 

greatest abondance in Ireland and Scotland. In some of the 

large rents are paid for these 

Wales, at certain seasons, they 

ds in a day, and on some occa- 

they have been fed to the swine. 

en so plenty, that the farmer's 

ave them but twice a week for 

* the Fishes of Massachusetts," 
tain Charles Kendall, a respect- 
er of Boston, assured us, that 
of America, within a few years, 
It came leaping down the crags 
B delightful fishes were urging 
ig crowds, with hardly water 
that he stood with an axe and 
ley passed between his feet. He 
firom the long branches of trees 
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«hat xeaved over the &Ils, and pick out the eyes of ftererai at 
II time, before they fle'w back to their resdng-places.** 

The Sabnon formerly fireqnented the Hudson*' and Con- 
necticaty bat the steamboat navigation on these beeatiful 
rivers, have interfered with their passage, and by increasing 
intermption, ihey have been driven farther north, and like the 
aboriginal inhabitants of our land, seem destined to find a 
resting-place far beyond the home of their fathers. The 
Kennobeo, the St. Lawrence, the waters of California and 
Oregon, and many of our western lakes, now furnish large 
quantities, equal in beauty and flavor to those of any part 
of the world. They leap up the falls of many of these 
rivers with astonishing and almost incredible velocity, sur- 
mounting obstacles of great magnitude by the extraordinary 
muscular power of their tail. Michael Drayton, an English 
writer, speaks of their summersault, or leap, in the foUovring 
lines: 

** As when the Mdmon seeks a fresher stream to find, 

(Which hither from tha ■«& eonifl* vaatIv bv hia kind.^ 

As he towards ses 

Where Tivy, AJIi 

Forced by the risi 

As thougrh within 

Here, when the la 

And finds that by 

His tail takes in h 

That's to Aill com 

Then fprinfrinf at 

That bended end 

Par off itself doth 

And if at first he i 

He instantly essa] 

Still yerkinf , nev< 

Above the opposii 

• A number were 
■K»oth of June, 1844. 
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Like the trout, they are very timid; and if, at the time of 
their advent, they are suddenly frightened hy any noiao, or 
splashing of tlie water, will turn and swim in a contrary direc- 
tion at a surprising rate of velocity. It has been ascertained 
by calculation, that they can move at the rate of 30 milea an 
hour. They run up the rivers from the sea, to deposit their 
spawn, from April to July, and are at this time in fine condi- 
tion for the table ; after which they return again to the sea* 
They are much troubled with what fishermen call the aabnoo- 
louse, and are known in some instances to return to the firesh 
water in the months of September and October, to rid them- 
selves of these annoying insects. Smith says : ** The young 
are about two inches in length when they visit the sea for the 
first time. After the parent fish have passed up the rivers, 
the spring following, the young ones follow at a respectable 
distance, having grown about six inches. At the end of two 
years, they weigh five, six, and seven pounds; at the end of 
six years, they have attained their ordinary dimensions." 

An English writer, called the " North Country Angler," 
says : " The roe of the salmon becomes salmon fry in March 
and April, and they very soon find their way to the sea, where 
they grow with amazing rapidity; as on their return to dieir 
native streams in June or July of the same year, they weigh 
six or seven pounds. They are usually called grilse until they 
weigh about nine pounds, after which they are called 
salmon.'* 

The following account of late experiments on salmon in 

Scotland, taken from the " Kelso Mail," a Scotch paper, 

rather contradicts the opinions of former writers on the rapid 

increase in size of this species of fish. " In the month of 

A«^i iQA'i \f.. T««»„^ Keras, a game-keeper at Bowhill, 

the Ettrick, and marked fi*om six to 

3n fry going down to the sea, by iu- 

hrough the tail of each, and twisting 
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It at both ends. In the last week of July last, ( 1844,) a grilse 
of from five to six pounds weight, was caught at the shore- 
side fishery near Berwick, by James McQueen, fisherman, 
and in the tail was a piece of wire twisted at both ends, as 
described. M'Queen did not preserve the wire, but is satis- 
fied in his own mind that it was brass, and of the description 
inserted m the fry by Mr. Keras. There can therefore 
scarcely be a doubt that it was one of the fry marked by the 
latter, and proves to a demonstration, that the fry occupy a 
much longer period in arriving at a state of maturity than has 
been generally supposed/' 

This extraordinary fish grows to a very large size. Hof- 
land says, the largest ever heard of in England was sold in the 
London market, and weighed 83 pounds. He also tells a story 
of a Scotch Highlander, who, whilst fishing in the river Awe, 
struck a salmon, which he played with great skill and patience 
until night came, when the fish sulked at the bottom. The 
persevering fisher, not to be subdued, took the line in his 
mouth and lay down for a snooze, when he sulked uutil three 
o'clock in the morning, when hb angling friends aroused him, 
and the fish, after a further run, was brought to land, and 
weighed 73 pounds. Sir J. Hawkins says that the largest 
salmon ever taken in England was caught in April, 1789 ; " it 
measured upwards of four feet in length, three feet around the 
body, and weighed nearly seventy pounds." There may be 
9ome in this country of like size and weight among our undis- 
covered waters and virgin streams where yet the angler's line 
's to be thrown. The largest on record at present remembered 
weighed about forty pounds. 

The common length of the salmon is from two to three and 
a half feet, except when of the extraordinary English weight 
mentioned, when they w 
They are of a beautiful s 
the belly and blue on the 
irregular dark and copp 
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ally of a lar^^er and more slender shape than the female, with 
a slight difference in the shape and color of the spots. The 
upper jaw is larger than the lower, and in the males ^e under 
jaw is curved upward. Considered as a whole, he maj be 
oalled the most extraordinary and most beautiful fish in die 
world ; and whether we admire him as leaping ^e cataract, 
fresh floored from his native element on the green carpet of 
the meadow, or in smoking anticipation as a viand on 
the table, he well deserves the appellation of king of the 
watery course, or, as Willis in his quaint way would proba- 
bly call him, the prince ofJUh-dom. 

The sport in taking him is of the moat ezciting kind, re- 
quiring the utmost skill of the truly scientific Angler. Sir 
Walter Scott says : " Salmon fishing is to all other kinds of 
angling, as buck shooting to shooting of any meaner descrip- 
tion. The salmon is in this particular the king of fish. It 
requires a dexterous hand and an accurate eye to raise and 
strike him ; and when this is achieved, the sport is only be- 
gun where, even in trout angling, unless in case of an unusually 
i:.r.i«r .n^ .f»^..» 4im\y i* im .«• -rv««g commouced and ended- 

lat ever was hooked, shows 
» a fi*e8h run-salmon. There 
between coursing the hare 
sure and suspense are of 
Iress and strength required 
a attained, not only more 
e hazards of failure are also 
istinct of the salmon leads 
>e, which must be met and 
8 part of the angler " 
rivers or large lakes, with 
nto the sea, and are usually, 
mghest and boldest parts, 
in the morning or late in 
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the afternoon, when thi^re is a light breexe on &e water. 
When not on feed they retreat to deep water, Mid also under 
banks, bushes, &c. The best time for angling for diem is 
from May until August. In July and August they will oflen 
take the fly freefy ; for the months of May and June, worms, 
shrimp, or small fish, will be found the best baits. 

Bait-JUhing for Salman is generally practised with a rod 
of from sixteen to eighteen feet in length, with a hollow butt 
and spare tops, either for worm or minnow fishing. Some 
sportsmen prefer a lighter top for worm fishing dian for spm* 
mng the minnow ; the hollow butt allows him to use his 
taste, and also the advantage of extra tops against breakage. 
There are two ways of rigging the rod for the lin^— the old- 
fiishioned plan of rings, whipped on with thread, is preferred 
by some, and the patent guide, a solid stationary ring, (a new 
invention) by others. Attached to the rod should be a multi- 
plying reel, capable of holding from three to six hundred 
feet of line ; to insure success with large game, the largest 
sized reel, with six hundred feet of line, should be used. The 
line adapted to the reel should be either of silk, hair, silk and 
hair, or grass. The two former descriptions are most in use, 
but the latter is now preferred by many on account of its 
strength, durability, and lightness. Affixed to the line should 
be a swivel sinker, and a leader, either of single or twisted gut, 
of finom three to six feet in length, according to the depth of 
water. For middle fishing, use a large size float of cork or 

red cedar. The proper size of hoo 

of the Kirby or Limerick pattern, a 
gut. A very few Anglers use gin 
show it makes in the water, both fi 
elude the idea of much success. 1 
the object of your sport, your tacW 
with imperceptibility. 

For Fly-Fishing for Salmont t 
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firom Bixteen to twenty feet long, with a gradual taper, and 
uniform from the end of the first or butt joint to the end of 
the top, which latter should be of the most elastic substance, 
and brought almost to a point : in fact the proper form of a 
fly rod, is a perfectly whip taper. The rings should be of the 
lightest kind, and wound on with thread or silk, and the 
whole apparatus as light as the necessary strength will allow. 
In some instances they are provided with a spike or spear, 
which screws into the butt, and which is found very useful 
to the Angler on many occasions, for sticking the rod in an 
upright position, for the purpose of altering or arranging 
the line or other tackle. Tlie same arrangement of tackle 
is required for the fly rod as for the bait rod, with the 
exception of tubatituiing a swivel, instead of a swivel 
sinker. 

WormJUhing for ScUmon, For worm bait, use a Salmon 
T.iiTiAri*»lr hnnlr fmm Nn_ H to 4, as the sizo of the game may 
US according to the method de- 
pow them gently in the current ; 
L a few yards ; then draw them 
nd left; keeping up a continual 
i method, if you are cautious, and 
here be JUk^ as Walton would say 
^our share of good luck. In bright 
ither No. 3, 4, or 5, will be large 
cessary, if the stream be clear, on 
one large worm. 

the premonitory symptoms are a 
les a sudden jerk. In either ease 
ler admonition generally promises 
lU understood, will give the most 
short time for gorging, you should 
done with precision, and not too 
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Tiolent, you will rarely fiul to hook your fish. On the con- 
trary, the sudden jerk ia seldom more or less than a nibble ; 
you should therefore give a moderate pull, which will rather 
excite your game, and induce him to call again far worms! 
The following practical information, taken from ** Fisher's 
Angler's Souvenir/' will give the reader some idea of the 
manner of taking a large fish, after he is hooked ; for as it is 
one thing to catch a fish and another to cook it, bo it is one 
thing to hook a fish and another thing to take him after you 
get him on. " Judging from his pull, you estimate his weight 
at 30 pounds, the largest and strongest, you verily believe, 
you ever have hooked. With that headlong plunge, as if he 
meant to bury his head in the gravelly bottom, he has hooked 
himself. Youi* hook, which will hold 30 pounds dead weight, 
is buried in his jaws to the bend, and now that he feels the 
barb, he shoots up the stream with the swiftness of an arrow, 
and fifty yards of your hue are run off before you dare ven- 
ture to check him. Now his speed is somewhat diminished, 
hold on a little, and as the river side is clear of trees, follow 
up after him, for it is bad policy to let out line to an unman- 
ageable length, when you can follow your fish. There are 
some awkward rocks towards the head of the pool, which 
may cut your line ; turn him, therefore, as soon as you can. 
Now is the time to show your tact, i " 

test, without having it snapped by a 
gently— ease oft* a little — now hold 
the rod bends, true from top to butt, 
He has a mouth, though bitted for 
his nose is down the water! Lead 
grows restive, and is about again. T 
up the stream, he seems inclined to 
firom bank to bank, like a Berwick 
Beach in a gale of wind. Watch hii 
shoot suddenly ahead, and carry all ai 
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rockt— 'giye him tl.e butt and tarn him again. He cornea 
roond — ^he cannot bear that steady pull — what excellen 
tackle ! lead him downwarda — he follows reluctantly, but he 
ia beginning to &g. Keep winding up your line aa you letid 
him along. He is inclined to take a rest at the bottom, but 
as you hope to land him, do not grant him a moment. Thro^w^ 
in a large stone at him, but have both your eyes open— one 
on your rod, and the other on the place where the fish heav- 
iest he make a rush when you are stooping for a stone, and 
break loose. Great, at this moment, is the advantage of the 
angler who has a 'cast * in his eye ! That stone has startled 
the fish — no rest for salmo— and now he darts to the surfiKe. 
* Up wi tally ! * what a leap ! it is well you humored him b j 
dipping the top of your rod, or he would have gone free. 
Again and again ! these are the last efforts of despair, and 
they have exhausted him. He is seized with stupor, like a 
stout gentleman who has suddenly exerted himself after 
dinner, or a boxer who has just received a swinging blow ou 
the jugular. Draw him towards the shore, he can scarcely 
move a fin. Quick, the gaif is in his gills, and now you have 
him out ; and as he lies stretched on the pebbles, with hia 
silver sides glancing in the sun, you think that you never 
caught a handsomer fish in your life, though you perceive 
that you have been wrong in your estimate of his weight- 
thirty pounds — for it is evident that he does not weigh more 
than thirteen. It was exactly half-past seven when you 
hooked him, and when you look at your watch after landing 
him, you perceive that it wants a quarter to nine, so that he 
das kept you in exercise exactly an hour and a quarter." 

Artificial Flies for Salmon Fishing, The flies used in 
this country for taking salmon, do not difier materially from 
those used in England, Ireland, or Scotland. In the fly sea- 
son, those of the most gaudy description are generally used. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THX SALMON. 



61 



Tbe most approved are made of die choice feathers of the 
peacock, pheasant, parrot, partridge woodcock, ostrich, ma- 
caw, tarkej, guinea-hen, ftc., with bright colored bodies, and 
gold twist. Thej can be procured ready made, and of all 
descriptions, at the general tackle stores. The following list, 
used in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and to some extent in 
the United States, may be fourd useful to the Angler. 

No. 1. Body of the fly half dark blue and half orange 
mohair, ribbed with silver twist and red tip t legs of black 
backle, wings of the grey motded feather of the wing of the 
Biallaid. 

No. 2. The body half blue and half light green, or greenish 
yellow, with a gold rib and red twist, black hackle legs, and 
wings from the heron's wing. 

No. 3. Body, light green mohair, ribbed with gold twist ; 
tips, orange mohfur and turkey's wing ; legs black hackle ; 
wings of the black and white tail feathers of the turkey. 

No. 4. Body of orange colored silk or worsted, with gold 
twist ; dun hackle legs ; wings dark brown motded feather 
of the bittern. 

No. 5. Wings of the speckled feather of the mallard's 
wing; body of blue mohair, with silver twist, with a dark 
blue hackle for legs. 

No. 6. Body, claret and orange colored muhair, with 
green tip and gold twist; vdngs of the turkey feather, with 
white tips ; legs black and red hackle. 

No. 7. Body of yellow silk or mohair, with gold twist ; 
wings of the brown motdef" ' 
hackle for legs. 

No. 8. Wings of the wo 
mohair, legs coch-a-bonddu 

No 9 Wings light spe 
mallard ; body yellow silk 
strands of red hackle, and I 
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No. 10. Body black ostrich , with silver twist ; wings 

from the mallard's wing, and black hackle for legs. 

There are other varieties of flies, both of English and 
American manufacture, used in the United States and Canada, 
which can generally be procured at the tackle stores in the 
city of New-York. 
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Salmon Spearing, This is a mode of taking fish not ap- 
proved of by the regular sportsman. It is practised to a 
great extent on many of our western lakes and rivers, 
usually by persons who take fish for a livelihood, and 
where they are found in such immense quantities, that there 
can be no objection to the plan, as it is an active and invigor- 
ating pastime, almost equal to that of hunting. It is generally 
practised at night, with torches, and gives many an hour of 
evening sport, after a day's business, to the inhabitants in the 
vicinity of the lakes where they are found. The Indians, 
who in their rude manner surpass many of their more civilized 
brethren in water or land sports, are very fond of this amuse" 
ment, and in the season can be seen traversing the lakes in 
their canoes, with varied and brilliant pine lights, presenting 
a most beautiful and picturesque appearance. 

There is a law of the State of New-York, prohibiting the 
taking of salmon by net, hook, or spear, " or any other device 
whatsoever," in the months of October and November, but 
which, like many of our State laws, is better known by its 
breach than its observance. 

How to cook a Salmon, The following method of cooking 
and crimping a salmon, given by Sir Humphrey Davy, vrill 
be found usefcd after he hag been taken; and as the reader 
has been led through the instructions of taking the game, con- 
cluding that the fish is taken, directions for cooking will be 
here in place. 
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CRATTER V. 
OF THE LAKE TROUT. 

(SaLMO CONFIlflS.) 

Tun q»ecie« of Troot '» entirely distinct from that known u 
the Mackinaw Trout or Mackinaw Salmon ; he is not so mnch 
of a game fish, neither is he so tasteful to the palate as the 
former description. The following, taken from Dr. Dekay's 
>le our friends to make the proper 

ckish, with numerous gray spots, 
short in proportion to its depth, 
oargin. Length two to four feet, 
northern lakes of this state ;* and 
Lake, Pennsylvania, adjacent to 
IS far as I know, its southemmoet 
, is from eight to ten pounds, but I 
of its weighing thirty pounds, and 
their abundance may be formed 
fisherman has been known to cap- 
Dug Lake, five hundred weight in 

t lines and tackle similar to that 
it ; the deepest holes in the deepest 

few York. 
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parts of the lakes are their haunts. The hest hait for taking 
them is the duner, although they are not yery particular as to 
feed, and can be captured with almost any kind of small fish that 
populate the brooks that run into the lakes. Although not so 
valuable as an article of diet or sport, still they should be pre- 
served from certain and inevitable extinction by a protective law 
during their spawning season. They have the misfortune to 
spawn in the month of October; a pleasant time for active 
out-door exercise, and for the favorite practice with many of 
the foolish inhabitants near the lakes, of spearing this fish when 
they go into shallow water to spawn. It is said that legis- 
lative enactments against this wholesale murder would be 
useless. It might be so ; but were our angling friends on the 
lakes to take the subject in hand, have proper laws passed, 
and see that they were put in execution against every o£fender, 
this member of the finny family might be preserved as long as 
waten nm and fish swin 
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CHAPTER VI. 
OF THB TROUT. 



ThiB beantifol and well known fish inhabits the waten of 
ahnoBt all coontries on the globe. In England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Germany, and Prossia, it is sooght for by the angler and 
the epicure as the height of their admiration. Our own coozh 
try, with its coimtless streams and lakes, famishes quantities 
equal to all the rest combined ; and although they have been 
much sought af^ within a few years back, still there are 
many streams where the line never floated, or the trout ever 
had the satUf action of being tempted by the angler's scientific 
art. They vary greatly in size, color and description, accord- 
ing to the climate, the nature of the water, or the quality o! 
their feed. They go under the different names of common 
or silver trout, black trout, sea trout, and bass. 

The Silver Trout, or common trout, is found in almost all 
of our clear swift running northern streams, and weigh from one 
to 15 pounds. A splendid specimen of this species of trout is 
taken in Baahe's Kill, Sullivan County, New-York, said to sur- 

" the world. This stream winds along 

Lgunk mountain, through the beauti- 
lUey of Memekatmg, has a smooth 
3markably clear and transparent is 
is perceptible on its bed. 
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" We break from the tree-grooiM, a glatle deep with grass ; 

The white clorer's breath loads the sense as we pass. 

A sparkle— a streak— a broad glitter is seen. 

The bright Galllkoon, through its thickets of green ! 

We rash to the banks— its sweet mnsic we hear ; 

Its gosh, dash and gnrgle, all blent to the ear. 

No shadows are drawn by the cluad covered sun, 

We plonge in the chrystaT, our sport Is begun. 

Our line, where that ripple shoots onward we throw, 

It sweeps to the foam -spangled eddy below, 

A tremor— a pull — the Trout upward is thrown. 

He swings to our basket— the i»rtze is our own ! *'— Ste«kt. 
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C'HMMm Trout, * (Salmo Foniinalug^MiiehiU,) " with 
yellow and red spots on both sides of the lateral line, concave 
tail, and sides of the belly orange red ; back mottled pale and 
brown, sides dark brown with yellow and red spots, the yeL 
low larger than the red surrounding them ; the latter appear 
like scarlet dots ; lateral line straight, the yellow spots and 
red dotB both above and below that line ; lowest part of the ab- 
domen whitish with a smutty tinge ; first rays of the pectoral 
ventral and anal fins white, the second black, the rest pur* 
plish red ; dorsal fin mottled of a yellowish and black ; tail is 
rather concave, but not amounting to a fork, and of a reddish 
purple, with blackish spots above and below ; eyes large and 
pale, mouth wide, teeth sharp, tongue distinct, skin scaleless. 
Is reckoned a most dainty fish. He lives in running voters 
only,t and not in stagnant ponds; and therefore the lively 
streams, descending north and south from their sources on 
Long Island, exactly suit the constitution of this fish. The 
heaviest Long Island trout that I have heard of weighed four 
pounds and a half." 

" The common trout of Massachusetts t is firom 8 to 12 
inches long, dotted on the back with brownish spots, shaded 
by a paler circle. On the gill-covers is a broad spot ; the un- 
der jaw is the longest ; the soft rayed fins tinged with yellow, 
and on the sides of the body are r-^ — "- " 

The Black Trouiia usually 
streams or large ponds, with clay 1 
wildest parts of our country. 1 



* The trout of Long Idand. 

t This l« not always the case. They 
Stamp Pond, Long Island, of a large sh 
color u in iwift running waters. The 
pondc throughout the country, and are o 
•applied from apringi. 

t 
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game a fiah as the ordinary trout, neither do they possess 
as fine a flavor for the table. They are supposed to take their 
color from the quality and color of the water, which has gene- 
rally a dark smoky appearance, occasioned by the decayed 
leaves and timber which there abound. Many of the streams 
in the western and mountainous parts of Pennsylvania, contain 
this species. They are found also in great abundance, in the 
wild and uninhabited parts of Hamilton county, New-Tork, 
and in some parts of New-Hampshire and Vermont. 

Of the Sea Trout, the writer is enabled to give a better 
and more satisfactory description than his own. Smith says : 
*' They are found, as may be inferred from the name, in the salt 
and brackish waters of tide rivers, inland bays in various parts 
of this * and the adjoining states. When taken from the salt 
water early in the spring, they are ia high perfection, and 
nothing can exceed their piscatory symmetry. The general ap- 
pearance of the skin is of a silvery brightness ; the back being 
implexion, the spots of a vermil- 
»f a faint yellow, and sometimes 
)ztend the whole length on each 
OS are light in color and firm in 
I tail are rather shorter and more 
ut. They have a firm compact- 
which accounts for the superior 
the head and mouth are very 
lack inside like the common, or 
even redder, or rather we would 
the salmon, to which, by many, 
icacy, having, like the salmon, 
rd or fat between the flakes, 
ht measures about 11 inches in 
is considerably larger than the 
aving been taken in the waters to 

choMtts. 
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which we refer* of nearly five ponndB weight ; sach instancefl, 
however, are rare, three pounds being considered a very large 
fish. We do not remember ever seeing a poor fish of this kind 
taken ; they are invariably in good condition, let the size be 
what it will ; their principal food is the minnow and shrimp, 
particularly the latter, with which early in the season their 
stomachs are fomid to be filled ; they feed upon the minnow 
rather later in the season, when the increasing warmth of the 
water invites it to leave the warmer springs of fresh water, 
where it has passed the winter, and venture into the shallows 
round the margin of the bay, it then becomes an easy prey to 
the voracious trout, which pursues it with desperate boldness 
to the very feet of the angler as he stands in the water, obli- 
gmg it in shoals, to leap firom the surface, and sometimes even 
to be cast on shore in its attempts to escape its hungry jaws. 
Though they are, on the whole, the best bait ; the shrimp on 
the contrary, living as they do among the eel-grass in the bay, 
which also affords shelte>* to the trout, being more within 
reach, may consequently be said to supply their principal food. 
At least through the v * 
pursuit of all game to 
ticular food, so it ma] 
while in the salt wate 
fish on which they li^ 
or less affected by tli 
ter, which in its ref! 
across a sandy eddy 
expectant trout, who 
on them." 

The last mention 
culiar to our souther 
onder the name of 7 
to a much larger si 

• Waqnoit Bay 
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leogih from 6 to 24 inches ; they are of a darker color, and 
do not possess that beanty of appearance when ont of the 
water, or that deliciooa flavor when npon the table ; neither 
do they contribate as mnch to the Angler's sport, as those of 
more northern latitades. 

Another species of troat, mentioned by Smith, is the 
Hueho Troutj (Salmo Hueho,) resembling very much the 
sea trout; it is foand, on carefril inspection, to be more 
slender, and to have a greater number of red qpots ; the back 
is dosky ; the ventral fin has a yellowish tinge ; all the others 
are of a palish purple ; the tail is forked, and the fish measures 
sometimes four feet through ; ordinarily they are only about two, 
and caught by the hook. This trout certainly exists in the 
large rivers and ponds in the interior, but deteriorate in size 
They are brought fi-om New-Hampshire in the winter, fi:t>zen 
for the markets, and fit>m the northern parts of Maine, where 
specimens have been taken, large as any produced in the 
great rivers of Europe. 

There is no fish that varies so much in size, shape, color 
and flavor, as the trout. They are found in difierent varieties 
in the same stream, and vary so much in external appearance 
and flavor in some parts of the Union, as to lead to different 
appellations from experienced and scientific men. 

They usually spawn in the months of September and Oc- 
tober. The best time for taking them is from April until 
August ; but if the weather is mild and pleasant, they are 
often taken in fine condition and of large size, in the month 
of March. They are not, however, considered in perfection 
until the months of May and June, until which time, owing 
to the coldness of our climate, they do not obtain sufficient 
auantitv of the oroper food to make them active and healthy. 
9 difficult to take, and will give the sports- 
e than in the months of March and April, 
>re freely, but not with that zest and vigor. 
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Of the nature and habits of the trout, Walton aiya : " And 
yoa are to note that he contmaea many months out of season ; 
for it may be obsenred of the treat, that he is like the bock 
or the ox, that will not be fitt in many months, though he go 
in the very same pastures that horses do, which will be fat in 
one month. And so yon may observe, that mast other fishes 
recover strength and grow sooner fat and in season than the 
trout doth. 

** And next you are to note, that tiU the sun geti to such a 
height as to warm the earth and water, the trout is sick and 
lean, and lousy, and unwholesome ; for you shall in winter 
find him to have a big head, and then to be lank and thin, and 
lean ; at which time many of them having sticking to them 
sags, or troutplice ; which is a kind of wonn, in shape like a 
dove, or pin with a big head, and sticks close to him and 
socks his moisture; those I think the trout breeds himself; 
and never thrives till 
when warm weather < 
he gets firom the dead 
the gravel, and there i 
as he grows stronger, 
streams, and there liei 
that comes near him." 

The North Country 
bum (or conmion) tn 
and good water; sev 
fish-ponds ; some fed 
springs, into which thi 
months old — that is, 
from April, when the; 
which time they will lb 
there has been but litt 
put into the pond, yet 
prising change. I hav 
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the fish were pat into it, which was in July, when Aej were 
aboat 15 monthB old, at which time they were 15 or 16 inches, 
others not above 12. But when the pond was drained ten 
months after, in March, when they were almost two year* 
old, some were 21 or 22 inches, and weighed three poonds 
or more ; others were about 16 inches; and a fourth part not 
above 12. I do not know to what we can attribute this dif-* 
ference; it could not be either in the food or the water, or 
the weather, they faring all alike in these. But if I may be 
allowed my opinion, perhaps some of the firy may have been 
the spawn of ^se that were only 17 months old, which is 
the soonest that any of them spawn ; others of parents 29 
months, or two years and a half old ; and others a year older. 
This difference in the age of the parent trout may, I believe, 
occasion the difference in the size of their breed; otherwise 
I cannot account for it. Trout, in a good pond, will grow 
much Cuter than in some rivers, because they do not range 
so much in feeding. How long they live cannot be determined 
in any other way so well as by observation on those in ponds, 

-.i,:-u ^u^. ♦: — T «^ — — V- J -«j opportunity of making my- 

tion what a gentleman told 
or five years old they were 
n some, at about 30 inches, 
ley continued about three 
le and goodness ; two years 
imaller bodied, and died in 
he thought the head did not 
» be so, because the body 
is gentleman's computation, 
their life; and yet I think 
vers, and grow to a much . 
irty to go into the tide-way 

goes to show that they live 
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to a mach greater age, an infltance being known in England 
where a trout remained ih a well upwards of sixty yedrs, be- 
ing visited by the neighboring country as a remarkable curi- 
osity. Another one, for 28 years was an inhabitant of a weD 
at Dumbarton Castle, Scotland. It had never increased in 
size from the time it was placed there, when it weighed 
about a pound, and became so tame that it would receive its 
food from the hands of the soldiers. 

When in prime condition the trout is short and thick, 
having a small head and broad tail ; the spots on the sides are 
red tinged with purple, and the belly of a beautiful bright 
silver color. 

This fish, from its extreme beauty, delicacy of flavor and 
extraordinary activity as a game fish, has attracted the atten- 
tion of all classes of people, from the boy with a pin-hook, to 
those that have swayed the destiny of empire. The divine, 
the philosopher, the poet, the artist, and the statesman, from 
the earliest dates, have enjoyed many days of recreation in 
his pursuit, sang songs to his praise, or written pages of in- 
struction of their own experience in taking him from his na* 
tive element. Ui^er such circnmstances, it would be super 
fluous, at this late day, to attempt to give any new instruc- 
tions to the young Angler, or tho seeker after piscatorial in- 
formation. And as the opinions and practice of well known 
advisers will no doubt be preferred, they are here given, 
with such comments sii may be found necessary. 




There are three different meth 
of the trout:— engUng at the top, 
fiy, grasshopper, or other small inn 
minnow, shrimp, or similar small 
vnth a worm, or different kinds ,of 

Of Fly Fishing, Of all the ^ 
contrived by the ingenuity of maz 
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nmg troat," this at once reoommends itself as the perfection of 
the art ; but as it is considered by a m^ority of our brethren 
more difficult than worm fishing, it has many objectors. Bat 
the difficulties are more in the imagination than the practice, 
and when once understood, it gives the highest pleasure of 
the art Others think they will not take the fly at all in this 
country, and having fished with a worm ail their life, they 
cannot be persuaded that wi^ a simple fly made of feathers, 
they can take as many fish, and often times more. Tell them 
that Isaac Walton, Sir Humphrey Davy, and some of the 
greatest Anglers the world ever saw, adopted this mode 
altogether, and that all writers on Angling have devoted 
pages of their works to explanatory drawi^igs, &c., in refer- 
ence to it; that it is the most gendemanly, the most elegant, 
the least trouble ; that you can take your rod enclosed in a 
small bag a couple of feet long, and about half a pound in 
weight, or in the more portable form of a walking stick, and 

iii__ i ^-"book; that you can traverse the 

tiful scenery for miles and miles 
ble; and they will still adhere to 
fishing. 

B being eomparatively few who 
English writers are of the opinion 
in America f and many of our own 
re very few; but this is a great 
eds of good fly anglers, and many 
le most experienced of Europe. 
I streams are muddy, the worm, of 
is the only method that can be 
te of the water, and also from the 
and in the holes under the banks. 
■ towards the close of the day in 
en tempt the trout when nothing 
[ rule, in clear streams, no mattes 
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m what port of the coimtrj, in the sommer months, Ae arti- 
ficial fly can be used with success. 

Fly-fishing is usually practised with a short one-handed 
rod, from ten to twelve feet in length, or a two-handed rod, 
fi;t)m fifteen to eighteen feet in length. The first mentioned 
is the most common in use, and is calculated for the majority 
of our streams, which are small, and require but little length 
of rod or line. Attached to the rod should be a reel, contain- 
ing from thirty to fifty yards of hair, grass, silk, or silk and 
hair line — the latter description should be used if it can be 
procured, tapering from the tenth of an inch almost to a 
point ; to this should be attached a leader of fi*om one to two 
yards in length ; and finally your fly, on a light length of gut ; 
if you wish to use two or three flies, place them on your 
leader with short got, about 84 inches apart. 

The latter description of rod is used in larger strearoa, 
where it is necessary tcf throw a great distance ; for this pm> 
pose, the reel should be large enough to contain 100 yards of 
line, with the other tackle precisely the same as with the 
smaller rod. It should be recollected that the trout rods 
should be made similar to the salmon rods, and of the lightest 
woods, as formerly described. 

The above descriptions are generally used in this country, 
but the following information from l 
and best English writers, may be pr 

" A slight rod, 12 feet long, or, ii 
wooded stream, one of 10 or 12 fe< 
convenient, a reel containing 30 yard 
ficial flies, and a landing-net, and yo 
the sport * * * I have already 
rod should be 10 or 12 feet long, aiu 
16 to 18 feet ; to either of which n 
containing 30 yards of twisted silk 
from a moderate thickness up to a 
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which yoa are by a loop to attach your bottom tackle. This 
should be made of round, even gut, and three yards long : 
some persons prefer four yards; but I think too great a 
length of gut increases the difficulty in casting the line. 
These lines should also taper gradually, the gut being much 
stronger at the end which is to be attached to the line on the 
reel, than at the end to which the stretoher fly is to be fixed. 
When you fish with only two flies, the second (or drop fly) 
should be at a distance of 36 or 40 inches from the bottom or 
stretoher fly ; but if you use three flies, the first drop should 
be only 34 inches from the stretoher, and the second 30 
inches from the first. These drop flies are attached to the 
line by loops, and should not be more than three inches long; 
and by having the got rather stronger than for the end fly, 
they will stand nearly at a right angle firom the line. I re- 
commend the beginner to commence with one fly only; but 
at most he must not use more than t^m» ; and, as for his mode 
of casting or throwing his fly, now his tackle is prepared, I 
fear little useful instruction can be given, as skill and dexterity, 
in this point, must depend upon practice. I may, however, 
advise him not to attempt to cast a long line at first, but to 
try his strength and gain facility by degrees. He must make 
up his mind to hear many a crack, like a coachman's whip, 
and find the* consequent loss of his flies before he can direct 
his Stretoher to a given point, and let it fiill on the water as 
light as a gossamer." 

Cotton says : *' For the length of your rod, you are always 
to be governed by the breadth of the river you shaU choose 
to angle at; and for a trout river one of five or six yards is 
though never so neatly and 
be, if you intend to fish at 
»s the sport f The length of 
tow to handle his rod and to 
ce, except in woody places, 
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and in landing of a Bsh, which every one that can afford to 
angle fur pleasure has somebody to do for him.* And the 
length of line is a mighty advantage to the fishing at a dis- 
tance ; and to fish fine and far off, is the first and principal 
rule for trout angling. Your line in this case should never be 
less than one, nor ever exceed two hairs, next to the hook ; 
for one (though some, I know, will pretend to more art than 
their fellows) is indeed too few, the least accident, with the 
finest hand, being sufficient to break it ; but he that cannot 
kill a trout of twenty inches long with two, in a river clear of 
wood and weeds, deserves not the nam^ of a true angler. 

" Now, to have your line t as it ought to be, two of the 
finest lengths nearest the hook should b^ of two hairs a-piece ; 
the next three lengths above them of three ; the next three 
above them of four ; and so of five, and six, and seven, to the 
very top ; by which means your rod and tackle will in a 
manner taper firom your very hand to your hook; your line 
will &11 much better and straighter, and cast your fly to any 
certain place to which the hand and eye shall direct it, with 
less weight and violence, than would otherwise circle the 
water and fright away the fish. 

" In casting your line, do it always before you, and so that 
your fly may first fall upon the water, and as litde of your 
line with it as possible ; though if the wind be stiff, you will 
of necessity be compelled to drown a good part of your line 
to keep your fly under water. And in casting your fly you 
must aim at the &rther or nearer bank, as the wind serves 

* Thii if the method of fit 
Unet, mostly practised in C( 
body in Republican Americ 
•B attendant to land his fish i 

t This mode is given for t] 
are obliged to make their ow 
•atarooL 
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yonr tarn, which atso will be with and against you on &e 
same side, several times in an hour, as the river winds in its 
coarse, and you will be forced to angle up and down by 
tarns accordingly, but are to endeavor, as much as you can, 
to have the wind evermore on your back. And always be 
sure to stand as far off the bank as the length will give you 
leave, when you throw on the contrary side; though when 
the wind will not permit you so to do, and that you are con- 
strained to angle on the same side whereon you stand, you 
must then stand on the very brink of the river, and cast your 
fly at the utmost length of your rod and line, up or down the 
river, as the gale serves." 










Management of the Lin€t when Fishing either with one 
Flyt or two or more Fliet. The following minute and easy 
method of the management of the line, and throwing the fly 
firom Taylor's " Art of Angling,*' will be found to be excel 
lent advice to the young beginner. 

" When you have fixed your rod properly, with your 
winch thereon, and brought your line from it through the 
rings of your rod, loop on to it by the strongest end your foot 
length,* which should be about three yards and a half long, 
made of good strong silk-worm gut, well tied, and the knots 
neatly whipped, running (very Httle) finer towards the bot' 
tom end, at which place there must be a neatly whipped loop ; 
then take your end fly, or stretcher, which should be made 
of one or two lengths of good level gut, fiill as fine, or a little 
finer, than the bottom link of your foot length, tied and 
whipped neady together, and looped nicely at the end; loop 
4\tia i-rt «iiA A«i;i rtf »-nn» rn-,* ^^■n<r*l% . gjjj thou, your drop fly- 

l, about a yard from the 
more than two or three 



I deieribed on page 33: 
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inches. If yoa cboose to fish "with more, keep them all at 
the same distance. And observe, that if your droppers be 
larger than, or even as large as, yoor stretcher, 70a will not 
be able to throw a good line : but a beginner should never 
use more than one fly. 

** When thus prepared, let oat the line ttbotU half as Umg" 
again at the rod ; and holding the line properly in one hand, 
and the line, jost above the fly, in the other, give yoor rod a 
motion from right to left, and as you move the rod backwards, 
in order to throw ont the line, dismiss the line from yonr 
hand at the same time ; and try several throws at this length. 
Then let out more line and try that ; still using more and 
more till yon can manage any length needful ; but about nine 
yards is quite sufficient for a learner to practice with. And 
observe, that in raising your line in order to throw it again, 
you should wave the rod a little round your head, and not 
bring it direcdy backwards ; nor must you return the line 
too soon, nor until it has streamed itB full length behind you, or 
70a will certainly whip ofi* your end fly. There is great art in 
making your Hue fidl light on the water, and showing the flies 

well to the fish. The best way that I c " ^ * ' "^ 

you have thrown out your Hue. contriv 
and naturally, you should raise your 1 
grees; sometimes with a kind of trer 
will bring the flies in a little towards ^ 
go down with the stream, but never 
it, for it is unnatural ; and before the li 
throw it again. When you see a fis 
throw out about a yard above him, bu 
head ; and let your fly or flies move 
which wiU show it to him in a more n; 
him the more to take it Experience 
however, can make a man a complete 
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to enable him to throw his fly behind bnabes and trees, into 
holes, under banks, and other places mentioned as the * trout 
hannts/ and where the best fish are to be found." 

There is much diversity of opinion about the manner of 

fishing, whether up or down the stream ; the great majority 

of Anglers, both in Europe and this country, fiivor the latter 

method, and a very few the former. Hofland remarks on 

this : '' Some persons recommend fishing up the stream, and 

throwing the fly before thenou For my own part, (after much 

experience,) whenever I can do so with convenience, I cast 

my fly above me, and across the stream, drawing it gently 

towards me. If the vnnd should be against you, you will be 

constrained to stand close to the water's edge, and make 

your cast close to the bank on which you stand, either up or 

down the stream, as the wind may serve. Avoid, if possible, 

fishing with the sun behind you, as the moving shadow of 

yourself and rod will alarm the fish. The finer the tackle 

de) and the lighter the fly fiills 

ill be your sport; indeed some 

lirfor their bottom tackle; but 

reedy, or much wooded, a single 

but in ponds or streams, free 

) used by a skilful hand to a great 



tnei called Dibbingj Dabbing, or 
mode of fishing on the part of the 
f the curious manoeuvres of the 
in the summer months, when the 
I are in leaf, thereby giving the 
when it is almost impossible to 
thod; and although it requires 
ingenuity of the fisher, it will 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TROUT. 



81 



amply repay liim, by the size and quality of the game, the 
largest, oldest, most wary of the tribe, being often taken by 
this process. Hofland gives the following instructions : 

** The Angler must be provided with a 14 feet rod, with a 
stiff top, and strong ronning tackle ; he will seldom have to 
use more than a yard of line, the bottom of which should be 
of strong silk worm gut I recommend strong tackle, because 
in confined situations, overhung with wood, you will not have 
room to play your fish, but must hold him tight and depend 
on the strength of your tackle. 

" The size of your hook must depend upon the size of the 
fly, from No. 7 to 9 for small flies and grubs, and for beetles 
No. 4 or 5. For bush-fishing, you should be provided with 
well scoured brandlings and red worms, cad-baits,* clock- 
baits, earth-grubs, beetles, grasshoppers, and a horn of flies; 
or at least as many of the above as you can procure. 

" Great caution is ne 
if there are few bushe 
water must bo approach 
near the surface, and if ; 
you. If the water shoul 
thick foliage, so that yoi 
your bait, your line mui 
sometimes less. 

" If your flies are sn 
frequently fall in the wat 
fly, if you see your fisl 
about a foot before hii 
eagerly take it When 
to get his head down, f( 
him to the top of the wj 

* Cad-baita and clock-ba 
couDtry • tba othori will be 1 
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be of little lue to him; and in thiB ritnation, with good tacUe, 
you may loon exhaust him, and make him your own by a 
landing-net, the handle of which should be two yards long ; 
or he may be landed by a hook or gaff, with a long handle, 
and thu in some sitoations, amidst close thorny brambles, will 
be found more useful than the landing-net, which is liable to 
be caught in the bushes. When you use the worm, caddis 
or any other grub, you will require a single shot, No. 6,* to 
sink your bait, for it cannot sink too slowly, or cause too 
little disturbance in the water." 

The North Country Angler says : •* There are some obser- 
YBtions I have made, which the Angler may find the benefit 
of; one is, that although the shade of trees and bushes, is much 
longer and greater on the south or sun side of the river, than 
on the north ; yet I always find the most and largest trout on 
that side. I suppose the sun's being more intense and warm 
on the north side, may occasion more flies, erucas, and insects, 
to creep upon those bushes, and consequently the more fish 
will firequent them. 

" When the trees or bushes are very close, I advise the 
bush Angler to take a hedge-bill or hatchet, and cut off two 
or three branches here and there, at proper places and dis- 
tances, and so make little convenient openings, at which he 
may easily put in his rod and line; but this is to be done 
some time before you come there to fish. 

** If you come to a woody place, where you have no such 
conveniences, and where perhaps there is a long pool, and 
no angling with a fly, or throwing the rod, there you may be 
sure of many large fish. For that very reason, I have chosen 
Buch places, though very troublesome, when I have been 

* It hai not been thought Decenary to remark upon the aizea of hooka, 
■hot, or sinkers, in speaking generally, as they should rary materially ia 
the rarious waters where the different tizes offish are fbund, and where 
streams run more or less rapid. 
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forced to creep under trees and bushes, draggmg my rod 
after me, with the very top of it in my hand, to get near the 
water; and I have been well paid for my trouble. Whilst 
you are getting in your rod, throw a brandling, or grub, or 
what you fish with, into the water, which will make the fish 
take your bait the more boldly. 

" There are some pools that have no bushes at all, but 
only hollow banks, in some places under which the great fish 
will lie in the day time. I have gone softly to such places, 
and have dropped in a suitable bait, dose by the bank, and 
have presently had a good fish. When I use cork, chamois, 
or bufi", instead of natural baits. I always drop them in strong 
scented oil, in shade-fishing, because the fish comes slowly to 
the bait, and if he does not smell something like the natural 
bait, he will not take it, though well imitated.'' 

Cotton gives the following, with which we conclude our 
remarks on Daping or Dibbing. " These are to be angled 
with a short line, not much more than half the length of your 
rod, if the air be still, or with a longer, very near or all out 
as long as your rod, if you have any wind to carry it from 
you. And this way of fishing we call Daping, Dabbing, or 
Dibbing, wherein you are always to have your line flying 
before you, up or down the river, as the wind serves, and 

to angle as near as you can to"^" t^—t- _r .!._ .-j. 

whereon you stand, though whe 
may guide your fly quick over h 
on the contrary side ; and if you 
either by kneeling, or the inter 
jou may be almost sure to raisi 
presently done ; the fish will otl 
moved to some other place, if il 
is always on the motion, and rov 
hr prey, though in a stream yoi 
dally if there be a good store, f 
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Your line oaght, in this case, to be three good hairs next the 
hook ; both by reason you are in this kind of angling to ex* 
pect the biggest fish, and also that, wanting length to give 
him line after he has struck, you must be forced to tug for it: 
to which I will add, that not an inch of your line being to be 
suffered to touch the water in Dibbing, it may be allowed to 
be the stronger." 

Having given two of the methods of taking the trout, it 
will be well to introduce the reader to his hiding-places. On 
this subject, Hofland gives the best and most minute infor- 
mation. " He is fond of swifl, clear streams, running over 
chalk, limestone, or graveUy bottoms ; but he is more fre- 
quently in the eddies by the side of the stream, than in the 
midst of it. A mill-tail is a favorite haunt of the trout ; for 
he finds protection under the apron, which is generally hol- 
low, and has the advantage of being in the eddy, by the side 
of the mill-race, awaiting his food. He delights also in cas- 
8. The larger trout generally 
overhanging trees, and beneath 
irts of the river. The junction 
Br passing round an obstruction 
rrent, is a likely point at which 
ots of trees, or in other places 
collects. All such places are 
follow the same course as the 
; by the fish. After sunset, in 
beir haunts, and may be found 
Ls of streams ; and during this 
Ein see his fly on the water, he 



with a MinnoWf or any Small 
ind of angling, is from 12 to 16 
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fmd goes under the name of a bait-rod. The smaller, saj 12 
feet, for »maU wading sireamsy and the longer for wider and 
deeper waters. Attached should be an Americim* reel, 
holding from 30 to 50 yards of American laid\ grass, or silk 
line, with from two to three yards of silk-worm gut, termi- 
nating with a Limerick hook, from No. 2 to 5, according to 
the size of your bait, fastened by a loop as before described. 
For baiting the minnow, pass your hook in at the mouth and 
oat at the giils, then in again at the commencement of the 
dorsal fin and out again just beyond, tying the hook at each 
end with a piece of thin silk or thread. By this method you 
can, if you use a live minnow, and are very careful^ keep 
your bait animated for a great length of time. 

The North Country Angler gives a very good mode of 
baiting with the minnow, as follows : ** I have a gilse-hook 
(No. 3 or 4) at the end of the Ime, but wrapped no further 
on the end of the shank than to make it secure, and leave 
more room to bait. An inch, or very little more, from the 
shank end of the gilse-hook. I wrap on a stroner hook, about 
half the size of the 
in at the mouth of t 
side of the minnov; 
I put the other hoc 
the minnow's mou 

" When I am ii 
with a very small 
hook, I draw up tl 
fit the bending of 

* The imported re< 
can manufacture are i 

t This deicription < 
gnus if imported fro 
•(ate, untwuted, and i 
than when firct impori 
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when it is drawn in the water. When all is in order, I take 
the line in my left hand, a little above the bait, and throw it 
under-hand, lifting up my right and the rod, that the bait 
may fall gently on the water. 

** I stand at the very top of the stream, as far off as my 
tackle will permit, and let the bait drop in a yard from the 
middle of it; I draw the minnow by gentle pulls, of about a 
yard at a time, across the stream, turning my rod up the 
water, within half a yard of its surface, keeping my eye fixed 
on the minnow. When a fish takes it, he generally hooks 
himself; however, I give him a smart stroke, and, if he does 
not get off then, I am pretty sure of him. In this manner I 
throw in three or four times, at the upper part of a stream, 
but never twice in the same place, but a yard lower every 
cast. I always throw quite over the stream, but let the bait 
cross it in a round, like a semicircle, about a foot below the 
surface, which two of No. 3 or 4 shot, which I always have 
upon my line, nine or ten inches from the hooks, will sink 
it to. When I am drawing the bait across the stream, I keep 
the top of the rod within less than a yard from the water, and 
draw it downwards, that the bait may be at a greater distance 
from me, and the first thing that the fish will see. Some- 
times I can see the fish before he takes tlie bait, and then I 
give in the rod a little, that the minnow may, as it were, 
meet him half-way ; but if I think he is shy, I pull it away, 
and do not throw it in again till he has got to his feeding 
place. 

** The twirling of the minnow is tlie beauty of this kind of 
angling, the fish seeing it a greater distance, and fancying it 
is making all the haste it can to escape from them ; and they 
make the same haste to catch it." 

bllowing : " The minnow rod should be 
least 16 feet long, with a tolerable stiff 
fords of line, som€rthing stronger than 
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jour fly-line, will be snfficient. Some Anglers use a rod 20 
feet long. To enable them to fish a wide stream, thU length 
of rod is necessary, as the line, in spinning the minnow, is 
somewhat short of tbe rod ; if yon wade the stream, a rod of 
12 feet will be long enough. 

'' For Baiting vith the Minnow. In the first place, pro- 
cure a piece of brass wire, about three inches long ; one end 
of which must be hammered into a small loop, and the other 
end flattened with a hammer, and sharpened in the shape of 
a spear head. This must be drawn through a tapering piece 
of lead,* cast for the purpose. Wires of this description may 
be kept by you, of difierent lengths, to suit the size of the 
bait-fifih used. 

'' Enter the spear end of the leaded wire at the mouth of 
the minnow, and bring it out at tbe fork of the tail. Then 
take a triangular hook, formed by tying together three No. 8 
or 9 hooks on a piece 
long, with a small lo4 
needle, enter the poin 
one of the triangular h 
fin, the other two wil 
gut will be even with 

" You must now pi 
gut, at.one end of wh 
inches above this, pUu 
up another swivel, an( 
hook at the end of yoi 
and pass it through 
bring it out under the 
closed. Then, bend j 
gently curve the tail ol 
the wire with white tk 

* These articles can b< 
siaes and deaeriptioni. 
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The following is from Walton, who by many writan ww 
considered the best minnow Angler in England : " And of 
these minnows, first you are to know, that the biggest size is 
not the best, and next, that the middle size and the whitest 
are the best ; and then you are to know, that yoar minnow 
must be put on your hook, that it must turu round when it is 
drawn against the stream ; and that it may turn nimbly, yoa 
must put on a big sized hook, as I shall now direct you, 
which is this : put your hook in at his mouth and out at his 
gill; then having drawn your hook two or three inches be- 
yond or through his gill, put it again through his mouth, and 
the point or beard out at his tail ; and then tie the hook and 
his tail about very neatly, with a white thread, which will 
make it apter to turn quick in the water ; that done, pull 
back that part of your line which was slack when you did put 
your hook into the minnow the second time ; I say, pull that 
part of your line back so that it shall fasten the head, so that 
the body of the minnow shall be almost straight* on your 
hook ; this done, try how it will turn by drawing it across 
the water, against a stream; and if it do not turn nimbly p 

ight or left hand, and try 
fon are in danger to catch 
isible for a minnow to turn 

tnd faithfully imitated in 
untry, and will be found a 
ock of artificial baits.t 
nring methods, the float is 
ckle, it is much 3ied by 

■ : " I hav^ never been able to 
unloM the tail waf bent nearly 

fiah'sUme is recommended by 
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Anglers generally. It shoald be of amall size, and made of 
light cork, or quills, suited to the weight of your shot and the 
current of the stream. 

Of Bottom or Worm^Fishing, This is, and has been from 
the earliest periods, the standard 
is practised principally at the ope 
son by Anglers generally; but 
friends, who adjure fly-fishing, fn 
until autumn scatters their leaves 

The rod generally used is fi-oi 
small streams, and from 15 to 2( 
stances) for the larger. The ree 
should be similar to that describe 

Hofland says : ** For worm-fia 
bamboo cane, and from 16 to 20 i 
rally something shorter than the n 
or lengthened, according to circun 
best worms for a large trout are tl 
worm, but witii many Anglers 
fevorite. 

" The method of casting yoni 
natare of the water; but as a gei 
the point of your rod, as nearly ai 
yoor bait, steadily following it, as 
torn, with the point of yonr rod, ai 
the fish turn before you strike, 
or deep, a single shot (No. 4) wil 
worm ; but in a deep heavy cun 
the same size will be required, 
with a single hair, and a small i 
reel, line to the length of the rod, 
about 12 inches above the bait, w 
towards you till the line tighten 
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bends. Holding the rod firmly in the right hand, let go the 
line, and with a little practice you will find the bait drop 
lightly into the water at the extremity of the rod and line; 
and then, either draw your line gently across the water, or 
carry yoor bait down the stream, as above directed. The 
eddy by the side of a mill-tail, or flood-gate, or water-fidl, ia 
a good place to try the lob-worm. The deep holes near 
overhanging trees and old stumps, and those parts of the river 
where the stream has nndermined the banks, are also the 
haunts of the largest trout 

'' When the water is discolored by rain, yoor tackle may 
be strong, and you will not easily be seen by the fish; but if 
the water be clear, and the day bright, your only chance for 
taking trout with the worm, wiU be by using fine tackle, and 
keeping completely out of sight. 

** The lob-worm is also used, without any shot on the line, 
after sunset in summer, by drawing it on the top of the water, 

^ 1 :ii -« -vhen the trout wiU rise and take 

ater, as they would the fly; and 
}ut are frequently taken, 
is a good bait for a trout, during 
id August, and may be.used, with 
»r two shot-corns, in miU-dama, 
rs, allowing your bait to nearly 

method of bottom-fishing, with a 
1 certain situations and seasons, 
ther. The same tackle may be 
* the gentle, ». e. a fine gut bot- 
a small quill float, carrying one 

3d bottle, and fill it with blue 
ght on newly scattered cow or 
' these flies bait your hook, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



THl TROUT. 



91 



lot it nearly toach the ground. In thu manner I have canght 
many fine trout in mill-dams, ponds, and deep quiet waters, 
daring July and August, when not a single fish would rise at 
any kind of artificial fly which could be offered. I have never 
seen the method described by any author on the subject, but 
I can with confidence recommend it to my brothers of the 
angle, at those times when the usual baits fail to procure a 
dish offish. 

" When you have struck a good fish, keep him as near 
the top of the water as possible, and carry him down the 
stream above the weeds, and, if you succeed in getting him 
into clear water, with a little care he is your own." 

Cotton gives the following method of angling by the hand 
with a ground bait: ** And by much the best of all other, is 
with a line full as long, or a yard longer than your rod; with 
no more than one hair* next the hook, and for two or three 
lengths above it; and no more than one small pellet of shot 
for your plumb ; your hook little; your worms of the smaller 
brandlings, very well scoured; and only one upon your hook 
at a time, which is thus to be baited : The point of your 
hook is to be put in at the very tag of his tail, and run up his 
body quite over all the arming, and still stripped on an inch 
at least upon the hair; the head remaining part hanging 
downward. And with this line and 
are evermore to angle in the streams, 
than a troubled water, and always v 
out your worm before you with a lij 
an artificial fly, where it will be take 
or within a very littie of the superl 
almost always before that light plum 
torn; both by reason of the stream, 
always keep your worm in motion 

* If the American Angler prefer any of^ 
Cioofl, bo should in all casea use fine gut, iiu 
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towards you, as if you were angling with a fly. And believe 
me, whoever will try, shall find this the best way of all others 
to angle with a w^orm, in a bright water especially ; but then 
his rod must be very light and pliant, and very true and finely 
made, which; with a skilful hand will do wonders, and in a 
clear stream is undoubtedly the best way of angling for a 
trout or grayling, with a worm, by many degrees, that any 
man can make choice of, and of most ease and delight to the 
Angler. To which let me add, that if the Angler be of a 
constitution that will suffer him to wade, and will slip into 
the tail of a stream, to the calf of the leg or the knee, and so 
keep off* the bank, he shall almost take what fish he pleases." 

The following pertinent remarks for clear weather, from 
Blaine, should have place in the memory of every lover of 
trout angling : 

" Trout are to be taken in clear weather, when they will 
not touch either minnow or fly; and there is certainly more 
art and sportsmanship in fishing with the worm at that time, 
than some people imagine or acknowledge. When to the 
advantage of bright weather are added those of clear and 
shallow streams, much artifice must be employed. Your 
tackle very fine, your hook small, (No. 5, 6, or 7,) and your 
baits well scoured and lively. A wheel will enable you to 
vary the length of your line as occasion dictates; and though 
in general it must be as long or longer than your rod, yet 
where there is wood, &c. &c., you may by shortening it, get 
at the holes, and still contrive to keep out of tight^ for com- 
pletely so to be must never be forgotten — ^kneel, stoop or 
stand-out of sight you must be; and then if you can lightly 
and neatly drop in a lively brandling, near the likely holds or 
haunts in a strong stream, especially near the top of it, let the 
sun shine ever so bright, be the wind rough or calm, and the 
water ever so clear, you will kill fish when they are not to be 
taken by any other mode." 
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Franks gives the following pleasant mode of killing a troat 
which is well worthy of repetition: 

" And now, Theophiliis, I must reprove your precipitancy, 
because a great error in young Anglers; be mindful, there- 
fore, to observe directions in handling and managing yom* 
rod and line, and cautiously keeping out of sight; all of which 
precautions are requisite accomplishments, which of necessity 
ought to be understood by every ingenious Angler ; and so 
is that secret of striking, which should never be used with 
violence, because by a moderate touch, and a slender pro- 
portion of strength, the artist for the most part hath best 
success. Another caution you must take along with you ; 
I mean when you observe game to make out, that is, when 
he bolts, or when he launchetb himself to the utmost extent 
of your rod and line, which a well-fed fish at all times, fre- 
quently attempts, upon the least advantage he gains of the 
Angler; be mindful, therefore, to throw him line enough, if, 
provided, you purpose to see his destruction ; yet with this 
caution, that you be not too liberal. On the other hand, too 
straight a line brings equal hazard, so that to poise your fish 
and your foresight together, as by keeping one eye at the 
point of your rod, and the other be sure you direct on your 
game, which comes nearest the mediums of art, and the rules 
and rudiments of your precedent directions. But this great 
round may be easily solved, for if when you discover your 
fish fag his fins, you may rationally conclude he then struggles 
with death, and then is your time to trifile him on shore on 

some smooth shelf of sand, wliArA \rnn mnv Vinlfllv lnn<l "him 

before his scales encumber 
" Lest precipitancy spc 
ments and prognosticate, h 
a fidr hansel for a foolish f 
know, may cost him his li 
to the grindstone : dance 01 
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silent Bepulchre, for apon that silty, gravelly, shelf of sand I 
resolve to land him, or lose all I have. And now I fancy him 
weary of life, as aged people that are weary of infirmities, yet 
I want courage to encounter him, lest fearing to lose him, 
which if I do I impair my reputation. However, here is 
nobody but trees to reprove me, except these rocks, and 
they tell no tales. Well, then, as he wants no agility to 
evade me, I'll endeavor with activity to approach him, so 
that the difference between us will be only this, that he coveti 
acquaintance with but one element, and I would compel him 
to examine another. Now he runs to divert me or himself, 
but I must invite him nearer home, for I fimcy none such 
distance. 

" Though his fins fag, and his tail wriggles, his strength 
declines, his gills look languid, and his mettle declineth— all 
of which interpret tokens of submission — still, the best news 
I bring him is summons of death. Yet, let not my rashness 
pre^ngage me to the loss of my game, for, to neglect my ru- 
diments is to ruin my design, which in plain terms, is the 
ruin of this resolute fish, who, seemingly, now measures and 
mingles his proportion with more than one element, and, 
doomed to a trance, he prostrates himself on the surfiice of 
the calms, dead to my apprehension, save only I want credit 
to believe him dead, when, calling to mind my former pre- 
cipitancy, that invited me to a loss, and so this adventure may 
prove, if I look not well about me, to land and strand him on 
that shelf of sand, where I resolve with my rod to survey his 
dimensions. Welcome on shore, my languishing combatant, 
if only to entertain my friend Amoldus.'' 

The following beautiful lines from the poet and fisherman 
Gay, " run " directly ftoxsk the '' reel " of his imagination, 
and firom the crystal " waters ** of the fount of inspiration; 
©very " line " *' plumb'd " to ike nicety of a " hair," the 
*' point " needs but the aid of the "fly " press of the printer 
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And the ** east " of the founder, to stereotype on, or came it 
to " worm " itself into, the " genUe " affections of every true 
piscatorial sportsman, and make it ever ** float '' around the 
** net "-work of his memory, giving him " buoyancy " of 
spirit, a **fuU length " of courage, and a " met* '' of patience, 
8u£Scient to make him master of his " rod,** 

** He liila his silver gills abore the flood, 

And greedily sucks in th' unfkithful food, 

Then downward plunges with the ft^audAiI prej, 
• And bears with joy the little spoil away ; 

Soon, in smart pain, he feels the dire mistake. 

Lashes the wave, and beats the foamy lake 

With sudden rage he now aloft appears, 

And in his eye convulsive anguish boars ; 

And now again, impatient of the wound. 

He rolls, and writhes his straining body round, 

Then headlong shoots beneath the dashing tide. 

The trembling fins the boiling wave divide : 

Now hope exalts the fisher's beating heart. 

Now, he turns pale, and fears his dubious art ; 

He views the trembling fish with longing eyes, 

While the line stretches with the unwieldly prise ; 

Each motion humors with his st("»''»' »»«»"i« 

And one slight hair the mighty I 

Till tired at last, despoiPd of all 

The game athwart the stream ni 

He now, with pleasure, views tl 

Gnash his sharp teeth, and roll i 

Then draws him to the shore, "Vi 

And lifts his nostrils in the sich< 

Upon the burden'd stream he fl< 

Stretches his quivering fins, and 

How to Cook a Trout, As the 
aours diversion and toil, often needs 
as a meal of his own providing is gei 
and satisfaction, he should be posses 
ation, either to prepare, or direct tb 
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pait Barker, before spoken of, gives the following appror 
trd methods, which will be found safficiently epicurean to 
tickle the palate of the most dainty, or to bring into requisi 
tion the talent of a most finished Parisian cook. 

** We must have one dish of broyled trouts; when the en- 
trails are taken out, you must cut them across the side ; being 
washed clean, you must take some sweet herbs, thyme, sweet 
marjoram, and parsley, chopped small, the trouts being cut 
somewhat thick, and fill the cuts full with the chopped herbs ; 
then make your gridiron fit to put them on, being well cooled 
with rough-suet ; then lay the trouts on a charcc:^ fire, and 
baste, them with fresh butter until you think they are weU 
broyled. The sauce must be butter and vinegar, and the 
yolk of an egg beaten ; then beat it altogether, and put it on 
the fish for the service. 

" The best dish of stewed fish that ever I heard com- 
mended of the English, was dressed in this way: first, they 
' * fire, being cut on the sides as 

-pan was taken, and set on a 
vas put into the stew-pan half a 
enny worth of beaten cinnamon, 
IS melted, the fish was put into 
covering-plate, so kept stewing 
then taken out of the stew-pan 
your sauce before you put it on 
mn on your fish : it was the best 
commended by noblemen and 
[glish &shion. The Italian, he 
coles, with white wine, cloves, 
id a little ginger ; you must un- 
^wed, the same liquor the fish 
with some sweet butter and the 
lished for the service, 
to this a slice or two of baooo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THI TROUT. 97 

Tlicni^ I hare been no trayeller, I may speak of it, for I bave 
been admitted into the moet ambaMadors* kitchens that have 
come into England this forty yean, and do wait on them still, 
at the Lord Protector's charge, and I am duly paid for it; 
■ometimea I see slovenly scullions abuse good fish most 
grossly. 

'* We must have a trout-pie to eat hot, and another to eat 
cold: the first thing you must gain must be a peck of the 
best wheaten flour, two pounds of butter, two quarts of milk, 
new firom the cow, half a dozen of eggs to make the paste. 
Where I was bom there is not a girl of ten years of age, but 
can make a pie. For one pie, the trouts shall be opened, and 
the guts taken out, and cleaned, and washed ; seasoned with 
pepper and salt, then laid in the pie ; half a pound of currants 
pat among the fish, with a pound of sweet batter cut in 
pieces and set on the fish, so close it up ; when it is baked 
and come out of the o' 
■poonsfnU of claret wini 
These trouts shall cut c 

" For the other pie, 
will make the fish rise, 
pepper and salt, and 
more butter in this pie 
most be filled up with 
oven." 

A common mode of 
as before directed by ] 
and pepper, dredging t 
frying them in butter. 

Another method is 
fonall quantity of Caye 
and broil them. 

OfiheAHxfieidlFi 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 



THI TROUT. 




month in the year, is long since exploded, and although some 
aathon in England still arrange them according to the months, 
it is found that they cannot be depended upon as a certainty. 
Walton, one of the first authors who arranged them in this 
manner, in his preface has these remarks : " That whereas 
it is said by many, that in fly-fishing for trout, the Angler 
must observe his twelve several flies for the twelve months 
of the year ; I say, he that follows that rule shall be as sure 
to catch fish, and be as wise as he that makes hay by the fiiir 
days in an almanac, and no surer ; ibr those very flies that 
used to appear about and on the water in one month of the 
year, may, the following year, come almost a month sooner 
or later, as the same year proves colder or hotter ; but for 
the generality, three or four flies, neady and righdy made, 
and not too big, serve for a trout in most rivers all the sum- 
mer ; and for winter, fly-fishing is as usefiil as an almanac out 
of date." 

Barker gives his instructions in his fiivorite vein, thus : 

** A brother of the angle mmt alwajB be sped 
With three black Palmera, and alio three red ; 
And all made with hacklea. In a cloudy daj 
Or in windy weather, angle yoa may. 

M But morning and evening, if the day be bright ; 
And the chief point of all ia to keep out of sighL 
* In the month of May, none but the Hay-fly, 
For erery month one,' la a piti/hl lie. 

** The hawthorn-fly most be very small; 
And the sandy hog's-hair is, sure, best of all 
(For the mallard-wing May-fly, and peacock's train, 
Win look like the flesh-fly) to kill trout i 



** The oak-fly* is good if it have a brown wing, 
Bo is the grasshopper, that in July doth sing; 

* The oak-fly is also known in England by the names of the ash-if, 
the woodcock fly, and the cannon, or downhiU-fly. 
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With a greea body make him, on a middle sized hook. 
But when you have catch'd fish, then play the good cook. 

** Once more, my good brother, FlI cpeak In thy ear ; 
Hog's, red cow's, and bear's wool to float best ^pear { 
And so doth your Air, if it rightly fUl ; 
But always remember, make two, and make all." 

It would be equally absurd to name any precise descrip- 
tion of flj for any particular month in this country, and per- 
haps more so, as our weather is more changeable than that 
of any part of Europe. 

There are many kinds of flies used both here and in Eng- 
land, but two descriptions have the preference, and accom- 
pany all Anglers as the universal fly, and are consequenUy 
necessary requisites to a well arranged Fly-Angler's estab- 
lishment. The Red Hackle, or Soldier Palmer, and the 
Black Haekle, or Black Palmer, are " the Fliee" They are 
both made in a variety of wnys, with difierent colored bodies, 
but with the same kind of hackle or legs. The most killing 
kind of the red hackle is made with a red worsted or mohair 
body, wound around with gold twist. The black hackle is 
used more particularly in very bright days, when the sun 
shines unobscured by clouds. It is made with black worsted 
body, and a black cock's hackle for legs ; the body is some- 
times woxmd with silver twist, w^*^ * ^ 
certain times, ofiers additional atti 
ject of our discourse. They are bi 
and of various sizes, and are know 
The body of the red hackle is some 
black, yellow, green, and various o 
bodies; the black, also, with red, 
colors intermingled. They are a] 
names with and without wings. 

The White Hackle, or Miller, i 
erfng days. It is made with a t 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 TBI TROUT. 

white dog'g hair for legs, and is sometimes varied with a dark 
colored or gold twist ; also, sometimes with wings and some- 
times withoat The Cheen Drake is also considered a good 
fly in some streams. It is made with a yellow floas silk or 
worsted body, wound with a red or ginger hackle for legs, 
and dark yellow or light green parrot feather for wings. 

As there are no particular names given to the dxffierent 
varieties of flies with us, the following list horn Hofland, wifl 
be of assistance to the American fly-fisher, in making up hit 
book of flies. 

The Ckantrey. It takes its name fix>m being a fiivorito 
of Sir Francis Chantrey, the celebrated sculptor. Body, 
copper-colored peacock's herl, ribbed with gold twist; legs, 
a black hackle ; wings, partridge or brown hen's feather, or 
pheasant's tail. Hook No. 9 or 10. 

Hofiand^M Fancy, Body, reddish, dark brown silk ; legs, 
red hackle ; wings, woodcock's wing ; tail, two or tiiree 

No. 10. 

the Dun Drake, Body, for of 

ve silk ; legs, partridge hackle; 

idge; tail, two or three strands 

»k No. 8 or 9. 

d with water-rat's fiir, and rib- 
dun hen's hackle ; wings from 

ing ; tail, two strands of a griz- 
10. 

: silk, ribbed with silver twist, 

wings, the dark feather of the 

id short Hook No. 10. 

iun fly. Body, light blue fur ; 

B, the inside feather of a teal's 

ite cock's hackle. Hook No. 9 
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The Pale Yellow Dun. A very killing fly. Body, yellow 
mohair, or mardn's pale yellow far, tied with yellow silk ; 
wings, the lightest part of a feather from a yoang starling^s 
wing. Hook No. 12. 

The Orange Dun, Body, red sqairrePs fur, ribbed with 
gold thread; legs, red hackle; wings from the starling's 
wing ; tail, two fibres of red cock's hackle. Hook No. 9. 

The Coachman. Body, copper-colored peacock's herl; 
legs, red hackle; wings, from landrail. Hook No. 8. 

CoW'Dung Fly. Useful chiefly in dark, windy weather. 
Body, dull lemon colored mohair ; legs, red hackle ; wings, 
from feathers of the landrail or starling's wing. Hook No. 8 
or 9. 

The Harems Ear Dun. Body, the fur of the hare's ear ; 
wings, the feather from a starling's wbg ; tail, two fibres of 
the brown feather of a starling's wing. Hook No. 10, some- 
times dressed without the wisk or tail. 

Edmon$on^$ WeUh Fly. Body, dull orange mohair ; legs, 
the back feather of a partridge ; wings, the feathers from a 
woodcock's wing. 

The Kingdom 
bed with crimson i 
of a woodcock's *« 

Brown Shiner 
Aeri, twisted span 

Oravel or 8pii 
hackle ; wings, th 
Also made with a 

The Iron Blue 
light dun hackle ; 
American robin. 

The Great Re 
daring the whole 
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and brown, mixed with gold twist ; legs, bright red cock's 
hackle ; wings, the light feather of the starling's wing ; tail, 
three strands of a red cock's hackle. Hook No. 7. 

Black Onat. Body, black hackle, or ostrich herl, tied 
with black silk ; wings, the feather from a starling's wing. 
Hook No. 13. 

Wren Tail, An excellent killer in small bright streams, 
is always dressed as a hackle fly. Body, dark orange silk, 
with wings and legs of a wren's taiL Although the feathers 
of a wren's tail cannot be properly called hackles, they are 
here osed as such, and this remark will i^ply to other feath- 
ers similarly employed. Hook No. 12. 

The Bracken Clock, A kind of beetle. Body, peacock's 
herl, dressed full, and tied with purple silk; wings, feather 
of a pheasant's breast. Hook No. 9 or 10. 

Red Ant, in imitation of the small red ant Body, pea- 
cock's herl, made full at the tail, and spare toward the head ; 
legs, red or ginger cock's hacUe; wings, from the light 
feather of the starling's wing. Hook No. 9 or 10. By sub- 
stituting ostrich herl for peacock's herl, and a black hackle 
instead of a red one, the black ant may be imitated. 

The Sand Fly, Body, the fur from a hare's neck twisted 
round silk of the same color ; legs, a ginger hen's hackle ; 
wings, the feather from the landrail's wing. Hook No. 9. 

The Stone Fly. One of the larger kind of flies used in 
windy weather. Body, fur of the hare*s ear, mixed with 
brown and yellow mohair, and ribbed with yellow silk, the 
yellow color towards the tall ; legs, a brownish red hackle ; 
wings, the dark feather of the mallard's wing ; tail, two or 
three fibres of the mottled feather of the partridge. Hook 
No. 6. 

y. Body, peacock's herl, tied with dark brown 
Dch-a-bonddu hackle; wings, the brown speckled 
mallard's back. Hook No. 8. Sometimes dress- 



-r^sik- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THX TROUT. 



103 



ed on a No. 6 or 7 book, and winged with the red mmp 
feather of a pheasant, when it is found excellent as a lake fly. 

Qreen Drake, Body, yellow floM silk, ribbed with brown 
silk, the extreme head and tail coppery peacock's herl; 
legs, a red or ginger hackle; wings, the mottled wing of tho 
mallard, stained olive ; tail or whisk, three hairs from a rab- 
bit's whiskers. Hook No. 6. The natural fly appears in 
May and June, in such vast numbers that the trout become 
glutted with them, and grow fat upon their good living. 
Sometimes preferred dressed on a No. 4 or 5 hook. 

Orey Drake. Body, white floss silk, ribbed with dark 
brown or mulberry colored silk; head, and top of the tail, 
peacock's herl ; legs, a grizzle cock's hackle ; wings, a mal- 
lard's motded feather, made to stand upright; tail, three 
whiskers of a rabbit. 

The Black Palmer, This is a standard fly, and its merits 
are too well known U 
drop-fly in dark, rainy 
Body, ostrich's herl, 
cock's hackle over alL 

The Soldier Palm 
considered the most 
glers never fit up a fl] 
some kind for a drop-i 
be used vdth success 
for a bright stream a % 
fly must be more spai 
very clear, the gold ti 
hackle be tied with r 
a black hackle for th 
squirrel's fur, ribbed 
over alL 

The Oovemor, 1 
ribbed with gold twit 
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or ginger hackle ; wings, the light part of a pheasant's wing. 
Hook No. 9. 

Coch-<i4>onddu, This fly is a well known &Torite 
throughout the United Kingdom, though not alwajs under die 
same name. The cock that furnishes the peculiarly mixed 
deep and red black feather, necessary to make this fly, is in 
great estimation. Body, peacock*s herl ; legs and wings, red 
and black, or coch-a-bonddu hackle. Hook No. 8 or 9. For 
dear streams it is dressed on a No. 12 hook. 

The Yellow Sally. Body, pale yellow fur, or mohair, 
ribbed with fiiwn colored silk ; legs, a ginger hackle ; wings, 
a white hackle, died yellow. Hook No. 9. 

Oinger Hackle. Body, short and spare, of yellow silk ; 
legs and wings, a ginger hackle. Hook No. 8. 

Oroute Hackle. Body, varied to the water and season, 
such as peacock's herl, orange silk, &c. ; legs and wings, a 
grouse hackle. Hook from No. 8 to 12. 

The DoUeril Hackle. Body made of yellow silk ; legs 
and wings from the feather of a dotteril. Hook from No. 6 
to 12. This is an excellent fly, and in the north parts of 

to the red hackle, 
ange floss silk, tied on with 
ith peacock's topping: if 
black cock's hackle will 
these must be wound all 
n snapped off. 
dark blue floss silk, tied 
ick hackle; wings, feather 
9 to 12.« 

trich herl, rather full ; legs, 
of the starling's wing. 

1 are entirely too smaU for the 
k No. 9 or 10 b recommended, 
I of bjT Blaine are more guitabla. 
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The following night, and other flies, are from Blaine ; 

The Mealy White Moth. Upper wings, the dappled light 
feather of the mallard, or any very light clear colored feather; 
mider wings, the soft mealy feather of a white owl, or in de- 
feult, any soft white feather ; body, white rabbit's fur or 
white ostrich herl, dressed foil, and exhibiting a brown hand ; 
legs, a white cock's hackle, carried two or three turns only ^ 
behind the wings. Hook No. 3, 4 or 5. 

The Mealy Brown Moth, Upper wings, the diqypled 
feather of a mallard, dyed a reddish brown; mider wings, 
the soft feather of a brown owl, or a soft reddish feather or 
two from the landrail ; body, any soft brown for, as of the 
hare, brown hog's down, bear's far, and the nearest the 
shade is to tan the better, to be dressed moderately fall and 
long; legs, a brown cock's hackle, carried one tarn beyond 
that of the preceding fly. Hook No. 3, 4 or 5. 

The Mealy Cream Moth. Upper wings, the cream color* 
ed feather of the gray owl ; nnder wings, the soft feathers of 
the same a shade lighter; body, any dabbing or ftir of a cream 
color; legs, a ginger hackle, wrapped three times. Hook No. 
4, 5, or 6. 

The Evening White-Winged Harl Fly. Wmgs, of a 
white fowl's feather; body, peacock's herl, dressed fall and 
short; legs, a very minate portion of red hackle. Hook 
No. 5, 6, 7, or 8. 

The Humble Bee. Wings, of the cock black-bird, to lie 
flat ; body, fore part dabbed with K ' ' 
hinder part of a deep orange; leg 
body with a brown hackle. HooV 

The Large Blow, or Flesh-Fly 
looking feather, to be dressed flat ; 
bear's fur, and a very small portio 
with it, tied with silk of the same. 
jrick out the dabbing to make it loo 
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brown or black hackle, dreued two tuma only behind the 
wing8. 

Tfte HazU Fltft or Lady Birdf crastaceoas wings. A 
gmall stumpy portion of the red feather of a partridge's tail 
or landrail's wing, to be dressed extended; under wing, 
transparent looking feather of a hen black-bird, rather longer 
than the former, to be dressed thin, and rather less extended; 
body, dubbed thick and round with dark purple mohair, and 
a small quantity of brown fur intermingled, which, when 
picked out, form the legs. Hook No. 7 or 8. 

The Orl Fly, Wings, a brown hen's or a landrail s rud- 
dy feather, to be dressed long and close to the back ; body, 
ribbed alternately with dark brown and orange dubbing, add- 
ing antennsB, or horns ; legs, a grizzle cock's hackle. Hook 
No. 6 or 7. 

Cinnamon Fly, or Fetid Light Brown, Wings of a ruddy 
cream color, from the feather of the landrail, or any other of 
~i long, large, and flat; body, seal's 
I, a reddish brown hackle. Hook 
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flies not enumerated in the fore- 
will occasionally £uicy. On this 

iial flies required for the practice 
endy estimated by difierent wri- 
ch Walton, gives a list of twelve 
is friend Cotton judiciously dou* 
a century. and a half has since 
as more extended observation 
ippetite in fish for the insect race, 
jely extraordinary to find a writer 
Dutracting the required numbers 
Red and Black Palmers, Red and 
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Spinner, and a Moth ! A fly-book eo furnished, might secure 
a medley of roach, dace, chub, and a few unhappy trout, 
which had strayed out of bounds ; but the exhibition of both 
bait and fish would not be very creditable to the professed 
fly-fisher. We have no doubt that many of the flies which 
the books of some excellent Anglers contain, are seldom 
called into action ; but as they are when collected not very 
cumbrous in carriage, eat and drink nothing, and may now 
and then suit the ' lucky occasion,' we see no disadvantage, 
but approve the judgment of those Anglers in being furnished 
with them. In our own fishing practice, we have met with 
numerous gratifying proofs of the benefit of an ample store ; 
but infinitely more have we felt the benefit arising from our 
ability to increase our stock from our own resources, when- 
ever we found occasion so to do. 

Many of the flies mentioned will be found useful to 
the Angler in this country. They may be had at the regular 
tackle stores, can be made to order, or procured from 
England. Some difficulty may arise should the sportsman 
wisbto make his own flies, in procuring the exact feathers 
and materials as described, but similar feathers can be taken 
fi'om many of our birds, or can be dyed the same colors, 
which will answer every purpose. 

Although flies of every descriptio 
principal cities, there are many in dif 
who will not be able to procure the 
most skilful fisher may have the mi 
flies at the beginning of a day s spor 
therefore, for every brother of this 
always ready with his materials and 
ing the artificial fly. In fact, it is tl 
glers, always to examine the waters 
the trees, to procure the latest inseci 
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fall a prey to the voracions ^roat, and imitate natixre^s handi 
work on the spot. 

Gay, the celebrated poet, who was a great pro6cient in 
fly-fishing, in his " Rural Sports,*' gives the following beaati- 
fiil description of fly-making: 

** He shakes the boaf ht that on the laaifia prow. 
Which o'er the stream a waring forest throw, 
When, if an insect fall, (his certain guide,) 
He gently takes him from the whirling tide, 
Examines well his form with curious eyes, 
His gaudy vest, his wings, his horns, his sixe ; 
Then round the hook the choaen Air he winds, 
And on the back a speckled feather binds ; 
So ju«t the colors shine in every part. 
That nature soems to live again in art.** 

And also— 

M i*o frame the little animal provide 
All the gay hues that wait on (bmale pride : 
Let nature guide thee ; sometimes golden wire 
The shining bellies of the fly require | 
The peacock's plumes thy tackle must not fail, 
"^N Nor the dear purchase of the sable's tail ; 

Each gaudy bird some slender tribute brings. 

And lends the glowing insect proper wings ; 

Silks of all colors must their aid impart. 

And every fur promote the fisher's art i 

So the gay lady, with expensive care, 

Borrows the pride of land, of sea, of air ; 

Furs, pearls, and plumes, the glittering thing displays, 

Daszles our eyes, and easy hearts betrays." 

stions, by various authors, 
i method suited to his own 
ice and perseverance, he can 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TROUT. 103 

fQoceed in fbrming flies eoitable for his different fishing- 
grounds, with very little tronble. 

How to make the Artificial Winged Fly- — (Hofland.) — 
" There are several modes adopted in making the artificial 
fly ; one is. to tie the wings on the hook, in the natural posi- 
tion, in the first instance ; another method is, to place the 
feathers for the wings in a reverse position, in the first in- 
stance, and naturally afterwards; and the third and last way, 
is to tie the wings on the hook, after the body is made, instead 
of beginning the fly with them. 

** The most expeditious way of completing a number of 
flies, is to have every necessary material arranged immediately 
under your eye, and every article separate and distinct ; aU 
the hooks, gut, or hair, wings, hackle, dubbing, silk, and wax, 
ready assorted and prepared for instant M»e. The hooks re- 
quire to be sized for your different flies; the gut requires the 
most careful examination and a^jostment; the hackles have 
to be stripped, and the dubbing to be well mixed ; the silk 
assorted, and to be of the finest texture ; and the wings to be 
tied the length of the hook they are to be &stened to, in or- 
der that the fibres of the feather may be all brought into the 
small compass of the hook. This previous trouble not only 
saves time, but insures a degree of neatness that is otherwise 
almost unattainable. 

" The tying of the wings is thus performed : a piece of 
well waxed silk is laid in a noose on the fore-fioger of the left 
hand, the wings or feathers are put on the under part of the 
noose, and at the distance "' ' ,»<...• . - 

the thumb is then applied 
end of the noose in the mc 
the noose is drawn quite t 
an inch of the knot, to lei 
wing. If the tbomb is no 
be paHed away. 
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" First Method — How to make the Fly with the Wingt in 
the natural position in the first instance. Hold the hook by 
the bend, with the point downwards, between the fore-finger 
and thumb of the left hand; with your waxed silk in your 
right hand, give one or two tarns round the bare hook, about 
midway; lay the end of the gut along the upper side of the 
hook, (if tied on the under side, the fly will not swim true, 
but condnually revolve,) wrap the silk firmly until you get 
within a few turns of the top; you then take the wings, lay 
them along the shank with the right hand, and hold them 
firmly in their place to the hook with the left hand. Next, 
tie the feather tightly at the point of contact, with two or 
three turns; cut ofi^the superfluous ends of the feather, and 
tying the head of the fly very firmly, you carry the silk around 
tiie gut beyond the head, that the end of the hook may not 
chafe, or cut away the gut; then retrace the silk, until you 
come to the tying on of the wings. Divide the wings equally, 
and carry the silk through the division alternately, two or 
three times, to keep the wings distinct from each other. Now 
prepare the hackle, by drawing back the fibres, and by hav- 
ing two or three less on the butt, on the side of the feather 
that comes next the hook, that it may revolve without twist- 
ing away. Tie the butt-end of the hackle close to the wings, 
having its upper or dark side to the head of the fly. The 
Scotch reverse this, and tie the hackle with its under side to 
the head ; and likewise strip the fibres entirely off that side 
which touches the hook. Take the dubbing between the 
fore-finger and the thumb of the right hand, twist it very 
thinly about your silk, and carry it around the hook as far as 
«.«« {Titan/i fiiA >io/>vie or legs to be carried, and hold it be- 
r and thumb of the left hand, or fasten it. 
'ers, carry the hackle around your hook, 
gs, and down to where you have brought 
ag, then continue to finish your body, by 
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carrying over the end of the hackle; and when you haTe 
made the body of sufficient length, fasten off by bringing 
the silk twice or thrice loosely around the hook, and passing 
the end through the coils, to make all tight. 

** Some finish the body of this fly thus :— when the hackle 
is fastened, after it has made the legs of the fly, the bare silk 
is carried to the end of the intended body; dubbing is then 
carried up to the legs and there fastened. 

" Second Method. This manner of proceeding differs 
from the first in fixing on of the wings. When you have 
fastened the gut and hook together, to the point where the 
wings are to be tied, apply the wings to the hook, with the 
butt of the feather lying uppermost; when the wings are well 
fastened, pull them back into their natural position; and 
when the head of the fly is finished, pass the silk alternately 
through the wings ; and, having your silk well tied to the 
roots of the wings, (and not over the roots,) the fly is to be 
completed, as in the first method, having cut off the roots of 
the feather.** 

Hoio to make the Hackle or Palmer f7y.— (Eennie.)^ 
" Hold your hook in a horizontal p— '*^ 
downwards, and the bent of it bet\ 
thumb of your left hand; and having 
of sUk-worm gut, and other materiala 
a yard of red marking silk, well was 
hand give it four or five turns about 
inclining the turns to the right hand ; 
shank, turn it into such a loop as yo 
to make for fastening off, and draw i 
of the silk to hang down at each en 
singed the end of your bristle, lay th 
of the shank of the hook, as low as i 
or five times round ; then singing th( 
to a fit length, turn it over to the I 



^*u 4.^ «v i_ 



Digitized by 



Google 



113 THB TROUT. 

pinching it into a proper form, whip down and fasten off as 
before directed, which wQl bring both enda of the silk into 
the bent. After yon have waxed your silk again, take three 
or foor strands of ostrich feather, and holding them and the 
bent of your hook as at first directed, the feathers to your left 
band and the roots in the bent of your hook, with that end 
of the silk which you have just now waxed, whip them three 
or four times round and fasten off; then taming the feathers 
to the right, and twisting them and the silk with your fore- 
finger and thumb, wind them round the shank of the hook, 
still supplying the short strands with new ones, as they fiiil, 
tiU you come to the end and fasten of!. When you have so 
done, dip off the ends of the feathers and trim the body of 
the palmer small at the extremity, and full in the middle, and 
wax both ends of your silk, which are now divided, and lie 
at either end of the hook. 

'* Lay your work by you ; and taking a strong bold hackle, 
ti long, straighten the stem care- 
snd between the fore-finger and 
ith those of the right stroke the 
lat which they naturally lie; and 
\ it as before, lay the hackle into 
be hollow (which is the palest) 
very fast to its place; in doing 
tie in many of the fibres; or tf 
pick them out with the point of 

A made fast, the ntmost care and 
ig it on ; for if you fiiil in this, 
must begin all again : to prevent 
r pale side to your left hand, and 
»f the stem down on the dubbing, 
nd; and holding fast what you 
loose fibres which yon may have 
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taken m, and make another torn; then lay hold of the hackin 
with the third and fonrth fingers of your left hand, with which 
yon may extend it while you disengage the loose fihres as 
hefore. 

" In this manner proceed till yon oome within an eighth 
of an inch of the end of the shank, where yon will find an 
end of silk hanging, and by which time yon will find the 
fibres at the great end of the hackle something discomposed; 
clip these off close to the stem, and with the end of yonr mid* 
die finger press the stem close to the hook, while with the 
fore-finger of your right hand, yon torn the silk into a loop; 
which when you have twice put over the end of the shank of 
the hook, loop and all, your work is safe. 

" Then wax that end of the silk which yon now used, and 
turn it over as before, till you have taken up nearly all that 
remained of the hook, observing to lay the turns neatly side 
by side; and hkstly clip off the ends of the silk.*' 

On making the Palmer or Haekle-Flyt toUh ike coeVe or 
hen's feeUherSf Hofland remarks, " is simply as described in 
the fore-named method 
the legs and body, taki 
long as, or rather long 
npon. 

** But in making ha 
those of the snipe, doti 
stripping off the snperfl 
ing back a sufficient qt 
the feather by the root 
its outside uppermost,) 
your mouth, and wet 1 
to back. When the gi 
on the feather near to 
may be tied either at i 
feather twice or thrice 



Digitized by 



Google 









114 TH£ TROUT. 

or more loops ; the fibres of the feather will then lie the r»> 
▼erse way, cut oflf the saperflooua part of the feather, diat 
remains after tying, and twist on the body of the required 
length ; fasten by two loops, draw down the fibres of the 
feather to the bend, and the fly is finished. 

" If tinsel, or gold and silver twist be required for the 
body of the fly, it must be tied on after the hackle, but caiv 
ried round the body before the hackle makes the legs. If 
the tinsel be required only at the tail of the fly, it must be 
tied on immediately after the gut and hook are put together; 
the hackle next, and then the body, Asc. 

" The choice of your fly must depend much upon the na 
ture of the water you fish in, and Uie state of the weather » 
if the water be full, and somewhat colored, your flies may be 
of the larger and darker kind ; if, on the contrary, the water 
should be low and clear, and the day bright, your fly should 
be dressed accordingly, t. e., it should be pale in color and 
spare in the dressing." 

Of the different Feathers spoken of, A very good imita- 
tion of the starling's wing, which is a plain pale grey, can be 
taken firom the wing of a duck, and also from the wing and 
tail of the black-bird. The mallard's wing, which is a light 
grey feather, with black specks, can be nearly imitated by 
die feather taken from the wing and shoulder of the conmion 
drake, and also by some of the light colored feathers of the 
game-hen. A similar to the landrail, which is a palish brown, 
can be supplied from the woodcock or pheasant. The coch- 
a-bonddu feather is neither more nor leas than the black and 
red feather of the cock. 
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This, with the Trout, maybe cozu 
the world. It appears to inhabii 
northern ooontries. We read of 
days of ancient Rome; and they 
many and Poland from time immi 
Natural History in England, says 
into that country in the year 1537 
tar double the price of a lamb ; bui 
Dame Julianna Bemers, who livec 
lore the abovementioned year, (14 
struotions for taking him, which ral 
elusion as to the period in which 
country. ** Take a codlynge hoi 
fressheheeryng; andawyrewith 
it in at the mouth and out at the ts 
the fresshe heeryng; and thenne ] 
after, and draw the hoke into the 
yog; then put a plumbe of lede uf 
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from your hoke, and a flote in mid way betweene ; and caat 
it in a pytte where the pyke nsyth ; and this is the beste and 
moost sorest crafte of takynge the pyke.*' In all probability 
they are natives of England as well as other parts of Eorope. 
He is certainly one of the oldest inhabitants of oar own 
coontry, as he was well known to the natives, and in some 
parts is still called by the Indian name of Moscalinga. At all 
events, he does not need such restrictions for his preservation 
as were a short time since proposed in the Legislature of the 
State of New-York, for the protection of carp in the Hudaoo 
river. On a debate for the passage of a law to protect some 
newly imported fish of the carp species, a Mr. Bloss said : 
** that he was in favor of a term of naturahzationy not over 
five years, and so he would protect tfie fishy foreigner, 
at least for that space of time." This well-timed joke cansed 
so much merriment and good feeling amongst the members 
of the House, that the law of protection passed with but httie 

ryrant of the Waters, the Wolf- 
bark; and certainly, from his 
leserves all these names; and 
us as that very peculiar bird, 
nngs, and even the jack-planes 
er employed to fit up its cage, 
must be very powerful, and 
Qy strong, if ajl that is said of 



eoplo chaM : 

ir own kindred race : 

) liquid plain, 

irs his fenow train." 



a mule, while drinking from a 
tfa by a large pike, and nearly 
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drowned, Init by the aid of an attendant, the mule succeeded 
in getting his head above water, and brought the pike on 
shore, still clinging to his mouth. They have also been 
known to devour young goslings, rats, and mice, and when 
placed in ponds with other fish, have sometimes devoured 
them all. 

Smith relates the following story, which serves to show 
the "ruling passion strong in death: " ** A gentleman was 
once angling for pike, and succeeded in taking a very large 
one, at which time he was encountered by a shepherd and 
his dog. He made the man a present of his fish, and while 
engaged in clearing his tackle, he saw the dog, who had for 
some time been expressing his satisfaction by the most une- 
quivocal signs, seat himself unsuspectingly, with his taQ at a 
tempting proximity to the jaws of the pike, which suddenly 
caught at it It would be impossible to express the terror of 
the dog, on finding such an appendage entailed upon him ; 
he ran in every direction to free himself, but in vain, and at 
last plunged into the stream as a last resource— but this was 
equally firuitless. 
fish's teeth, that it 
struggled over to 1 
low the sur&ce. 
tar's cottage with 
firom his unwillinf 
tigue the latter hac 
teeth into a stick v 

They are know 
with an unpronou 
that lived to the a 
was taken in a lali 

* Astomeofonrr 
to ma the rkk ofbm 
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ring attached, stating that it had been place4 there in the 
year 1280, making its age 249 years. It weighed 350 poonds. 
The identical ring is still preserved at Manheim. On 
drawing a pool near Newport, (Eng.) one was taken weigh 
ing 170 pounds. They are said also to grow to a very large 
size, and to live to a very great age in Persia. 

** In 1801,'* says Blaine, " a hook, baited with a roach, 
was set in the manor pond at Toddington, Bedfordshire ; the 
next morning a large pike was caught, which with difficulty 
was got out It appeared that a pike of three and a half 
pounds weight was first caught, which was afterwards swal- 
lowed by another weighing thirteen pounds and a halt and 
both were taken. 

"From the size of the fish which have occasionally been taken 
from within them, there appears to be hardly any limit to their 
voracity. One caught in the Iris was found to contain a bar- 
bel of six pounds, and a chub of more than three : these nine 
pounds of food formed nearly a third of his own proper bulk, 
which was 31 1-2 pounds. The circumstance of two fish of 
such dimensions being within the animal at one time, is a 
proof tliat the calls of appetite in this tribe are of a peculiar 
kind; they are most imperative but not incessant. The de- 
siro to fill the stomach is such that no offal is refused ; animal 
substances of every kind, living and dead, are equally well 
received, and sometimes other matter ; for the clay plummet 
of the Angler, the clay and bran balls for ground-baiting, when 
he is in one of his gormandizing moods, are not refused, of 
which many instances have occurred ; and it is at such times 
that he dashes at large flies on the water, prompted to it pro- 
bably by his habits of receiving there many savory morsels, 
in the shape of rats, mice, and frogs, as well as the young of 

wans, and other aquatic birds, which he is 

on as readily as fish." 

md in our streams, ponds, and lakes, fi?om one 
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eztremitj of the Udiou to the other, and do not materially 
differ from the same species in other conntries, and, as the 
Yankee would say, will live as long, eat as much, and grow 
as large, as in any other place on drth. The largest within 
recollection was taken in one of oar western lakes, and 
weighed 46 pounds. 

They increase in size faster than any other fish known. 
Block, a German author, says, that '' in the first year tb^ 
grow from eight to ten inches, in the second from twelve to 
fourteen, and in the third from eighteen to twenty." ^ 

They are observed by Walton to be " a solitary, melan- 
choly, and bold fish ; melancholy because he always swims 
or rests himself alone, and never swims in shoals or with 
company, as the roach and -dace and most other fish do, and 
bold because he fears not a shadow, or to see and be seen, 
as the trout and chub, and all other fish do.'* Rather sorry 
company for any kind 
to Bennie, who says tl 
abundance of fish, in c 
was a carp weighing i 
out of him. Poor satis 
tribe to promenade do 
mal, and to have the p< 
once without sauce, < 
piece out of the back c 
the song goes, . 

* Like the trout and the 

Sitting down plnjinf 

gmme of backgammo 

No wonder they have 
should stay by thems< 
all means, and keep a^ 
** come smoking,'' ace 
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for the well set appetite of man, instead of the sharpened 
teeth and unsatiable desires of one of their own species." 

They generally spawn in the months of March and April, 
and sometimes, in some parts of the country, as eariy as 
Febmary. Their colors, when in good water and under £Eh 
vorable circumstances, are exceedingly beautiful. Smith re- 
marks that " during the height of the season^ their colors are 
extremely brilliant, being green, diversified with bright yel- 
low spots; at the close of the season the green fiides to a 
grayish hue; and the yellow spots become faint and in- 
distinct" 

They are fond of still, shady spots, under and near the 
weed called pickerel-weed, and appear to grow better and 
larger in ponds and lakes than in swift runn^lg streams. In 
the extreme heat of summer, they are often found near the 
surface, where they are sometimes taken with a wire noose, 
attached to a long pole. They are so bold that they wiU often 
take a bait after breaking their hold a few minutes previous, 
and they have been taken in several instances with a number 
of hooks imbedded in the flesh in the inside of their mouths. 
^^ " ^ 3ep holes, and under rocky 
i, &»., from which places 
ire readily taken by spear 
nail live fish for bait At 
Euice is somewhat changed, 
their spots of a darker hue. 
nee of the pike and jack is 
ity; during the summer 
e somewhat torpid, which 
I the pike economy, seeing 
Qts of the fish, for they must 
ciation from the effects of 
is fortunate, for were the 
could escape; but during 
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die sammer they are listless, and affect tlie surface of the 
water, where in warm sunny weather they seem to bask in a 
sleepy state for hoars together, and at these times frequently 
get ensnared by the wire halter of the poacher. It is not a 
little remarkable, also, that smaller fish appear to be aware 
when this abstinent state of their foe is on him ; for they who 
at other times are evidently impressed with an instinctive 
dread at his presence, are now seen swimming around him 
with total unconcern. At these periods, no baits, however 
tempting, can allure him ; but on the contrary, he retreats 
fi^m every thing of the kind. Windy weather is alone capa- 
ble of exciting the dormant powers ; and then, if a cool sharp 
breeze spring up, he may sometimes be tempted to run ; 
but even then he will rather play with the bait, and may be 
seen even sailing about with it across his mouth ; after doing 
which he commonly ejects it This inaptitude to receive 
fixid with the usual keenness, continues from the time they 
spawn, until the time of their recovery from the effects of it ; 
and thus pike and jack fishing are not productive of much 
sport between March and October, unless an occasional 
breeze should blow a hungry fit on them ; and it is thus also 
that when they are attempted between these periods, the 
experienced fisher often at once conunences his practice by 
snap-tackle. 

" We are disposed to think that the decreased voracity of 
these fish during the heats of summer, is in some measure 
likewise influenced by the increi ' "" * 

animal thrives best in frigid climei 
ceed within certain limits, the larg 
the Canadian lakes he exists in va 
the length of four or five feet ; am 
cold waters of Lapland, also disap 
henburg, in geographical distribu 
It is no wonder, therefore, that oi 
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to the equator Bhonld unnenre his powers, particularly during 
the sommer heats/' 

Iq this coantry, generally speaking, except in the more 
sonthem parts, the habits of the pike, although very similar, 
are not quite so indolent as they are in England. In the 
northern parts of the States of New-York and Pennsylvania, 
and the more northern states, where the climate is colder than 
that mentioned by Blaine, they are frequently taken in fine 
condition, and with the usual quantity of sport, in the months 
of August and September. Grenerally speaking, the months 
of September and October are found to be the best months, 
and in many parts of the country, afford the Angler as much 
true enjoyment and diversion, as any other of the numerous 
modes of piscatorial amusement 

The streams and ponds containing them are abundant, and 

furnish immense quantities. There is perhaps more angling 

for the pike than for any other of the finny tribe, insomuch 

o mention a section of the country, 

more southern states, which do 

the pike, from the moderate size 

the essex or muscalinga of our 

9 of taking them in the ponds and 
sh or bamboo, about 12 feet long, 
mtaining from 50 to 100 yards of 
with a small fish, or the leg or 
bait The hook, which should 
Imon, from No. to 5, according 
t attached to strong gimp or wire, 
3r spring and autumn fishing, and 
ike are shy, strong twisted gut is 
ihing, the addition of a swivel 
float, will be found necessary, 
marlu : " Mr. Nobbs, with more 
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tmth than good taste, has observed, that if your hook and 
line be good, you may make shift with an indifferent rod; 
and he seems to ridicule ' those precise craftsmen who spend 
their time in admiring their instruments; * for he adds, that 
he has 'often put a ring on his walking-stick, and with his 
line thus mounted, has killed his pike ; ' and no one doubts 
him. We have also heard a boy discourse sweet music on a 
Jew's-harp; and yet, somehow, jews'-harps have not super 
seded the use of the violin, which is passing strange ! 

'* We shall not, however, have much difficulty in persuad 
ing the true Angler that an appropriate rod will not only add 
to the success of his practice, but will render that practice 
more convenient and agreeable than otherwise. It will cer- 
tainly be more professionally characteristic. In the rod or 
rods used for jack fishing, the method to be employed, the 
nature of the water, and the probable size of the fish, are all 
matters necessary to be taken into account. In live-bait 
fishing, and in trolling, a rod of nearly similar length and di- 
mensions is required; but in snap-fishing, one of greater 
strength but diminished length is generally employed. In a 
very wide water, considerable length of rod is necessary for 
the purpose of reaching the probable haimts of the fish, and 
making a cast over the reeds or sedges which frequently skirt 
the banks and edges of some waters, 
siderable length, the bait often falls si 
its object, but gets torn by falling w 
the reeds ; and an opening between 
situation for jack,} either in rivers ( 
reached without a length rod. A p 
the intended sport, not only adds to 
tice, but likewise to the success of i 
which, it must be conceded, that in 
V more the method of the Angler tb 
that is essentially requisite to his spo 
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As pike angling has become a fiivorite practice with many 
sportsmen, both in this country and Europe, the particular 
directions, practice, and instructions of the best, will be se- 
lected for the benefit of those not initiated. The following, 
from the last mentioned writer, the reader can adapt to his 
peculiar situation, compared with the localities mentioned. 

" The rod or rods, for both live-bait fishing and trollmg 
in the rivers of the southern parts of the kingdom, may be 
made throughout of bamboo ; but a rod so made must be 
composed of the very best possible materials ; in which case, 
in good hands, it will be fully equal to land any pike that does 
not exceed eight or ten pounds in weight. But where pike 
may probably be met with of heavier weight, the butt and 
top at least, should be of some solid wood ; the former may 
be of willow,* for lightness, and the latter of any tough, con* 
densed wood, at the discretion of a good rod maker, sm> 
mounted with one-third whalebone. 

** For the lochs of Scotland, the lakes and meres of Eng- 
lish counties, known to contain pike from 15 to 20 pounds, or 
more, in weight, the rod must wholly be formed of solid 
wood.t But even here we recommend that the butts be 
bored, both to lighten, and also to contain one or two spare 
tops, which it may very well do without weakening it 
Every trolling rod should be fitted up with at least one 
spare top, but it may with still more propriety have 
two. One should be made shorter and stronger than 

* The butt! of rode told at the flihing'-taekle stores, are usnally made 
of maple, and the tops of lance-wood, which is a good arraa^meat of 
woods, the former being perfectly strong and solid, and the latter tough 
and pliable ; add the bamboo joints, as above described, of a proper 
taper, and you have a rod that cannot be surpassed for lightness, 
strength, and durability. See Article on Rods, page 22. 

t Well seasoned ash, with a maple butt and lance-wuod top. Is the 
best description that can be used, and is suitable for lake fishing; 
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te other, to "vary the fishing according to circamataDces, 
and likewise to enable the Angler at a distance from hit 
•tores, to have recourse to snap-fishing, if he find the jack 
dainty ; this porpose may, however, be still more effectually 
answered by a second top, made wholly of whalebone, 
and less than half the length of the other. Where the angling 
mania has possession of a trayeller, as it had of ourselves, it is 
of much importance that an article should be capable of be- 
ing converted into many purposes. By such a rod as we 
have just described, he may troll in every water in the king- 
dom; nay, he may extend his fishings to the enormous pike 
of the Canadian lakes, mailed over with rhomboidal scales, 
and yet he may not return without a successful run. 

** Captain Williamson says, that ' the spare top of an ordi* 
nary bottom-rod, which is occasionally employed for jack 
trolling, should be firm, and not too pliant, so that it will bear 
a weight of four pounds hung to the hook without breaking.' 
Mr. Salter on this head, says : * I have two tops to my troll 
ing rod, which I always carry with me, in case of breaking 
one, &c. ; one is made very flexible of wood, and a whale- 
bone top, about two feet long; to this, for strength and secu- 
rity, I have a ring in the wood part, as well as Uie large one 
atthe whalebone top; this top I always use when trolling 
with the gorge-bait, or when fishing with live bait ; the other 
top is made wholly of stoat whalebone, about one foot long; 
this I use only when map-fishing, for which it is well adapted 
by its superior strergth and stiffness.' 

" The length of the it>^ ^'^' i;««-i*-;f i;.k4«» *.»j «^ii:.»» -,««. 
vary from 15 to 17 feel 
wood and workmanship 
DO case too much ; and 
over, one of 16 or 18 fe< 

The Rings or Ouii 
should be much larger 
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wider apart, say fix)m two to three feet from each other. 
The Bolid rings, or patent guides, as they are called, and the 
patent tip or end, should be preferred. 

The manner of baiting, where a single hook is used, for 
live or dead bait-fishing, is the same as ^t before described 
for trout. 

The Bottom-Tackle is sometimes fitted up with swivel- 
traces, which Blaine thus describes: " The single, is thus 
made : to about 10 or 12 inches of gimp, add a hook-swivel 
at one end, and a loop at the other; the hook of the swivel 
will receive the loop also of the gimp-hook, and the gut loop 
will receive the reel line by a draw bow-knot, which it wiU 
be prudent occasionally to examine, when the reel line used is 
one either of hair, or silk and hair, as such knots made in 
them sometimes loosen, but in the plaited silk this never 
happens. It will be necessary to add three or four swan 
shots to the trace, or otherwise a dip-lead,* either of which 
should be fixed just above the swiveL Note here, that it is 
necessary to add some weight to all the fish-bait beyond their 
own: the intention of which is, that the increased resistance 
to the water, made by this means, occasions an increase in the 
velocity of their spinning, by way of counteraction. 

" The Double Sioivel^ Trace f is made by uniting two 10 
inch lengths of gimp by a box-swivel; to one end of this 
trace, add another swivel of the hook kind, loop the remain 
ing end, and finish by adding to the trace by way of ballast, 
either swan-shot or a dip-lead. Note, that in the application 
of these traces, it may be sometimes more convenient, in 
stead of making a loop for receiving the hook-loop, to whip 
the hook at once to the trace, and this may be more particu- 

* A sinker, with twivels attached to each end, dispensing with the 
swivel described, is generally preferred by American Anders ; and also 
in the double swivel-trace, one of the flwivels is often omitted, and « 
swivel sinker used instead. 
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larly proper when the water k shallow. On this subject, 
Salter says: * In the summer months, when the water gets 
low and bright, from a continuance of dry weather, I have 
found, when I used traces made of the choicest twisted gut, 
instead of gimp, and hooks also tied to twisted gut, tLat I 
have killed more jack and pike, either when trolling with the 
gorge, or live-bait fishing, than I could if I used gimp. This, 
you are to observe, is only during the summer, when jack 
sod pike are not much on the feed, and the water is very 
bright — they seem shy of coarse tackle; but not so in winter 
and spring, for they are then well on the feed and the water 
is generally somewhat discolored, at which time and seasons 
I believe jack and pike would take a baited hook if it was 
tied to a clothes' line or rope.'' 

Another mode of taking the pike is by baiting with a 
small fish on the gorgchook, which Hofland says is " either a 
double or single hook, fixed on a twisted brass wire, and loaded 
on the shank with lead, to which is attached a piece of gimp, 
eight or ten inches long, at the end of which is a small loop. 
To bait this hook you must have a brass needle, about seven 
inches long; put the loop of the gf — -- ♦^- —* '^^ -•«"" 
curve of the needle ; then put the { 
the mouth of the fish, and bring it c 
gimp and wire along with it, the lea 
of the bait fish, and th^ hook or hoo 
side of the mouth; then turn the po: 
his eyes, if a double hook, but if a 
line with his belly ; next tie the fisl: 
very neatly with a strong thread, 
you must attach a gimp trace 24 inc 
at each end, and one in the middl 
the end of your line, is to be hoo) 
baited trace, and you are ready for i 

'' When you are thus prepared, 
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befiwe yoQ, then cast it on each side, and let the third throw 
be across the river, or as fiir as yon can reach ; still letting 
the bait faU lightly on the water. In each cast let your bait 
&U nearly to the bottom; then draw it up gently towards 
yoa, and again let it sink and rise till you draw it out of the 
water for another cast. 

" The further you throw your bait if the water be broad, 
(provided always that it fall lightly,) the greater your chance 
of success, so that you are not interrupted by weeds, roots of 
trees, &c. ; and if the water should be very weedy, you wiE 
be compelled to drop your bait into deep clear openings. 

" When you feel a run, let your line be perfectly free, and 

allow the fish to make for his haunt without check ; and 

when he stops, give out a little slack line ; by your watch 

give him ten minutes to pouch the bait before you strike, 

which you may then do, by first gently drawing in your slack 

tine, and then striking gently; but should your fish move 

*■ ' ' ' — ' ' haunt, give him line, and he will 

he move a second time before 

strike, and you will most likely 

Y been playing with the bait, you 

I have been so served once or 

ny snap*tackle. 

ked your fish, he cannot easily 
ckle is strong, unless he is very 
much line, but hold him &st and 
tim but a short struggle for his 
a net for landing a large pike, for 
d his bite is much to be dreaded, 
either gafi* or landing-net, seize 
or and thumb into his eyes.'* 
ogled for with worms, when the 
runs small. Blaine says : 
18 a species of live-bait angling, 
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that we and others haye sometimes practised with success, 
particularly where small jack are numerous, in ditches and 
dykes, in marshes, Sdc. In our worm-fishing for jack, we 
have found the brandling the most successful of all the varie- 
ties, and our practice has usually been to employ two at a 
time on a No. 3 or 4 hook ; we however did not use the 
common wire hook, but the barbed or stronger kind, by 
which means the strength was increased, though the appear- 
ance was not rendered more formidable. And note, that this 
kind of hook may be prudently used in all the various me- 
thods to be detailed, when single hooks of small size are re 
quired. Use a float correspondent to the nature of the water; 
and if that be moderately deep and at all ruffled, let the float 
be a small sized cork one ; but when the surface is not dis- 
turbed, use a porcupine's quill, for the finer the tackle, the 
greater the chance of success. Retire as far as possible from 
the banks, and strike tolerably quick, at least after the second 
tug is felt, by which time the jack has usually got the worm 
within the throat" 

lAve-Bait and 8naf 
of sport with many Anj 
count of the spice of inhi 
tared, by attaching the 
a bite from the all-devo 
the summer months, wi 
game requires particuli 
of baiting, fmm Blaine, 
most fiistidious membe 
" One of the most i 
hook under the back fi 
including a small porti< 
fish will not be materif 
strong, and show itself, 
the struggles of the fisl 
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of ■ jack, hat often forced the bait finom the book; topcerenl 
which, a thread haa been carried roand the point of the book 
on one aide, and being pasted onder the belly, hat been fat- 
tened to the thank of the other nde; bnt thit deformt the 
fith, and i^joret its ritality, it it therefinne not an eligible 
practice: itt object maj be obtained in a more effectoal 
manner, thut : inttead of one, make ute of two ttrong but 
small hookt, No. 3, 4 or 5, according to the aize of the bait; 
hang each of these to a tmall piece of ttrong gut, of three 
inches in length, and loop each end. Introdoce each of these 
hooks a very little removed from each other, under the dor- 
sal fin, one on one side, and the other on the other side; this 
done, if they are critically placed, these two loops will meet 
so exactly as to be received into the loop of the trace-lines, 
without dragging one side more than the other. This me- 
thod, we can venture to promise, will prevent the escape of 
the bait, and it, as we believe, much more effective in taking 
the prey also. 

** The Snap-Bait variety is seldom chosen in pike-fishing 
by preference, but is rather forced on the fisher, in the spring 
and summer months, when the pike and jack are not much 
on the alert in taking baits. On the contrary, if one of them 
doet teize a bait at these timet, he is apt to pouch or gorge 
it, but after roving about with it in his mouth for some 
time, he ejects, or blows it out, as Anglers term it Snap- 
fishmg, we may add, intermixes itself with live-bait fishing, 
and with trolling also ; or rather, on some occasions we add 
a snap mode of striking the pike to the other methods ; we 
have therefore a live-snap and a dead-snap, and now and then 
tnap-hooks are likewise added to a gorge-hook in trolling, and 
that with perfect success. In all cases, therefore, if the bait- 
hooks are such as can be depended on, and the rod be suffi- 
ciently strong, the methods already described, and such at 
are to follow, may be mode snap-fishing, by simply striking 
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the fish at once, instead of allowing him to take the bait away 
to hii hold ; the priinnpal, and indeed the only diffetence be 
ing, that when we go out with the intent of snap-angling, onr 
hooks are large, and ought to be strong also, and our rod is 
strong and short. 

*' Direction* for making a Live SnajhBaiL Take two 
strong hooks, of size No. 3 or 4, according to the strength ot 
their make, as well as the size of the bait : tie each to about 
an inch and a quarter of fine twisted wire, and again tie these 
two wires together, including in the tie a hook* No. 8 or 9, 
and also eight or ten inches of gimp, which loop at the other 
end: but in the tying, place the large hooks, contrariwise, so 
that one may point towards the head, and the other towards 
the taQ of the bait-fish, which will greatly increase the chance 
of success when using it. To apply this, enter the small 
hook under the back fin, and allow one of the two large 
hooks to apply itself close to one side of the bait, and the 
other to be similarly placed on the other, but with the direc- 
tion of their pomts reyersed. We have often, even when the 
spring-snap has been in our book, made use of this more sim- 
ple plan in preference, particularly where our only baits were 
gudgeons. A good sized roach or dace can conceal the snap, 
but it is hardly applicable in any way to a small fish. 

•* Dead-Bait Spring-Snap. This ma*^' 

either to the dead or living bait ; it is, 
more applicable to the former, as it requ 
on the bait to ofier a resistance equal to tl 
^be benefit is lost: such a hold is ii^jur 
and soon destroys it. No bait answers s< 
of the spring-snap, as either a roach, b: 

* ThoM hooks thoold be tied near the top, J 
(hat OD the vpriiif map-hook, described on plat< 

f Any of the small fish that inhabit the ttreai 
•wer the purpoee, and be equally acceptable. 
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•ocoont of the breadth of their figures ; but to either of these, 
and to the roach particularly, it can be readily and conve 
niently attached. Choose a fresh dead roach, of from three 
to five ounces ; insert the small hook of the spring as above 
directed for the common snap, but a little deeper, so as to take 
a firmer and deeper hold, than when applied to the living 
one. If the apparatus, from its size, must project beyond the 
line of the fish form, let it be above ; but by no means allovr 
the bend of the hooks to appear under the ventral suifrce. 
The figures Nos. 4 and 5 on Plate No. 2, exhibiting the amp 
sprung and unsprung, furnish a suflScient exemplification of 
its mode of action ; in seizing of the bait, the pike or jack 
draw the hooks out of the detaining firame, and in conse* 
quenoe they immediately expand and fix themselves into the 
jaws of the fish which has seized it. 

" Of the Hooks in Snap-PUhing^. We must again say, it 
is of great consequence that those to strike the pike be so 
placed as to easily clear themselves; if, therefore, it is ez- 

ley shall support and play tfie 

oment to disengage themselves 
oo much is expected of them; 
ree, to strike at once into the 
>t to be buried deep in the body 
[y to relieve this strain on the 
ices a small hook, which then 
f to disengage themselves : for 
of the action of playing the fish. 
It is on this principle that the 
e formed, and where they have 
adependent of the snap-hooks, 
through the centre of the body 
ly under the skin only, so that 
Lin of the bait may readily tear 
he stroke of the Angler and his 
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prej, the consequence of which is, that the hook or hooks 
immediately disengage themselves from the bait, and pene- 
trating the mouth of the pike, they retain him. 

** The Bait being properly fixed, cast it lightly into the 
water, with the line drawn out to two-thirds the length of the 
rod, observing to make the first cast in shorCt but be as 
much concealed as possible from view. If success does not 
follow this, extend the throw further into the water, and to 
do that with efiect, give the impulsive swing of the bait with 
the same length of line as before, but have in addition a yard 
or two of loose line in the left hand, which as the bait flies 
forward, loosen quickly from the hand, and as it arrives at its 
destination, drop the point of the rod, which will ease the 
bait into the water without injury to itself, or alarm to the 
pike. The attempts of the live bait to make for the weeds 
or the shore, must be counteracted by drawing it back or 
giving it a new direction, and as it flags in liveliness, stimulaie 
it by shaking the rod a litde, which often stimulates the jack 
also to strike the bait. In drawing up the bait to remove it 
to a new situation, 
time watch the wa 
to follow on its atti 
is perceived, by nc 
into the water, anc 
below the surface 
keep the float in si 
particularly in the 
and water are botl 
small chance of sp 
wind behind ; the 
gether, the other v 
sun, you must at 1 
your own shadow 
months of Februai 
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little coDBequence, but it is otherwise in the spring and sam- 
mer months. 

" Be careful not to mistake the motiont of ike bait for those 
which are made by the pike or jack when seizing it. With 
the experienced Angler there is no danger in this, bat one less 
initiated might be apt to fall into the error, particular] j as the 
mere sight of the jack wiU sometimes make the bait throw 
himself oat of water to avoid his dreaded foe. The proficient 
at sach a time will do nothing more than gently move his 
bait as though it were going to leave the spot, which alone 
will sometimes occasion the jack to seize it at once. The 
seizure of the bait by the pike is marked by the float, which 
is not thrown up, but on the contrary ia drawn violently 
down, and the water is likewise observed to undulate, unless 
the bait be seized at a considerable depth. Be prepared for 
this with a free line as regards the reel ; it is also a good 
plan to have in the left hand a yard or two of loose line to 
give out as the pike runs, which is infinitely preferable to al- 
lowing it to be pulled by the fish himself from the reel; 
which alone, with a pike not well on the feed, will cause him 
to reject it. Whatever line, therefore, is required in the pro- 
gress of the fiah to his hold or haunt, veer it out by the hand, 
and such hold is seldom for ofi*, and he will when there, stop 
to gorge the bait. 

" In striking, let not impatience tempt you : wait until 
you are certain that the pike has actually gorged the bait; 
otherwise your slight hold on your bait and prey will tear 
away, and you will lose both at the some effort. The pouch- 
ing time is by no means definite, but is regulated by circum- 
stances : thus, having satisfied yourself by the previous still 
— " "^ *^'^ -^ike or jack, that he is gorging, and by his again 
rom his retreat (which signal you must look for) 
ictually done so, give your line a smart hand 
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•tzoke, which will fix the barhs into the maw beyond the 
power of ejection." 

Trolling for Pike. ThiB method, the last given, is pei> 
haps the best of the series of the different contrivances for 
taking this species of game. It is generally practised in two 
ways, by roving or drawing the line from the shore, or by 
trolling the line gently from a small sail-boat or skiff, with an 
attendant, to be goided by your directions. With a stiff rod, 
reel, and other tackle, without a float, as before described, 
the latter method, with a good ground and large game, is de- 
cidedly at the top of pike-angling. Whether on shore or in a 
boat, the manner of proceeding should be the same. 

Of Bank-TroUingj Blaine* the best authority, has the fol- 
lowing : *' The method of holding the rod differs in the prac- 
tice of different Anglers, some grasp it firmly in the right 
hand, «"<l depend on tb" «♦-'«"'•♦*» -^ ♦i»-«i« «.««» r«.« a^w^^j^^^ 
the bait out to its extei 
better method is that of 
or stomach, or wherevc 
(we always use our hi{ 
ertion is saved, the bai 
the Angler is accustomc 
direct it within a few ij 
placed, and the bait sw 
be managed, retain wi 
which as the bait is cas 
it rather slantingly; b 
forward, with a natural 
the lead.* When deli^ 
ner of the motion, abou 
removing it quickly fr 

* TbU i« where the lead 
BMwt adopted in troUinf . 
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both pike and jack often fuUow the bait, and seize it at t&e 
moment it rises towards the sor&ce, fearful it is going to 
throw itself out of the water to avoid the pursuit. 

" When you have a mrtj or in other words, when a pike 
or jack has seized your bait, lower the point of the rod to- 
wards the water, and at the same time draw the line gradu- 
ally from the roel with the left hand, so that nothing may 
impede or check the progress of the fish in carrying the bait 
to its hold in order to pouch it; do not strike until he has had 
possession of the bait about seven minutes, or till the line 
shakes or moves in the water, then wind up the slack line, 
and turn the rod, so that the reel may be uppermost instead 
of underneath, then strike, but not with violence." 

Taylor offers an excellent practical remark on striking, 
when he says: '* The pike will as soon as he has seized a 
bait, run to his hold to pouch or swallow it ; allow him there- 
fore five minutes to do so, (unless the line slackens before that 
time, which is a signal that he has already done it,) and then 
strike. But if after he has run off with the bait, he makes 
scarcely any stay with it at his hold, but goes off with it again, 

> has rested a second time 
ites; but if he should run 
inutes are expired, draw a 
^" 

that " when you see a great 
Qg from the spot where you 
line, the jack is lying, you 
eing a certain sign that he 

B first directions continue, 

D about the time to be fpyen for 
cases fifteen or twenty minutes, 
ites ! The most experienced, in 
1 fifteen minutes) but tliirty, or 
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" if it shoald be a large fish, aDd the pkce opeu, give mora 
line, and do not poll hard at any time, unless your tackle 
should be in danger of entangling among weeds or bushes, 
and when this is the case, the utmost caution is necessary 
lest the rod, line, hook, or hold, should break. When com- 
pletely exhausted, and brought to the side, take it up with a 
net, or fix a landing-hook in it, either through the upper lip or 
under jaw ; or, if in want of either of these, put your thumb 
and finger into its eyes, which is the most safe hold with the 
band." 

It is also most judiciously remarked by Mr. Salter: 
** When you have hooked a jack or pike, and played him till 
he is quite exhausted, and you are drawing him ashore, make 
it a rule to float him on his side, and keep the head a little 
raised above the surface of the water, that the nose or gills 
may not hang to or catch hold of weeds, &c., while you are 
thus engaged bringing your prize to the shore ; for some- 
times you cannot avoid drawing it over or among the weeds; 
and I have seen a pike touch and get entangled in this way, 
and before it could be disentangled, it recovered from its ex- 
haustion or stupor, and occasioned much trouble and hazard 
before it could again be subdued. 

** Wlien a pike has been brought to landj the inexperi- 
enced should be warned to be careful of his jaws, and to ob- 
serve that after he appears wholly exhausted, he can yet bite 
severely. He can also, if he be not immediately stunned, 
make his way again to the water n 
jumps, of which we witnessed a 
The pike being stunned, it becomei 
gorge-hook from the maw. To do 
and set the hollow of your foot bel 
your spud wrench open his mouth 

even twenty minutes, would tiro the patie 
fiillowen of Isaac Walton. 
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gorger. If the hooks are in the maw, as they nsoaH j are 
under the gorging system, open the fish's stomach about the 
middle, and yon will be opposite to or rather nnder the 
points, so that your gimp will be safe. Cut away the parts 
that are hooked, and unslipping the knot that holds the gimp 
to the reel line, draw your bait, hooks, and gimp, all through 
the aperture made in the stomach. This will disfigure the 
fish less than cutting down the jaws, until the hook can be 
got out through the mouth. It is a good plan in trolling to 
be provided with two or three sticks of various lengths ; one 
of these will assist to prop open a jack*s mouth, while the 
Angler is attempting the extraction of the hook, but by no 
means trust your fingers in his mouth unless he be gagged." 
In addition to the common pike, jack, or pickerel, the fol- 
lowing notice of different species, by Flint, in his Histoiy of 
the Mississippi Valley, may be interesting to the reader. 

** Pike Essex, We have noted many species of pike in 
the Ohio and Mississiooi. and their waters. They are called 
sh, and perfectly resemble the 
Atlantic waters. The Indians of 
them pieeanau. They are of all 
pounds, 
fish, white pickerel. Length 

t distinct species. They are very 
ler as to his angling qualities we 

I long run through many pages 
to the uninitiated the rocks and 
I be hoped, notwithstanding, that 
ear to introduce him to the pot, 
1 Mr. Nobbs, an English author, 

, Take your pike and open him ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



TBI PXKI, ftC. 139 

rob him within with salt and claret wine ; save the melt, and 
a litde of the bloody fat ; cut him in two or three pieces, and 
pat him in when the water boils; put in with him sweet 
maijoram, savory, thyme or fennel, with a good handful of 
salt; let them boU nearly half an hour. For the sauce, take 
sweet butter, anchovies, horse-radish, claret wine, of each a 
good quantity; a little of the blood, shalet, or garlic, and some 
lemon sliced; beat them well together, and serve him up." 
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CHAPTER Vni. 
OF THE PERCH. 



This, like the last described, is a bold and voracioos fish, and 
with the pickerel and troat, has his place in the nameroni 
ponds and lakes throughout our country. There are many 
varieties, the most common of which may be described under 
the general heads of Conomon, Yellow, White, and Black 
"^i Perch. 

The Common Perch-— {Perca Fluviatillis — Smith.) ** A 
beautiful fish this, having an olive brown tinge, mingled with 
a golden hue, together with dark bands transversely coursing 
the sides. The first dorsal fin is somewhat larger than the 
second, and marked posteriorly by a particular dark spot. 
All the fins are tinged with a lively red, when first brought 
out of the water ; the same color is also observed on the under 
edge of the gill membrane." 

The Yellow P«rc&— (Bodianus Flavescens — Mitchill.) "A 
beautiful fresh water fish of a foot or more in length, and three 
inches in depth. Head rather small, and tapering towards 
the snout. Both jawa roughened with very small Xe»*''u 
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Eyee large and jeHowish. Body deep and thick, but becom- 
ing slender towards the taQ. Scales rather rough and hard. 
Lateral line almost straight. Tail rather concave. First ven- 
tral raj spinous; as are also the two first and anal rays, all 
the rays of the foremost dorsal 6n, and the first of the second 
dorsal. Colors, brown or olive on the back, turning yellow 
on the sides, and white on the belly. Faint brown zones, to 
the number of four, or more, diversifying the sides from the 
back to belly. Dorsal and pectoral fins brown. Ventral and 
anal scarlet 

'* In the year 1790, 1 transported about two dozen of these 
yellow perch from Rockankama Pond, in Snfiblk County, to 
Success Pond, in Queens. The distance is about 40 miles. 
Since that time there have been as many of iheia as could 
subsist. My assistant in the undertaking, was my uncle Uriah 
Mitchill, Esq., High Sheriff of Queens County. We filled a 
large chum with the waters of Rockankama Pond. We put 
so few perch into it, that there was no necessity for changing 
it on the road. We were in a wagon, and came the whole 
distBDce on a walk, without stopping to r^^firesh either man or 
horse. The project of transporting the fish to Success Pond 
was completely answered ; and in this way was the yellow 
perch carried to Hempstead waters." 

The first-mentioned pond fiimishes immense quantities of 
the finest kind of yellow perch, and is the resort of parties of 
pleasure, and those who are fond of light sport, during the 
summer season. It is situated in the northwest part of the 

town of Islip, Long-Island '■ • l%*»«ri*;fiil ^-nA n;<»*n«.aaonA 

sheet of water, almost larg 
lake ; its shape is nearly < 
and of great depth — so de 
has been found. The wat 
seven years. 

Smith remarks: " Und 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 



THX PXRCB. 







stBQce, in a deep large pond, shaded by a thriAy growth of 
bnuhwood on the margm, the jellow perch attains to a large 
size, and becomes elegant in its proportions." 

It is the opinion of a late writer on Natural History, that 
this fish, and that called the silver perch, is one and the same 
thing. He says : ** In our humble view, the yellow fins of 
ihe silver perch, entitle it to the name and rank of the one 
before us, (the yellow perch,) and further we believe, they 
are one and the same thing — the trifling difference in color 
depending on circumstances. The love and ambition of sub- 
division — the longmg to be the creator of new genera and new 
species — ^has introduced more confusion into works of natural 
histoiy, than can be expurgated in fifty years of conmion 
sense to come." 

White Perc^— (Bodianus Pallidus— Mitchill.) "With 
soft and connected dorsal fins, pale back, and white sides. 
Length eight inches, depth two and a half. Color whitish, 
with a dark hue, according to the angle of reflected light. 
Back, pale; tail even; lateral line extending through it. 
Small teeth in the lips. Patches of them in the throat Eyes 
large and pale. Nostrils double." 

Smith gives a similar description, and also has the follow- 
ing : " Pond Perch is another common name for the same 
fish : we cannot discover any kind of difference whatever." 

Black or Red Perch— {BodianuB Rufus — Smith.) " This 
is a little larger than the silver perch, and though denominated 
red, is really nearly black, after it has done spawning. Oper- 
culum serrated, the tail slightly forked, and the jaws and swal- 
low set with fine sharp teeth. Usually the three first rays in 
the anal are stiff. Very common wherever the others are found.** 

Flint also mentions a species of this perch peculiar to 
western waters, and a fine table fish, which he calls Brown 
Bass. It is called Brown Bass (Lepomis Fluxuolaris) or 
Black Perch, and grows firom one to two feet in length. 
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There are many other varieties in the ponds and brooks 
spread over the length and breadth of the country ; and al- 
though they do not give as much sport to the Angler in their 
captore, as the trout and similar descriptions, still they are 
much sought after, and considered a fine table lish. They 
generally spawn in the month of March; and although they 
may be taken at almost any thne, either in winter or summer, 
they may be had in the largest quantities and in the finest 
condition, fipom May to July. The time of day in which the 
fisher win be most successful in taking them, is from seven 
imtil ten in the morning, or from four until dusk in the eve- 
ning. They are very slow in their growth, though some- 
times attaining a very large size, and multiply very fSut. 

Smith remarks : '* Perhaps there is not another fish, with 
the exception of the eel, so universally spread over the globe, 
as the fresh water perch. It is delicate food, and therefore 
exceedingly valued. From the largest rivers above the influ- 
ence of tides, to the smallest rills which trickle down the 
ndes of the lofty mountain, the perch is alvrays to be found* 
They swim swiftly, keeping near the surface, feeding on flies 
and minute insects. In the lake of Gleneva, a female was 
caught, from which 992,000 ova were taken. This fact shows 
very clearly that it is marvellously prolific, yet not ten in a 
hundred of the ova arrive at maturity, being the food of 
others. To the Greeks and Romans, this fish was perfectly 
fiuniliar.'* 

Of English authority, Blaine says : ** The perch is con- 
sidered slow in its growth; but its increase depends much on 
the nature of its habitation: in ponds, and other small and 
perfectly stagnant waters, it grows slowlv. and seldom ar- 
rives at last to any great size or we; 
tuaries, and particularly in such wi 
rising tide, and as are slightly im; 
particles, although without current 
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come very fiit. Of the notitim of large perch, we have be- 
fore observed on one taken in the Serpentine River, in Hyde 
Park, which weighed nine pounds, and another of eight 
pounds, taken in Dagenham Breach, by a Mr. Curtis. In 
* The Angler's Sure Guide,' mention is made of the portrait 
of one caught near Oxford, which was twenty-nine inches 
long, and of a proportionate depth; and supposing such mea- 
iore to have been correct, the weight must have been very 
great 

" The perch is gregarious, in the strictest sense of the 
word : a number herd together by a sort of compact, which 
confines them to situation, to size, and to habit as well as 
manner; all are alike; the same hole contains them, and the 
nme swim maintains them; and if one should be taken, it is 
the Angler's own fault if the whole do not share the same 
&te. This circumstance is remarkable in a fish of prey, since 
predatory fish in most instances are solitary ; and it is even 
icious as to swallow its own eye, 

igling for perch in ponds, is with 
at used in worm-angling for trout, 

tanc« alluded to : '* Some time afo, two 
hile taAkvag at Dabwinton Loch, hariag 
Slc^ had recourse to the expedient of 
I perch they had taken, and attachini; 
I this fish is known to take as readily as 
If ht in this manner struggled so much 
: the hook had no sooner been loosened 
»ntact with one of its own eyeu^ and ac- 
e, the fish slipped through the holder's 
ative element. The disappoi nted fisher, 
tic fufitire, adjusted it on the hook, and 
'aters. After a very short intenral, on 
ihed to find the identical perch that had 
before, and which literally perished in 
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with a short line, about the length of the rod, a light float, and 
a small sinker, with a trout hook No. 2. This is not, however, 
the safest mode; for although the Angler expects small game, 
he should be prepared for large ; and as the pickerel is a com- 
mon inhabitant of ponds with the perch, he should always 
have attached to his rod a reel, to contain from 20 to 50 yards 
of line, unless, like the negro who was sent by his master to 
catch eels, he mean to take peroh, and nothing else. The 
colored gentleman spoken of was sent by his master to catch 
a mess of eels for his breakfast. After sitting a long time, 
and taking only a few of his favorite fish, he had a severe tug 
at his line, and with his strong tackle he immediately pulled 
oat a fine three pound bass, but to the astonishment of the 
bystanders, unhooked him, and threw him overboard, say- 
ing, ** Massa tell me coteh eels" 

The usual bait for the perch, in pond-fishing, is the com- 
mon ground-worm, which they will take generally if they 
take any thing. The brandling, and other worms, are some- 
times used, as also cheese and bread pastes. For stream- 
fishing, for large game, 
or any similar small fisl 
the parts of fit>gs, as in ] 
runs into or near salt ^ 
shrimp will be found ai 
same manner, and witl 
and pike-fishing, as bef 
For Minnow-Fuhin 
ing : " The minnow ma] 
the back fin, or by pu 

float, carrying shot aocc 

•hoold fish within a fev 

hitas, a little time shou 

perch is tender monthi 

break his hold. 
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" Some Anglen prefer roving for perch, in the following 
Use a reel on jaar rod, and have bottom tackle uf 
three yards of gut, a hook No. 8 or 9, one or two shot«onis 
to sink the bait, which shonld be one or two well scoored 
red worms ; and yon must then cast your line across the 
stream, letting it sink, and drawing it towards yon altemate- 
Ift until, you feel a bite, then allow a few seconds before yoo 
strike. You may also drop this bait into a deep still hole, as 
in trout-fishing ; indeed a practical Angler (especially an old 
trout-fisher, will prefer this mode of worm-fishing to the use 
of the float" 

Taylor directs : '' If the Angler roves with a minnow, let 
it be alive, and the hook stuck in under the back fin, or 
Ihrough the upper lip ; let the minnow swim in mid-water, 
or rather lower; use a cork float, of a sise that he cannot sink 
it under the water, with a few shot, about nine inches from 
the hook, to keep him down, or when tired he will rise to 
the surfiice. When using the frog, put the hook through the 
skin of its back, and it will swim easier than if the hook was 
thrust through the skin of its hind legs ; recollect to keep the 
bait as far from the shore as possible, for he will constandy 
be making to it ; always give line enough at a bite to let the 
perch gorge. Where pike are suspected to haunt, the hook 
should be attached to gimp, as in this way of fishing they will 
take the bait as well as the perch.'* 

For taking the perch, some Anglers aflSx the bait by two 
hooks, one inserted at the root of the back fin, and the other 
attached to either the gill, lip, or nostril. We think this by 
no means a bad plan ; but on the contrary, that it mcreases 
the chance of fixing the fish, when he only makes a snatching 
bite, as is common with the perch when not well on the feed. 
The former pages of this work having passed through the 
oress, the following description of the perch of Western New 
Vorkf his haunts, and mode of preparing for food, by an ardent 
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and enthiuiaBtic follower of Walton, taken from the Bnflalo 
Commercial Advertiser, will, though rather out of order id 
this place, be fully appreciated by the perch angler. 

*' The Yellow Pereh^ This beautiful and actiTe fish is 
almost omnipresent in the fresh waters of the Northern 
States. There are probably two distinct but similar species 
in our country, blended together under this common name. 
The perch of New England differs firom ours principally in the 
shape of the head. In the Saratoga Lake, Owasco Lake, Cayu- 
ga Outlet, the Flats of Lake Huron, and many other localities, 
the perch is larger than with us, firequently weighing three 
pounds. Among the perch of our streams and river, a half 
pounder isa very pordy citizen — ^though on a few particular bars 
they are sometimes taken in considerable numbers, averaging 
nearly a pound each. It is almost always to be had, from ' 
earliest Spring to the commencement of Winter ; and when 
poor Piscator has had all his lobsters taken by the sheeps- 
head, and utterly despairs of bass, he can, at any time, and 
almost any where, in our river, bait with the minnow and 
the worm, and retrieve somewhat from frowning fortune, 
by catching a mess oi perch. 

'* In the Spring, as soon as the ice has left the streams, the 
perch begins running up our creeks to spawn. He is then 
caught in them in great plenty. / ' 
however, he seems to prefer the f 
almost entirely deserts the Tom 
waters. You then find him in tl 
swift ripples, and often in the swi 
minnow. As the water weeds i 
sconces himself among them, and, 
to seek his prey only in the momi 
seems to delight especially in a gri 
black frost has cut down the tall *« 
delicate herbage that never attains 
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disappears until spring, — ^probably secluding himself in tiie 
depths of the river. 

** The back fin of the perch is large, and armed with 
strong spines. He is bold and rav^ous. He will not give 
way to the pike or to the black bass ; and though he may 
sometimes be eaten by them, his comrades will retaliate upon 
the young of his destroyers. 

" The proper bait for the perch is the minnow. He will 
take that all seasons. In mid-summer, however, he prefers 
the worm, at which he generally bites freely. He is often 
taken with the grub, or with small pieces of fish of any kind. 
'* He is a capital fish at all times for the table. His flesh 
is hard and savory. He should be fiied with salt pork rather 
than butter, and thoroughly done. He makes good chowder, 
though inferior for that purpose to the black bass or the yel- 
low pike. 

" A difference of opinion exists among our most tasteful 

;^*u 1.»^.*. .»- ♦« ^u»«u^.^ ^^ figij ghould be scaled or 

>w to skin him. Take a sharp 
skin along the back, from the 
k fin, on one or both sides of it 
take the fish firmly by the head 
he right take hold of the skin ot 
t on one side and then on the 
&e tail. This being done, all 
except those of the back and 
I out by a gentle pulling towards 
and you have a skinless, finless 
ome say this is the only way a 
r the cook's art — others say it 
never be pursued. As for me, 
>»«,' — neither of the disputants 
;h of the sweetness of the perch 
esides in the skin, which should 
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never be parted with except for some special reason, there- 
fore as a general thing, I Bcele my perch. But, in summer, 
the skin of the perch is apt to acquire a slight bitter taste, or 
a smack of the mud — therefore, in summer I skin my perch." 
" Of the Oaitronomic ProperHet of the Perch" says 
Blaine, " whoever has heard of the broiled peixih flitches ^ and 
water touchy, of Sir Bamber Grascoyne's cooking, would not 
hold us blameless were we to be totally silent. This fish has 
indeed stood the test of time, and has been as little subjected 
to the mutations of fashion, perhaps as any one of the finny 
tribe : it was highly esteemed by the Romans, as we ore in- 
formed by Aristotle, and its praises were song by Ausonius : 

** * Nee te deliciu mensaram, perca ailebo 
Amnigeno* inter piacet dignunde marinit ! ' ** 

How to cook the Perch, The pan, in proper hands, will 
do justice to this fish : many epicures, however, prefer broil- 
ing. Either method, according to former directions for others 

of the race, will givA antifiihntion tn thn Anirlnr. nnrtinTilnrlv if 

▼ery tired, and on 

Of the Water 
thod: ''Scale, gut 
water; when it b 
slices, and separaU 
and washed clean 
white ; when youi 
dish, and pour a hi 
the onions ; then s 
boat." 

Large perch x 
way. 



This is a small 
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with the perch. They vary in size, shape, and color, in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and are taken readily with perch 
tackle. Their general size is fi:t>m three to eight inches in 
length, except a species foond in the Ohio, Kentocky, and 
other western rivers, where they are frequently taken twelve 
inches long. 

Angling for son-fish, when found in ponds, with small 
perch, is a fiEiyorite amusement of lady Anglers, who often 
make the best part of pic-nic fishing parties, and, as Walton 
says, " angle for men and fish at fish, at the same time." De- 
termined old bachelors should be as wary in making up such 
parties, as they would be in taking a trout, or they will be 
caught in their own net ; and when beguiled by one of the 
&ir sex, he might break out into a stream of rhyme like the 
following, by Dr. Donne : 

** Com* lire with me, and be my love, 
And we will aome new pleafurei prove. 
Of golden Mnd« and diryital brooks. 
With ailken line* and silver hooka. 



* Let coarse, bold hands, from slimy nest, 
The bedded fish in banks outwrest; 
Let curious traitors sleave silk flies, 
To witch poor wandering fishes* eyes i 

' For thee, thou need'st no such deceit, 
For thou thyself art thine own bait { 
That fish that is not catch'd thereby, 
Is wiser far, alas, than V 
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Tbis beaatifol fish ii **''^ 
M they haye been in 
persons in many parta 
of stocking their pen 
them by the laws of 
doubtedly become an 
be well to give som< 
modes of taking them 

" The fiimily of ca 
not possessing an adi 
jaws, destitute of tei 
body scaly ; the intesi 
have a swimming blac 
like an hour-glass, an 
inoffensive, and quiet 

'^ In the United S 
due carp of Europe, ^ 
grounds. Usually it 
bat in the stagnant wi 
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rally sapposed to have been carried to England aboat 1514.* 
The quantity of roes exhtided by the female far exceeds the 
weight of her body. 

" Though denominated the wise on account of its sagacity, 
yet in the spawning season it will allow the Angler to tidde 
its sides, and is thus easily captured." 

In warm climates they are said to grow to a very large size, 
and often weigh thirty to forty pounds, and measure in length 
three or four feet. They are known generally in England, 
Germany, Russia, France, Italy, and Prussia, in which latter 
country they grow to the enormous size mentioned. They 
are said to live to a great age, instances being found where 
they have been supposed to be 1 00 years old. 

There are from twenty to thirty different species of the 
carp, most of which give sport to the Angler. Of the com- 
mon carp of England, Blaine remarks: ** Its general color is 
a yellowish olive, much deeper and browner on the back, 
and accompanied with a slightly gilded tinge on the sides; 
the scales are large, rounded, and very distinct; the head is 
large, and the mouth furnished on each side with a moderate- 

>ve the nostrils is a much 
ral line is slightly curved, 
specks; the fins are violet 
i a reddish tinge ; the dor- 
>me distance from the mid- 
, which is slightly forked, 

to their introduction into Kng- 

id beer, 
a year; 

horoM of 1488, who amjt he it • 
for the ** harnava** or tackle for 
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The carp generally feeds on worms and water insects, and 
are very tenacious of life, having been known to live a great 
length of time out of water. As an instance of this, it is re- 
lated that thej have in Holland a way of fattening them, by 
hanging them up in a net in a damp cellar, and feeding them 
with bread and milk. They are then placed in wet moss, 
and moistened twice a day ; and by which method they grow 
very large, and increase in flavor. 

Hofland gives the following instance of their tenacity of 
life, through a Mr. Hilditch, who painted the full length por- 
traits of a carp and tench. " He kept these fish in a tub for 
a week, taking them out alternately in the morning at ten 
o'clock, to paint fiom, and putting them into water again at 
four, during six days ; and I may add, that his amiable sister 
pleaded so well for the lives of these two fish, who had seen 
so much land service, that Mr. Hilditch took them down from 
Ludgate-Hill to Black-Friar's-Bridge, when, to use his own 
words, * they swam away fresh and lively.* " 

They are said to spawn several times in the course of a 
year, but their time or times of spawning depends much on 
the state of the weather and the temperature of the water. 
The time when they are known to spawn, is in the months 
of May or June. 

They are found near the bottom of muddy streams and 
ponds, and choose to lie under and near the weeds, plants, 
and water lilies. When old, they are like the trout, shy and 

crafty, and sometimes, where they 

skill of the most finished Angler 
ponds, however, where they are 
are often very tame, and are knowi 
many, to be called to feed by the r 

Hofland says: " Even large c« 
ponds where they are regularly f 
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some carp or tench* retained by him in a stew, that ' they 
were aoon reconciled to their ntoation, and ate boiled pota- 
toes in considerable quantitiefl ; and the former seemed to 
have lost their original shyness, eating in my presence with- 
out any scrapie ; ' and Sir John Hawldns says he was assured 
by a friend of his, that he saw a carp come to the edge of a 
pond, from being whistled to by a person who daily fed it ; 
and I have, myself, seen carp come to the edge of the water, 
to be fed with breadt by the visitors to Roche Abbey." 

The time for angling for them is from March till Septem- 
ber, with worms of various kinds, caterpillars, grasshoppers, 
beetles, wasps, and pastes. They are generally taken at or 
near the bottom, with a worm attached to a small strong 
hook, say No. 9 or 10 troat 

The time of day for taking the carp is thus given by one 
of England's poets :— > 



-^ rather, when the air 
idinf lifht, and •badowj ere 
and to bereare ; 
ry! let thjr fei*t repair 
gentle rirer fUr." 

I a red worm on the hook, with a 

They are also taken with fruit 

kinds. Salter says they may be 

s. . Taylor and Walton prescribe 

B carp, differing considerabljr in ^ppear- 
unon carp. It ia of a dark olire color, 
ly eren. The mode of an^inf for him 
»ct of our present chapter, 
lown that the gold>fish and •ilrer-flsb, 
>bea, and small artificial ponds, and eat 
•8 of the golden carp. They are nativet 
d sold in great quantities. 
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firoits and yegetables. In the use of peas, Taylor's plan is to 
hang one on the hook, about a foot from the ground, and 
throwing in a few now and then by way of a lure. In order 
to insure success at any time in taking the carp, ground-bait 
should be used in all cases, and in the erening previous to 
your expected sport, if possible. 

Of ihe requitUe TaehUf and 
Carpf Hofland gives the following 
instances of fiuniliarity, it is by no m^ 
carp ftmiliar with your bait : to do 
and caution must be observed ; but 
has been often foiled in his attempt 
plidtly follow my instructions, he ^ 
this cunning fish. 

" Use a strong rod with nmnin{ 
torn of three yards of fineish gut, a 
use a very light quiU float, that wi 
and bait with a well scoured red W€ 

** Now plumb the depth with the 
your bait just touch, or all but touch 
not yet prepared ; for a forked stid 
bank, on which you must let your n 
shall exactly cover the spot you ha' 
throw in a sufficient quantity of gr 
bran, worked into a paste, and mad( 
want of these, throw in the garbage 
and all this is to be done the eveniuj 
mtend to fish. 

** The next morning, if in sumi 
where you have baited and pluml 
o'clock, at latest, and taking your 
already fixed to the exact depth, b 
red worm; then approach the water 
of sight as much as possible, and drc 
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the spot you plumbed over nigfat ; tben rert part of your rod 
in the forked stick, and the bottom of it on the ground. 

'* You must now retire a few paces, keeping entirely oat of 
sight ; but still, near enough to observe your float ; when you 
perceive a bite, give a little time ; indeed it is better to wait 
till you see the float begin to move off before you strike, 
which you may then do smartly ; and as the carp is a leather- 
mouthed fish, if you manage him well, there is no fear of 
losing him, unless the pond is very weedy. Be careful to 
have your line free, that, if a large fish, he may run out some 
of your line before you attempt to turn him ; as he is a very 
strong fish, and your tackle rather dight, you must give him 
careful play before you land him. 

" The extreme shyness of the large carp, makes all this 
somewhat tedious process necessary to insure success ; bat 
I can safely assert that I scarcely ever took this trouble in 
vain. Various baits are recommended for carp ; such as 
green peas parboiled, pastry of all descriptions, gentles and 
caterpillars, &c. ; but I have found the red worm the best, 
and next to this, the genUe, and plain bread paste. Those 
who prefer a sweet paste, may dip the bread in honey. 
Pastes and gentles will answer better in autumn than in 
spring. April and May are, in my opinion, the best months 
for carp fishing, and very early in the morning, or late in the 
evening, is the best time for pursuing your sport." 

Walton remarks : "The carp bites either at worms or 
pastes ; and of worms, I think the blueish marsh or meadow- 
worm is best; but possibly another worm, not too big, may 
do as well, and so may a green gentle ; and as for pastes, 
there are almost a<* many sorts as there are medicines for the 
tooth-ache; but doubtless sweet pastes are best; I mean 
pastes made with honey or with sugar, which that you may 
the better beguile this crafty fish, should be thrown into the 
pond or place in which you fish for him, some hours or 
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kmger, before you undertake yonr trial of skill with the an- 
gle-rod; and doubtless, if it be thrown into the water a day 
or two before, at several times, in small pellets, you are the 
likeliest, when you fish for carp, to attain yonr desired sport. 

" And if you fish for carp with gentles, then put upon 
joor hook a small piece of scarlet, the sixth of an inch square, 
it being soaked in, or anointed with oil of petre, called bj 
•ome, oil of the rock; and if your gentles be put, two or 
three days before, into a box anointed with honey, and so put 
upon yonr hook as to preserve them to be living, you are as 
like to kill this crafty fish this way as any other ; but still as 
jou are fishing, chew a little white or brown bread in your 
mouth, and cast it into the pond about the place where your 
float swims. Other baits there be ; but these, with diligence 
and patient watchfulness, will do it better than any that I 
ever practised or heard of." 

Blaine has the following : *' When the angling commences, 
if possible, keep entirely out sight of the fish ; make no 
noise; let the bait slide silently into the water; and try 
iheir fancy for taking it at various deptha, beginning with the 
lowest If rain falls lightly, the angler would do well to 
partue his practise during the whole day. Sometimes, also, 
•ooeess will attend him through the whole of a gloomy day 
without rain, but in general cases, during the hot months, it 
la not possible to fish too early or too late for carp. In a 
stariigfat or moonlight night of July, they have been taken 
after the * witching thne ' even. 

" When the angler ptrc*i*>»» ^hilA. 1ia mnctatrike ar.eord. 
ing to the nature of his bai 
a lob-worm, he were to sti 
move, he would pull the w 
who sucks in after the man 
if paste be employed, it is 
est warning, otherwise the 
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the paste ; bat with a small hook, and a very alight wtk 
stroke, the nibbling fish may be probably struck ; or if he i 
not effectoally hooked, the fineness of the stroke will not 
alarm him, and he will retain to the charge. Again, ivhen 
fishing for carp in riven, it will be (band that the habit of 
meeting the insects which pass down the stream, makes the 
fish more on the alert to prevent their escape ; they take the 
bait quicker in rivers for this reason, and they should there- 
fore be struck much quicker.*' 

Walton prepares and dishes up this dainty fish in the fol- 
lowing sufficiently luxurious style, to make the Angler or 
reader smack his lips in anticipation. 

" But first, I will tell you how tomake this carp, dmt is so 
curious to be caught, so curious a dish of meat as shall make 
him worth all your labor and patience. And though it is not 
without some trouble and charges, yet it will recompense 
both. Take a carp, (alive if possible) ; scour him, and rub him 
clean with water and salt, but scale him not; then open him, 
and put him with his blood and liver, which you must save 
when you open him, into a small pot, or keule ; then take 
sweet maijoram, thyme, or parsley, of each a handful ; a 
sprig of rosemary, and mother-of-eavory ; bind them into 
two or three small bundles, and put them to your carp, with 
four or five whole onions, twenty pickled oysters, and three 
anchovies. Then pour upon your carp as much claret wine 
as win only cover him ; and season your claret well with salt, 
cbves and mace, and the rind of oranges and lenaons. That 
done, cover your pot and set it on a quick fire, till it be suffi- 
ciently boiled. Then take out the carp and lay it with the 
Vimth intn the ciiah. and nnqr upon it a quarter of a pound 
telted and beaten with a half a 
1, the yolks of two or three egg% 
I ; garnish your dish with lemoni^ 
h good do you." 
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CHAPTER X. 
OP THB STRIPED BA88B9 OR R00K-FI8H. 



This noble and highly prized Bsh is peculiar to oar own 

coontrj, and to particular parts of it. As an object of sport, 

for perfect symmetry and beanty of appearance, and as a 

dish for the table, it is considered second only to the salmon. 

They are found in the rivers, bays, 

of the Delaware to Massachusetts ] 

and bays of Florida. They appear 

in the Chempeake Bay,* and in tb 

creeks in the vicinity of New-York 

quantities, from the size of a comi 

upwards of a hundred pounds. 

In addition to the above descril 
times called Perch. The late lean 
• De Witt Clinton, who was 



* A friend who aaflM ia Cbenpe«ke ] 
hs has teen then u lonf •■ a erow-bw! 
ta^ M biff M a lamp of chalk, as the erof 
•ad OMSWired about fire fbet tit inchea. 
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phical Society of the city of New York, says that Basse is a 
Dutch wordy signifying perch. As there is a difference of 
opinion among the few American authors, in respect to this 
fish, we give their own words. 

Smith of Massachusetts, defines this species as the Stri- 
ped Basse f Rock Basse — Perca Labrax— (Lin. Scisna Bloch.) 
^ On the sides are parallel lines, like narrow ribbons, eight 
in number, which give it the name of the striped basset 
the scales are large, of a metallic lustre ; in the opper- 
culum, the middle plate is serrated ; the last portion of the 
third plate the gill corer, constituted of three pieces, has two 
nearly concealed spinaa. In the brancial membrane are 
seven rays ; pectoral, sixteen ; ventral, six ; dorsal, eight in 
the fixst, fourteen in the second ; anal fifteen, and in the can* 
dal 17 ; some of them in each fin, according to the size, it 
would appear, of the individual, are stiff or spinous. 

'* Three or four of the stripes reach the tail,— the num- 
' ' ' ' ' ' It ; and the remainder gradually 

B on the abdominal walls; the 
ikes one as being long, and the 
s beyond its fellow. Next to the 
he handsomest of native fishes, 
fish, and principally subsist near 
ich they run as high as they can 
e approach of winter, instead of 
Iter of the open ocean, like most 
the basse finds a residence in 
11 arms of the sea, where undis- 
emains tOl the following spring, 
tate of Maine, as the Penobscot, 
ley are now* taken in the great- 
aest flavor and size. In all the 
I, they are also found, at the ii^ 

* 183a 
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clement seaBon of winter, bat the fishery u not so productive 
■a in Maine, whence the best in the Boston market are anna 
ally brought." 

The following is from the Transactions of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, by Dr. Mitchill. 

" MiUhUVg Perch, Striped Basse or Rock-Fish, (Perca 
Mitchilli), with eight parallel lines from head to tail. One of 
^e largest and most excellent of the New York fishes : may 
be found from the weight of an ounce to that of seventy 
pounds and upwards. The position of the ventral fins rather 
behind the pectoral, made me once incline to place him in 
the abdomiuales. His second gill plate is finely serrated. 
That circumstance^ if he remained among the thoracic, would 
rank him among the perc«e, and when I decided in favor of 
changing his order, I was obliged to constitute a new genus for 
him, which I called roccus. Bat having since found that there 
are fishes whose ventral fins are further back on the abdo- 
men than this, that are nevertheless considered as thoracic, 
I have, on reconsideration, persuaded myself it will be most 
correct to place him arac '* * ' «-.... 

After a similar desc 
naturalist continues: " 
distinguishing features ( 
of his body. From he 
gitudinal lines. The gi 
and silvery. On this t 
parallel rows. These 
and make a strong cont 
faint, and seem to be fai 
brown thus predominat 
at regular distances aloi 
back. 

" The number of th 
of them most commonl 
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qoently shorter ; vanishiiig aneqaaDj in tiieir progcem. BeDj 
a fine mixture of aflTer and white. Scales adhere firmly. 

" This fish is very highly prized hy the New-Yorkers. He 
IB savory and excellent beyond the generality of fishes. His 
common abode is the salt water ; hot he migrates to the fresh 
streams and recesses to breed during the qpring, and tar sbel* 
ter in winter. 

** He takes the hook, eiqiecially when baited with soft ciab, 
Small ones are catched by the boys, from the wharves and 
boats every where near the city. 

" Their greatest ran is late in the fiJL Instead of going 
away on the approach of winter, the striped bass seeks refiige 
in bays, ponds, and re ce ss e s where he may remain warm and 
quiet Here the fishermen find him, and make great hauls 
during the coldest season, when very great nombers are 
brought to market in a fit»en state. At this time it is usual 
to take some very large and heavy ones. Yet I have seen a 
dozen at a time, of the weight of fifty pounds each, in Oc- 
tober, while the weather was very mild. 

" He is also taken in seines during the summer, and in au- 
tumn. Indeed, there is no fish that stays more steadily with 
us all the year round, than the rock ; and he is found of all 
sizes, to suit all sorts of palates." 

The basse has been believed, as stated at the commence- 
ment of this article, to be a native of this country, and was 
supposed first to have been noticed by Mitchill ; but the fi>l- 
lowing firom Smith, would lead to a different conclasioo. 

'* By what authority Dr. Mitchill gave his own name to 
the striped bass, * Perea MtUhillit we cannot divine: he 
might with equal propriety have tacked his name to the white 
shark, or to the bones of the mastodon, and the last would 
have savored less of vanity, than affixing his cognomen to a 
common table fish, known from time immemorial all over 
Europe." 
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If the above assertion of Smith's is correct, it is very 
strange that so important an angle fish has not been known 
to the angling community of Ehirope ; for out of upwards of 
an hundred books on the subject of angling, in Europe, only 
one or two makes mention of any kind of basse whatever, and 
they are a species of trout, differing entirely from the striped 
basse of our waters. However, to us Anglers, (although we 
should like to see the learned Doctors agree,) it matters not 
' whether we have the name so long as we have the game/* 

As an object of sport, they are sought after with great 
avidity, by the sportsmen of the parts of New- York 
and New-Jersey, bordering on the Hudson river, and 
have been taken of quite a large size as far up as Albany ** 
and Troy. They are also made very profitable to market 
fishermen, at some seasons being taken in great numbers, with 
very little trouble. In the early part of January of the pre* 
sent year, 25,000 pounds were taken in Point Judith Ponds, 
the m^ority of a large size, that netted the proprietors 
$5,000. 

They are generally angled for with a strong, pliable rod, 
12 to 15 feet in length, made of ash, with a lance-wood top. 
For boat fishing, a rod about 12 feet in length is considered 
long enough, but for bridge or bank fishing, 14 to 18 feet have 
the preference. They may be had ' ' ' ' ' 

at the tackle stores in the city of N 
or expense is spared in adapting ih 
of the Angler. Attached to the ro 
dently large to contain from 300 to 
silk line ; to your line a swivel sink 
the current of your fishing ground, \ 
six feet in length, double for fidl i 
spring run. Some of the best Angl 

* In the apriog ot 1844, one wai takei 
gortief creek, weighing fiAeen and a half] 
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siDgle gut ttiroughoat the season, and if it can be procared of 
a large size, round and even thronghoat, in experienced 
hands it will be apt to take the most and largest fish. To 
yonr leader shoold be a Limerick or Kirby hook, from No. 
to 3, according to the season and size of the game. 

In no species of angling is it so necessary to have superior 
quality of tackle, as in the one under consideration. The 
beginner should therefore provide himself with such descrip- 
tions as will meet any emergency ; for in salt water, in the 
bays and large rivers, the fisher will often be crossed by* 
fishes of great magnitude, and by taking the proper precaution 
to have every thing strong and durable, he will often prevent 
loss of tackle and loss of patience, two very important items 
of a successful Angler's stock. i 

An experienced Angler and mechanic, who has made 
many a rod, gives the following description of a proper one 
for basse fishing. " Tour rod should be about 12 or 13 feet 
* ' ' ' ' '"^ '■et too limber, for by being too 

>ur tackle, or lose your fish by 
y being too light you are apt to 
iport Besides, a rod of medium 
lent to handle, and much more 
after a tedious day's angling, if 
t, than if it were stiiF— a fault 
ire apt to acquire. For general 
Id prefer (and it is the one most 
would be about seven-eighths 
butt ferrule, and a true taper to 
Lceed three-sixteenths of an inch 
tt sufficiently large for the grasp 
\ a quarter in diameter, which is 
1 your hand ; larger is inconve- 
to cramp your fingers, 
bout No. 2 of Kirby, or No. I of 
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Limerick, firmly lashed to one or two Btraads of gut, accord- 
ing to the nm of your fish. If you fish with one strand of 
extra strong gut nez^your hook, yon will be safe enough, and 
be as likely to take as good fish as with stronger tackle ; but 
be sure that your leader, where your sinker is put on, and 
where the heaviest strain generally comes, be stronger than 
your hook length, aild of two strands of strong gut, or three 
strands of medium size ; for by that means, if you should be 
so unfortunate as to get fouled on the bottom, you will es- 
cape with the loss of your hook only, whereas if your tackle 
be of an uniform strength, you will most likely lose the whole, 
&'n«, tinker^ hookst and oZ/, which may probably make you 
gwear; anCTthis, according to Walton, is a bad practice ; for 
as the old adage goes, ' He who swears takes no fish/ 

" You are to remember that in boat fishing, if you do jiot 
fish with a float, or with a running or sliding sinker on the 
bottom, your sinker should be light enough to float ofi* with 
the tide, and be able to feel the bottom at all times, so that if 
your sinker be 20 feet ofi*, you can still feel it strike the hot* 
tom, and lift it up, w 
this mode of fishing 
other; and you will 
them. 

" You are to com 
season, the quietness 
the basse, like the tr 
an unusual noise,) an 
allowed by all salt 
taking fish, and whic! 
This time of tide, w1 
towards sun-down, \ 
pie on the water, is 
feed, and the sportsi 
success. 
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"Tou are to fish as near bottom as possible, either with 
float or without ; if the tide be too strong, the float should bo 
dispensed with; but a little experience will give proper 
judgment as to the time of using either, or both.'* 

The following, from an old and experienced amateur, 
who has angled for many years in the vicinity of New-York, 
will be found excellent information for those who think that 

** No anfUof can surpan 
The Ukiof of tke bsMo." 

** The Striped Basse is one of the finest fish of our waters. 
By sportsmen it is considered a game fish of the salt water 
tribe, afibrding capital amusement to the angler, by his great 
strength and activity. There are many places in the vicinity 
of New-York city, where these fish are frequently found in 
great plenty. They commence taking the hook generally in 
April. The first fishing ground in the neighborhood, in the 
spring, is in the creeks at Kingsbridge — next at Macomb's 
Dam, Newtown creek, and Jersey flats. At this early sea 
son, shrimp is far the best bait, especially where the water 
is salt, though in the Passaic, at Belleville, anglers are. veiy 
successful in the use of shad-roe as a bait. This bait is rather 
difficult to manage by a novice. The experienced angler 
makes use of tow, or wool, cutting his bait with as much of 
the skin as possible, and winding a few strands of the tow 
or wool around it on the hook, which prevents the current 
from washing it off*, which it would soon do without this pre 
caution On the reefs of the Passaic and Hackensack riven, 
many of these noble fish are taken early in April. The shad- 
roe has been tried repeatedly at Macomb's Dam and in New- 
f/>i»T« /...o<>ir ^:thout success ; the reason is obvious to the 
lad run up the firesh water streams to spawn, 
nown to spawn at either of the places just 
I have never had much success with this 
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bisit, excepting in fresh water streoma. The ahrimp is a 
mtich pleasanter and cleaner bait, and is very generally found 
to be successful in the early spring fishing, and continues so 
until crabs commence shedding their coats freely. In the 
latter part of June, the bass ptefer the soft or shedder crab, 
tiiough the shrimp continues to be used with success, until 
near the first of August, when the crab is decidedly the best 
of all baits that can be used. The mode of angling conse- 
quently 'Varies at this time. While using the shrimp, the an 
gler is generally most successful, by using the float, and sus- 
pending his hook firom mid-water to within a foot of the bot- 
tom, excepting where the water is quite shallow, when it 
■hould hang just so as to clear the bottom, as in water of 
little depth the fish look for their prey near the bottom. But 
when crab bait is used, the best mode of fishing is for the 
bait to lie on the bottom ; a sliding sinker is then the best, 
always as light as the 
fish are generally take 
out a float ; and the re 
▼ious, if we will look 
with shrimp, the bait 
because the shrimp, 
quently swept from tl 
by eels, or other enen 
ingly ; when feeding 
along the bottom to fl 
less state, and swim 
head downward, exa 
teaches them to find 1 
by a float at midwati 
tion, and the angler 
mourn over his want 
count for it. In the 
•gain begin to come i 
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common kill fish, or, as it is usually called, kOlej fish, and 
the spearing in October, are decidedly the best baits, espe- 
cially in running waters, sach as the streams at Macomb's 
Dam, Pelham Bridge, &c.; while in some of our fre«h water 
fishing grounds, such as Hackensack river and English Neigfa- 
borhuod croek, the white opened soft-clam is found by fiur the 
best bait in October and Norember, especially for large fish. 
*' Another mode of fishing for striped bass is practiced by 
fishermen and amateurs, by which very large fish are often 
taken. It is by trolling with a strong hand line, with a real 
squid for bait, or an artificial bait made in various ways: 
sometimes of the white leg bone of a sheep, or of bright 
metal, such as block tin, pewter, &c.: these can be had at 
the fishing tackle shops. The boat is gently rowed along by 
a skilfiil oarsman, who rests on his oars the moment a fish k 
struck, giving the angler full opportunity to play his fish with 
skill and care, both of which are highly requisite, for the fish 
thus taken are sometimes very large. Those weighing 20, 
30, and even 40 pounds have often been taken in the East 
river, in the neighborhood of Hellgate, and in Harlem river, 
little Hellgate, which is the arm of the stream which paasea 
between Ward*s and Randall*s ishmds, and in Morriaania 

o.rAAk. Thia i« nil fiiiA tmllinir gron nd , but aS the bost SUC- 

this precludes any but the 
und of sport — though fre- 
the day. 

»ur market with these fine 
ifiil in the use of set lines 
hood of PiermoAt, on the 
ployed to great advantage: 
I stake or anchor to another 
d are attached short lines 
small tomcod or other live 
le fishermen raise one end 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TBB STRIPZD BA8SK. 169 

of ^e line and proceed to take the fish from the hooks. lu 
one night several hundred weight of these excellent fish have 
been taken from two or three of these set lines, to be seen 
alive on the stands in Washington market late in December 
Some of the finest the writer has ever eaten were bought \t 
the stand of Mr. Hiscox in that market." 

On the sabject of the difierent baits for the basse, it is 
proper to remark that, like the trout, the rock is very par- 
ticular about the quality of his food : in some places at some 
seasons he will jump readily at clam bait, and at other places 
he win take nothing but shrimp or crab. At Macomb's Dam, 
Harlem river, at perticolar periods, the best bait is a small, 
beautiful fish called the spearing, which sometimes he will 
take and nothing else, and other times nothing but shedder 
crabs will satisfy his dainty palate. At many places in the 
Hudson river, and in the bay, the clam bait is sufiScient to 
hook him in large quantities. At the former place he is 
rather epicurean, and as long as Astor House fiure is ofiered 
him by the peculiarity of the ground, he wiU not be content 
to take small dishes, and rejects everything for his favorite 
fancy at the time. 

In the striking and running of the basse, equally as much 
pleasure is given as with the trout and salmon, and is 
to be treated in the same manner as directed for those 
fishes. Care should always be taken, after having hooked 
him, to keep him well up from the bottom, with the line well 

stretched; and if the angler be not ~ ' ' ' ' 

cast in his eyes, as so elegantly descri 
the •* Angler's Souvenir," let him b< 
ment, have faith in hi» tackle, (' 
examined for that purpose previ( 
courage, patience and perseveranc 
difficulty in taking the largest run c 
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CHAPTER XI. 
OF THE WEAK-FISH, WHEAT-FISH, OR SQUETEAOUE. 



This is another native fish, as far as known, and is foond 

chiefly in the vicinity of New-York and Massachusetts. It 

" weak-fish, wheat-fish, and sque- 

ibed causes; the first from the 

The second name has its origin 

made its appearance always at 

low the fact, as they begin to run 

id are taken in small quantities in 

latter bold and elegant name is 

ants of the island of New- York, 

m where the more refined now 

as described by Mitchill, as fol- 

abrus Squeteague) — with even 
es, one or more sharp, long front 

yellowish ventral and anal fins. 

and useful of New-York fishes, 
>n when the cold is not consider- 
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able. Size commonlj from a foot to iifleen ioches; but often 
grows larger. I weighed one, for example, that measured 
27 inches in length, by seven in depth, and found him hea- 
vier than six pounds. He never goes into fresh atreams, or 
ponds, but within the limits of the salt water is taken in al- 
most all the places where the rock-fish is caught. The weak- 
fish is BO much the companion of the basse, that I once gave 
him the specific name of Comet, He resembles the rock in 
the following particulars: 1. A wide month, with small 
teeth in the lips and jaws; 2. Patches of teeth at the bottom 
of a capackms throat; 3. Two dorsal fins, the foremost of 
which has eight rays; 4. A lateral line passing into the can* 
dal fin; 5. A nearly corresponding number of sixteen rays in 
the pectoral, and seventeen in the caudal fins; 6. Double 
nostrils, and an elongated lower jaw; 7. A proiecting head; 
and, 8. Large pale yeUow eyes on its sides. But there are 
no tangible seme on the gill cover, the divisions at the edge 
are visible only. They are not long, but yield to the slightest 
touch. Also the gill cover is not fiurly triparite; but consists 
of no more than two plain divisions. * * * * The weak-fish 
cannot, therefore, be deemed a perca. I have been obliged 
to separate him from his companion, the rock, notwithstand- 
ing their numerous points of similitude. I have, upon the 
whole, associated him with the gri 
connexion he seems to be qualified 
scaly gill covers, his sharp and strouj 
of his dorsal rays. I have given h 
which the Narraganset natives disdn 
It would have been as easy to have 
appellation, Checouts. Head and 
brown, with frequently a tinge of gi 
wards the sides, fiiintly silvery, will 
gradually disappear on the sides, un 
belly a clear white pervades from th 
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swimming bladder is convertible to good glae. I have eaten 
as fine hlanc'tnange from it as from the isinglass of the stor- 
geon. He is a fish of goodly appearance; and is wholesome 
and well-tasted, though rather soft: is brought to market in 
great abundance during the summer months. He is taken 
by the line and the seine. He is called weak-fish, as some 
say, because he does not puU very much after he is hooked;* 
or as others allege, because the laboring men who are fed 
upon him are weak by reason of the deficient nourishment 
in that kind of food> Certain peculiar noises under water, of 
a low rumbling or drumming kind, are ascribed by the fisher- 
men to the squeteague. Whether the sounds come from 
these fishes oi'not, it is certain that during their season, they 
may be heard coming from the bottom of the water; and in 
places frequented by weak-fish, and not in other places; and 
when the weak-fish depart, the sounds are no more heard. 

" A beautiful variety of this fish is sometimes seen, widi 
the following characters, to wit : 

*^ Spotted Squeteague^Lah. 8q. maculatus). — There are 
black, well defined spots among the specks over the back 
and sides, and checkering the caudal and second dorsal fins. 
The pectoral fins are rather small: ventral and anal fins not 
yellow but brownish. The parts thus variegated with spots 
have a pretty appearance." 

They bite freely at the shrimp and shedder crab, and will 
often take clam bait as readily. In the vicinity of New-Tork 
they are found in the greatest abundance in the bay oflf Com- 
munipaw. Oyster Islands, Buckwheat Island, below Eliza- 
bethtown Point, at Buttermilk Channel, the Owl's Head, 
Gowanus Bay, and Mauhattanville; and although they ac* 

* Thb if a great mbtake ; the squeteague, contidering the weaknew 
or aoftnesi of the iaaer part of his mouth, is a fkir pulling fi«h ; and 
when they are hooked of a good use, are known to give nearly a« much 
tport aa the more favored rock. 
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company the basse in salt water, they generally swim deeper, 
more in the eddies, and farther off from the shore. The 
experienced angler will often after angling for basse without 
success, change his ground, drop his bait a little deeper in 
the water, and return satisfied with his quota of weak-fish if 
not his expected sport in basse. 

Although they are not as active when hooked, and do not 
compare as a game fish with the basse, the same description 
of tackle is requisite ; and the angler who occasionally lays 
off with a slaq]^ line, has to 9ufftr toine from the larger and 
more nimble rock, who will often be off with hooks, line, 
float and sinker, without particular notice. 

Some of those who make the squeteague a &Torite object 
of their pursuit, prefer a light, round, bent hook called the 
Aberdeen, and others a light Kirby size No. 1, which they 
think increases their chance of success. A large hook, say 
No. 1, or even No. 0, on the whole, should be used, although 
the Limerick * is a good and sure hook. The Kirby, baited 
with a good sized shrimp, will be found for this weak 
mouthed animal a more sufficient guaranty far the fidthful 
landing of any size that swims. 

A friend who pursues this sport during the season, with 
much success, says — " I once saw one taken by a friend of 
mine, that weighed eight pounds and a half, which is the 
largest I ever saw." You frequently take from 10 to 40 
pounds of this fish in a day, when they are in abundance. 
The afternoon tides are always the best, about two hours 

before sundown, and as Ic* — ^— *^*** — *^'*" ' ^ 

croaking, when you had b( 
more of them. 

* Some prefer tlie Limerick, 
teafiie. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
OF THE KINO-FISH, OB BARB. 



This is a fine fish, both for the hook and the palate, and is 
found only and seldom in the bay and harbor of New- York. 
Whence he comes, and whither he goes, and of his habits, 
little is known, even among the oldest inhabitants of New 
York. The older fraternity of anglers, however, know 
more about him than those of later growth: certain it is, 
that among those who have had the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance with a hook and line, few can ever forget him. As 
a game fish he is considered as giving more real sport than 
either the trout, basse, or salmon. His name and where- 
abouts has only to be whispered to the New York Angler, 
and he is oflf after sport that perhaps he has anticipated for 
years. 

" "■ Nebulosa — Mitchill) — With cir- 

md ragged, blunt processes, partly 
ip. Length, sixteen or eighteen 
»e; though some individuals are 
;aly. Color of the head and body 
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a light brown, glossed with silvery and bine, and interspersed 
with spots and blotches of a darker hue. Some of these 
clouds slant obliquely forward from the dorsal fin; some run 
obliquely backward from the nape of the neck; and some 
pass midway from the sides to the tail. There is here and 
there an insulated dark patch, with dirty discolorations to- 
wards the white belly. He grows rapidly thick and stout 
towards the thorax, and then gently and gradually slopes 
away towards the taiL*' 

He is taken by the angler for basse and weak fish with 
their ordinary tackle, with the exception of the hook, which 
should be rather smaller, say No. 4, Limerick or Kirby sal- 
mon, to accommodate the mouth of the barb, which is rather 
small. 

The following description of his grounds, and manner of 
taking him, by a friend who has had much experience, will 
close our article on the king-fish to the gratification of all who 
have or ever expect to bite or get a bite from this interesting 
fish: 

" This is one of the finest fish for the table, procured firom 

the salt water. They are not plen^ '- "^ --i-i— i---j -r 

this city, though occasioDally a seai 
taken in considerable numbers. I 
in a tide, in the neighborhood of C 
fill little Dutch town, rendered faz 
nowned Knickerbocker. 

" A little below this village the 
tom on the extensive flat which is 
City down nearly to Bergen Point 
low water on this hard ground, call 
ground, in my experience, is foui 
from Black Tom directly for the Je 
an oar until the bottom becomes i 
deeper than on the hard. You arc 
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if called CaTing Channel— a channel running north firom Ca* 
▼ing Point. Back yoor boat abont ten feet on the hardf and 
anchor at low water: as the joang flood comes in, if there 
are any of these fish in the harbor yoa will most probablj 
find them here. I have taken from ten to thirty on tfaii 
groond, together with basse and weak-fish, in a tide. 

''The best bait lor king-fish is shedder crab: the hook 
should be smaller than for basse, as they have not a ]arge 
month. They are fine fish for the rod, being very poweHbl 
and active, running deeper than basse or weak fish, and in a 
way peculiar themselves, so that an experienced angler can 
always distinguish them on their first run. The hffgest I 
have ever taken in this harbor I have found on this groand, 
weighing up to one and a half pounds. They are somethnes 
taken of larger size in the south bays of Long Island, bat 
rarely if ever over two pounds. There are many other spots 
on the extensive oyster beds on these flats, particularly along 
i along the fyke fences between 
1. In Jamaica bay I have hid 
these capital fish, 
cation, giving an account of my 
written by me at the time, snd 
1 Advertiser of 6th Jdy, 1827. 
-dinary performance, but I have 
hundred in a tide: but of late 
I scarce in those waters, it being 
le blue-fish, by preying on their 
lity. Poor Bannister, the guide 
It with his fathers. A pleasanter 
lan, could not easily be found. 
' to her friends, and as kind and 

Friday last, a gentleman o( this 
ay, into Jamaica bay, with hii 
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son, a lad of twelve years of age. They commenced fishing 
at half past seven in the morning, spent half an hoar in dining 
at noon, and qait fishing at half past one; having taken with 
their rods in the six hoars, four hundred and 9eventy4wo 
king-fish. Their goide was Joseph Bannister. None of 
these fish were taken by him, as he was diligently employed 
daring the whole time in preparing bait. That it may not 
be said that this was a wanton waste of one of the finest kinds 
offish produced in oar waters, it is deemed right to add, that 
a large namber of fiimilies in the neighborhood were supplied 
gratoitoasly with them, and none of this lot of noble fish 
were wasted. Mr. Bannister will be foand on inqaiiy at 
Mrs. Fhebe Hicks' boarding house, where the parties were 
staying. This hoase is most cheerfully recommended for its 
delightful situation, great cleanliness, excellent fare and kind 
and obliging &mily, as well as for the highly respectable 
company usually frequenting it. 

" N. B. Mr. Bannister provides a boat and bait, and is the 
oarsman for the day. His charge is $1.25." 

The firiend who so 
particular grounds, is ai 
pleasant sport of taking 
that since the period all 
of New-York but seldc 
is a time for everything 
the barb will condescei 
of the goodly city of Go 
will be soflScient to mal 
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CHAPTER XIIL 
OF THE BLACK-PISH, OR TAUTOG. 



This is another of our native fishes, found only in the waters 
of New-York, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and vicinity. 
They are not so much an object of sport 83 the two last 
named, bat aa they come early, and sometimes in great abun- 
dance, and when taken and fresh cooked are a fine table fish, 
they deserve a particular place in our extended catalogue of 
angle fishes. 

Black'FUh of New- York f Tautog of the Mohegane-^ 
Tide Black-Fiih, or 22i«niwr#— (Mitchill) — " The name of this 
fish is derived frY)m the color of its back and sides, being of a 
bluish or crow black. 

" The black fish abounds in the vicinity of Long Island, 
and is a stationary inhabitant of the salt water. He never 
"~:e salmon or sturgeon; nor, on the other 
veiling place as &ey do. He is fond of 
ugh bottoms. He is taken through the 
ug Island Sound, Fisher*s Island Sound, 
rhood of Rhode-Island. The tautog was 
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not originally known in MaMachonetts bay; but within a few 
years he has been carried beyond Cape Cod, and has multi- 
plied BO abundantly that the Boston market has now a full 
supply, without the necessity of importing from Newport and 
Providence. Black-fish, however, does not confine himself 
to rough bottoms ; for he is also caught in the southern bays 
of Long Island, and on the banks of the ocean ofiT Sandy 
Hook. He is considered, by the New-Yorkers, as a very 
fine fish for the table. He grows to the weight of ten or 
twelve pounds, and even more; but it is a fish of a good size, 
that equals two or three. 

"He may be kept for a long time in ponds or cars; and 
fed, and even fiitted there. When the cold of winter be- 
numbs him he refuses to eat any more, and a membrane is 
observed to form over the vent, and close it He begins to 
regain appetite with the return of warmth in the sping. The 
blossoming of the dogwood, (comus floi-ida,) early in April, 
is understood to denote the time of baiting black-fish. As 
soon as these flowers unfold, the fishermen proceed with 
their hooks and lines to the &vorite places. If there is no 
dogwood, a judgment is derived from the vegetation of the 
chestnut tree (castanea vesca). The season of baiting is 
reckoned very &vorable until the increasing warmth of the 

season brings food enough to fil^ ihmr mfnn%nr\*m^ tkw%A tliAV 

thereupon afford less pastime to tl: 
to the professor. The people exp 
coarse rhymes: 



^ r< 



** ' When chettnut leavea are as 
Then bite black-fish without : 
But when chestnut leaves are 
Then catch black-fish if you ( 

"The common bait for black-fia 
^mjra.) The si)ldier. crab, or fii 
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qoentlj' tempt him when he refuses to taste the other. And 
he snaps very readily at the large fimiy worm of the salt 
water beaches, (nereis,) when used on a hook for him. 

" Some persons, who live contiguous to the shores where 
are situated the rocks frequented by tautog, invite the fish 
there by baiting. By this is meant the throwing overboard 
broken clams or crabs, to induce the black-fish to renew 
their visits, and fine sport is procured. 

" Rocky shores and bottoms are the haunts of black-fish. 
Long experience is required to fijid all these places of resort 
Nice observations on the land-marks, in different directioni, 
ore requisite to enable a fishing party to anchor on the proper 
spot When, for example, a certain rock and tree range one 
way, with a bam window appearing over a headland the 
other way, the boat being at ^e point where two such lines 
intersect each other, is exactly over some fiimous rendezvous. 
To insure success on such expectation, it is proper to have 
— n_-. _i 11 J •_ jji ijjg local and minute know- 

nber and distance of the rocks 
time consumed, from the dura- 
ammer*s day. An opinion pre- 
hear very well; and, for fear of 
est stillness is observed. He is 
>r one of his weight and size, 
sh bite best upon the flood: in 
ring the ebb. Thunder accom- 
ation that no more of them can 
of a porpoise infallibly puts an 
» are told of fish in the wells 
native element, having been 
repeated flashes of lightning, 
ly wind, is generally the omen 
formed in fishing for tautog, are 
emarkable glee, and they afford 
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a never-failing theme of entertainment to those who are en? 
gaged in this sort of ail venture. Though the hand line is 
generally used, the rod is sometimes employed to great ad- 
vantage. The black-fish is remarkable for retaining life a 
long time after he is taken ont of water. He sometimes 
swims over even ground, and is caught in seines." 

An observant New-York amateur, who delights in black- 
fish angling, gives us the following: 

** The black-fish, or, as he is called in the eastern states, 
ihe tautog, is a very fine fish for the table, well known to all 
epicures, and affords fine amusement to the angler. He is 
taken on reefs or around detached rocks, where the food in 
which he delights is found. The usual baits employed in 
taking black-fish are the hard and soft shelled clam, the rock 
crab and soldier crab or fiddler, shrimp and shedder lobster 
01 crab: these two last are decidedly the best that can be 
used, though in many situations the shrimp and the two small 
kinds of crab above named are sometimes to be preferred. 
As a general bait for these fish, the shedder lobster is my 
favorite, and I have ] 
fish. There is a vc 
black-fish, even thoc 
Those taken close U 
sides, are shorter, i 
those which are fou 
it sweeps past the re 
heads than the othei 
about the head and f 
white, whence they i 
They seem to deligl 
swift water, where tl 
which are borne al< 
little above the rock, 
rent past it, holding 
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yoa present the bait to his expecting eye in the most natonil 
way — and this should always be the study of the angler who 
wishes to succeed. His bite is much more powerful than 
that of the rock-fish, though both are bold biting fish, and to 
the experienced angler, with good tackle, rarely missed. 

"The rock-fish lie under the overhanging rock- weed, on 
die watch for live bait, shrimp, or crabs, dart oat and seize 
their prey, and retire to their harbor, drawing the line from 
the perpendicular to a slanting position, and that without the 
angler feeling him; and I have taken many a dark-sided fel- 
low, merely from watching the slant of the line. Both kinds 
are very powerful, and although they rarely run far from the 
rock when hooked, their extraordinary vigor, and stubborn 
resistance, make them a capital subject for the rod. The 
largest I have ever taken with the rod, weighed five and a 
half pounds. This was at Oyster-Fond Point, at the Sound 
end of Long Island. This is one of the best places which I 
know, of easy access from New-York, for taking these fine 
fish. An excellent temperance hotel is kept by Mr. Latham, 
and good boats and guides are to be had. 

" The best mode of arranging rod tackle for black-fish is 
this : Attach two plaited gut snells, one of twelve inches and 
one of eight, to a small brass ring, the size of those used on 
the second joint of the rod from the hand ; put a slide sinker 
on the line, and tie to the ring, and all is ready. The slide 
sinker is by far the best, as it is frequently desirable to throw 
from your boat to a sunken rock, and as the sinker lies on 
the bottom, the smallest action of the fish at the bait is readily 
felt 

'* For hand-line fishing I prefer the same mode of arranging 

the hooks to any other : the usual way is to have a loop at 

» line ; attach the loop to the eye of the sinker, 

! snells on the line just above the latter, so that 

^ about twelve and eight inches below.'* 
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The rod proper for taking black-fisb, ihoald be similar to 
that described for trolling, say about twelve feet long, and 
quite stiff; the line stout, and of strong flax or hemp; and 
although not absolutely necessary for black-fish alone, should 
be attached to a good running reel; by this arrangement, the 
sportsman will be prepared, which is often the case, to meet 
a drum or large basse, which are sometimes found on the same 
grounds. The hook in use for black-fish, varies in size, with 
many anglers, some preferring quite a small size for 
taking the largest size fish, say about No. 10 ; and others, 
ranging from No. 3 to No. 5, the most proper sizes for 
general fishing. These hooks, it will be noticed, by 
referring to plate 2. of hooks, are made of much stronger 
wire, and are known amongst anglere and dealers in tackle, 
as the black-fish hook. The hook should be attached to a 
strong piece of flax line about ten to fifteen inches in length; 
and if you angle with t 
six inches apart; you 
tide, and be fixed i 
fifteen inches. Some 
to their hooks instead 
on rucky ground and 
very shy, it is hardly ; 
tackle when plain line 

The black fish bei 
admit of such variety 
briny element. The 

* Others nw ■hort leng 
who U very fond of takinj 
with expedition, he alwaj 
posed of three strands of si 
and perplexity occasioned 
iaz line snells, and can tal 
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with a common drop line made of flax, and from ten to durty 
yards in length, according to the depth of water. 

When the black fish ^vors yon with a bite, give partico- 
lar attention and pull quickly, for he has a hard, tough monlht 
and if your hook and tackle are strong, you need not be fear- 
ful of any damage to your tools, and with proper precaulioii, 
yon can call him in. 

Give kirn no quarter, when using the hand-line, (until yon 
quarter him for diimer ;) keep your line tight, and draw him 
straight up until he snuff the pure air of heaven, moch to ms 
chagrin, and greatly to your satisbction: and remember, 
should you be unwatchful, and he take you unawares and go 
to the bottom, your chance is very small; for although be 
may roam occasionally, in search of his favorite food, still he 
loves his rocky home, and down he will go with your bottom 
tackle, unless you are on the alert. Remember, then, that 
" Eternal vigilance is the price of — a black fish. 

How to Cook the Blaek-FUk— Not seemingly by a pnv 

fessor of the rod and line, yet certainly by one who well 

understands how to bring out the gastronomic properties 

' , the following, from 4e 

azine, although contaimng 

think, suit the tasU of our 

destinies of dinner! (for if 
ithies toward thee,) smoke- 
vhatever else may be Ae 
y thou but all of us rejoice, 
thee one of the most deli- 
iture, imbibing flavor from 
hether of adverse or of pro* 
rren Hastings said of the 
Q India, alike ' to the toach 
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"Thott hast it, my choice Mary! The small, deep stew- 
pan — ^with its thin cullender or strainer, on which the fish is 
to be lowered to the bottom, that it may, when stewed into 
soft delight, be gently raised again, without injuring its integ- 
rity of form — glows with brightness in front of thee ! Thy 
vigorous arm of mottled red, thy roand wrist, and small 
compact fingers grasp the sharp pointed knife with which to 
satisfy thyself that not one scale remains around the head, the 
fins, the taiL 

** Now tail and fins are nicely shortened in their termina- 
tion, not hacked off. A little salt is thrown over the fish, 
merely to harden and not salt it, and it lies two hours for 
this purpose. It is then scored, that it may not break when 
it swells, and browned well upon the gridiron : from which 
it is carefully taken up, and laid to repose upon a bed of 
nicely peeled and veiy fresh mushrooms, daintly spread over 
the strainer. 

** While the fish was hardening, Mary has had a conmiu- 
nication from up stairs. An extra bottle of the Chateau of 
twenty-five had been unavailingly opened the day before, to 
tempt a total temperance friend who had arrived from the 
country. Good part of it remains, and at this moment it is 
decanted into the stew-pan ; the freighted strainer descends 
into the wine ; and the fish, entirely immersed in the ame- 
thystine element, regrets no more its loss of life, of liberty, 
and youth. A white onion or two is sliced into rings, that 

fall as decorations over him; a few ' ' ' * 

in ; six cloves ; two blades of mac 
proper ; and cayenne or not, acco 
stew-pan is then covered, and a ca] 
mer completes the work.*' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF THE DRUM. 



Tbi8 is a large, nncoath, agly-looking fish, not often sought 
after as an object of sport, bat sometimes, and when least 
expected, the subject of the angler's toil. If, however, 
, and not on the alert, this ele- 
has the pleasure of chewing the 
-e, and the astonished sportsman 
limself anew, (after twisting his 
Qg his quid on t'other side, if he 
I of discontent at not having sup- 
:kle, or not being more strongly 

tg remarks on this fish: 

fusoa) — Length when full grown, 

is; depth, fourteen or sixteen. 

gewise towards the belly, which 

d, rendering it easy to turn the 

' examination. 

equals fifteen, twenty, and even 

idual now before me comes to 

d a drum that was as heavy as 
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eighty pounds. I have been credibly informed of one that 
weighed a hundred and one pounds. He is taken abundantly 
during the summer, both with line and net. 

" Color of the drum, a dull silvery, like the dross of melted 
lead, with a faint, brassy tinge of ruddy, though between 
the scales the skin is inclined to blackish on the back and 
sides, and thereby gives its denomination to the fish. Scales 
of the body exceedingly large, stiff, homy, and marked by 
radiated and concentric lines. Their form receding some- 
what from square, and approaching the figure of the letter D. 
They are so planted in the skin, that it is difficult to remove 
them. Lateral line, broad, rather indistinct, and running 
scaly to the end of the tail. Under the scales the silvery hue 
is most considerable. A black patch on the other side of the 
older individuals, behind the pectoral fin. All the fins iii- 
dined to reddish, more especially the caudal, pectoral, and 
dorsaL Sometimes the space covered or shaded by the 
pectoral fin is pale or white. Tail even, eyes silvery yellow. 

" His name of drum has been given on account of the 
drumming noise he makes, immediately after being out of 
water. 

** He swims in numerous shoals in the shallow bays on 
the south side of Long Island, where fishermen, during the 
warm season, can find them, almost If 
a dull fish." 

In addition to his whereabouts, i 
found in large company in the Kills 
where he is often taken by the weal 
He sometimes takes a stroll up the str< 
taken in Harlem river; and althou 
seem, by the following extract from 
sometimes requires skill, experience 
him: 

"A great Haul, — A gentleman oi 
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eighty pounds. I have been credibly informed of one that 
weighed a hundred and one poonda. He is taken abondantly 
during the summer, both with line and net 

** Color of the drum, a dull silvery, like the dross of melted 
lead, with a faint, brassy tinge of ruddy, though between 
the scales the skin is inclined to blackish on the back and 
sides, and thereby gives its denomination to the fish. Scales 
of the body exceedingly large, stiff, homy, and marked by 
radiated and concentric Imes. Their form receding some- 
what from square, and approaching the figure of the letter D. 
They are so planted in the skin, that it is diflScult to remove 
them. Lateral line, broad, rather indistinct, and nmning 
scaly to the end of the tail. Under the scales the silvery hue 
is most considerable. A black patch on the other side of the 
older individuals, behind the pectoral fin. All the fins in- 
clined to reddish, more especially the caudal, pectoral, and 
dorsaL Sometimes the space covered or shaded by the 
pectoral fin is pcde or white. Tail even, eyes silvery yellow. 

'* His name of drum has been given on account of the 
drumming noise he makes, immediately after being out of 
water. 

** He swims in numerous shoals in the shallow bays on 
the south side of Long Island, where fishermen, during the 
warm season, can find them, almost 1 
a dull fish." 

In addition to his whereabouts, 
found in large company in the Kills 
where he is often taken by the wea 
He sometimes takes a stroll up the str 
taken in Harlem river; and allhoi 
seem, by the following extract fron 
sometimes requires skill, experience 
him: 

**A great Haul. — A gentleman o 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 



THC DRUM. 




in the rare iport of angling, and hai spent a good part of the 
■ommer at Shanlz's Hotel, Macomb's Dam* fishing with va* 
ried saccess for basse and blue-fish, day before yesterday,* 
(Tharsday,) struck one of the monsters of the ' deep that 
sometimes visit that vicinity. On the first pull he thought 
that he had struck bottom, but his reel soon began to whiz, 
and his line to run with great rapidity. Finding nearly all 
his line, 300 feet, run out, he took np his anchor-atone, and 
away went the boat down the river about a mile ; he &eu 
managed so as to make a tack, and np &e river they went 
again, and down and np again for two hours and a half, until 
finally his majesty was got into shallow water, and a seizore 
made mider the gills, but he slipped grasp and made a sud- 
den lurch, taking rod and line, and floored himself on the 
grass about twenty yards from the boat. The gentleman, 
who is a muscular man, succeeded with some diflSculty in 
getting him into the boat, when he proved to be a drum of 
the largest size, and on weighing at the hotel weighed a little 
over seventy pounds. This is believed to be the largest fish 
ever taken with rod and reel. The hookB were ordinary 
basse hooks, with a yard leader on double silk-worm gut 
purchased at Brown's, a few days since, in Fulton street, near 
our office. A fish of the same kind was taken last summer 
in the Kills, by Mr. Michaels, weighing over forty pounds, 
and one by Mr. Keese, a few years ago, weighing over fifty 
pounds; but this caps the climax, and Mr. R. deserves a 
great deal of credit for his perseverance in this extraordinary 
feat" 

•Aaput,1844. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER XV. 
O? THE BLACK, OR OSWEGO BA88I. 



This is the favorite gime fish of the northern and western 
parte of oar conntry, and is found in abundance in most of 
the northern lakes and western rivers. To our piscatorial 
friends in New-York, Ohio, Michigan and Kentucky, they 
afford unceasing delight, and no fish receives more enco- 
miums as to the pleasure derived, either from the rod or fork. 

His usual size is about twelve to fifteen inches in length 
by two inches in thickness and five inches broad. The color 
IS deep black along the back and sides, growing lighter to- 
wards the belly, and becoming yellowish, in the female. It 
has a thick oval head ; large mouth, with rows of small teeth ; 
a wide dorsal fin near the centre of the body ; another to- 
wards the tail, with corr ^' " — ' —^ — ' ^^ 

The body is quite thick ne 
terminating in a swallow t 
fish, which betray its pro 
elude pursuit It is besi 
kinds of small fish, but bit 

The Buffalo correspond 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 



THE BLACK BASSE. 






basse and Oswego basse are of different 'species. Hear 
Itim: 

" The Ostoego and Black Batte. — The Oswego basse and 
black basse bear so strong a resemblance to each other that 
not one fisherman in ten knows them as distinct entities. In 
form, color, weight, and habits, the two are almost perfecdj 
identical; and yet their differences, though minute, are strik- 
ing and essentiaL An Oswego basse, when i^aced bj a 
black basse of the same size, is readily distinguished by his 
more forked tail, his greater thickness of shoulder, his coarser 
scales, and, above all, by his month, which, when open, is 
nearly twice as large as that of the black basse. In Lake 
Ontario the Oswego basse is abondant, and the black basse 
comparatively rare. In Lake Erie, the black basse greatly 
predominates, and it may be donbted whelher the Oswego- 
nian— like certain citizens of the Ontario shore — is not an 
interloper in our waters, who has fbond his way to us fix>m 
below through some canal. However this may be, he is 
certainly right welcome ! 

*' The black basse is our chief object of pursuit — his cap- 
ture is our dearest triumph — ^his captive form our proudest 
trophy. When word first comes, in June, that the black 
basse bites in our river, what a stir there is among onr anglers! 
— what questioning as to the when, and the where, and by 
whom, and with what bait, and the number, and size ! — ^what 
an anxious inquiry after big minnows ! — what a raking and 
scraping of pond-holes for soft lobsters! — what a watching 
of the skies !— and, if there be no wind, or a zephyr from the 
south or west, what bright and hopeful fiices ! — ^but if the 
y A«at«)riy wind, however gentle, fan our 
efid countenances! — ^what half-sap- 
it a woful, spiritless attempting to be 
avocations ! And why this commo- 
the very prince of our game-fishes. 
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His capture is a less easy task, and involves, or is sapposed 
to involve, more science, and to be a truer proof of merit as 
an angler, than any other tenant of our crystal waters. Bat 
(let me whisper it in thy ear, my friend !) there is much of 
fiincy in all this. He is a noble fish, and struggles vigorously 
and most pertinaciously for liberty ; but no art nor skill, unat- 
tainable by thee, or any one, is requisite to hook or draw 
bim from his element 

** Thb fish beds in our streams and rivers, and probably, 
too, on the bars and shoals of our bay. Numbers run up the 
larger streams in May, and bite freely at the worm, in the 
middle and latter part of that month, in the Tonawanda. His 
appearance is too &miliar to need description. His color 
Taries, though it generally approaches black. I think only 
the smaller basse run up the creeks. Those taken in Tona 
wanda seldom overweigh two or two and a half pounds, and 
have a greenish hue. In the river they attain a weight of 
four and four and a half, and even five pounds ; and occasion- 
ally heavier ones have been taken, weighing even eight 
pounds. The river fish, when firesh from the water, is fre- 
quently banded, like the perch, with broad bars of a darker 
hue, which disappear, however, and fade into the general 
color of the fish as he becomes dry. He seldom takes the 
book, in the Niagara, until June. He is always fine eating, 
but is fattest and best in autumn." 

He is angled for in the usual way, and with the same ar- 
rangement of tackle as the striped basse or salmon; and with 
•ome enthusiastic western sportsmen, is thought to give more 
amusement than either. But the most active and excitin^r 
mode of pursuit is with the troUinj 
indebted to a friend who has freque 
following interesting communicatioi 

'' This is a game fish, affording tl 
enjoyment These fish are taken 
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collected on their feeding grounds, in Augost and the mbt^" 

qnent faJH. months, they are sometimes taken in considerable 

nombers. The uaoal mode of angling for them at this time, 

is either with or without a float, and with lire bait--« smsll 

fish taken for the purpose, along the lake shores or in brooks. 

They are exceedingly strong and actiTe— qualities which 

delight the angler. When first hooked, they run yery wild, 

and almost inyariably rise to the suHace, and leap one, two, 

and even three feet in the air, shaking the head violently, 

eridently with a view to dislodge the fi&tal hook. Frequently, 

while making their runs, they will suddenly turn and come 

with aU their power direcUy towards their enemy, and by 

thus slacking the hue, will succeed in shaking the hook loose: 

this often happens with unexpeiienced fishermen, but more 

rarely with the angler who holds a good reel and winds 

rapidly. The most beautiful mode of «mg1iiig for them 

known, is trolling either with live bait or an artificial fly of 

ce. The writer has succeeded 

made on a Uurge-aized Limerick 

itriped basse when fishing with 

IS follows: — Body of a peacock 

let kerseymere and white pigeon 

ipped firom a white goose-qoill, 

ickle, and surmounted widi thin 

Tor trolling pleasantly and com- 

>rovide a moveable seat, which 

vdle of his boat, in order that he 

) oarsman, and facing the stem. 

land of his rod and line, and not 

titude which the lowness of the 

uld reel ofi* fifty to sixty, or even 

' line, and on going over shallow 

depth, two hundred feet, as the 

dly dart aside as the boat pssses, 
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and do not roturn immediately to their harboring spot, which 
is one reason why those who do not nse the reel are not as 
snccessfol as those who employ it After a few moments 
diey glide back to their fiivorite spot, and as the fly comes 
along, dart at and seize it A strong tag is felt by the angler, 
who has only to draw gently, and his prey is fiistened. The 
oarsman rests on his oars, to give the angler fall command 
of his line. The noble fish, after one or two rans to right and 
left, suddenly rises and makes his splendid leap, and plung- 
ing, again seeks the bottom, again ritfes, and then tries his 
last experiment of dashing right towards the boat He strag- 
gles long and vigorously, but his strength is at last exhausted, 
and you trail your unresisting captive to the landing net I 
have taken them of various weights, the largest weighing ^ve 
pounds nine ounces : this was done last aummer ( 1844 ) in Lake 
George. 1 believe they are sometimes taken much larger 
in the St Lawrence river, and upper lakes, but my acquaint- 
ance with them is limits 

"AtSherrill'scapit 
enjoying this delightfb 
fishing groands are do\ 

** An excellent hous 
miles down the lake, v 
salmon trout are sitaa 
ground for the basse in 

"About ten miles : 
the Narrows, where th 
shelving rocky shores, i 

*' Anglers will find 
kept by Mr. Lyman, ¥ 
guests, and furnishes b 

"In trolling for the 
frequently strOce thow 
weight, even with the ^ 
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There it to great a difference, both in tibape and cdor, be- 
tween the fish of this lixe and thoae of two or more poondt 
weight, that a stranger wonld never take them to be of the 
same speciea. These small fish are veiy similar in shape to 
the blue-fish of the salt water, while those of the larger sixa 
spread in width as Ihey increase in size, so that a fish of two 
and a half to three pounds, is of a shape between a black-fish, 
or tantog, and the fimious sheepshead. In color they diffinr 
also greatly: the small basse being of a light dull greeniah 
color, while the lai^ grow darker as they increase in sizoi 
the largest being nearly black on the back, and of a ybtj dark 
brovmish green on the sides. The yoonger gentry, abore 
described, are not to be despised on acooont of their size, 
for when taken with a light troat rod, they will be fiiand to 
be a fine vigorous fish, and when in their temerity they seize 
the large fly, on feeling the hook, they will, true to their 
natnre, make the leap, in imitation of their sires, thus shovr- 
ing themselves to be game fish. I have known them to le^ 
Z' three times while reeling in the long troUing line, whereas 

the larger gentry rarely leap more than once." 
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CHAPTER XVL 
OP THE 8HEEP8HBAD. 



Tbib is another fish taken by the black-fish and basse sports- 
men in the vicimty of New-York. He affords considerable 
excitement in capture, and mnch pleasure as a table fish.* 
Of late years he has been considered very scarce, and does 
not seem willing, as nsoal, to tickle the palates of the inhabit- 
ants of Alanhattan Island. 

Bhecp'9 Head^BparJOB ovis.— Mitchill.)— " With smutty 
iacep banded sides, pale complexion, prominent eyebrows, 
and grooTod dorsal fin. The fom 
tain smnttiness of fiice, have a di 
physiognomy of the sheep. The 
which he is usually distinguished. 

'* Grows big enough to weigh I' 
weighed four pounds and a half, m 
length, eight in depth, and three ii 
is the most esteemed of New-Yoik 1 

• It ia Mdd that the old tdafe, that « 
if one is a §k4tp^» JU^dt** will not apply to 
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CHAPTER XVI, 
OF THB 8HEEP8BEAD. 



This is another fish taken by the black-fish and basse sports- 
men in the vicimty of New-Yoik. He affords considerable 
excitement in capture, and mnch pleasure as a table fish.* 
Of late years he has been considered Terj scarce, and does 
not seem willing, as nsoal, to tickle the palates of the inhabit- 
ants of Manhattan Island. 

Sheep's Head-^B^taroB ovis.— Mitchill.)— " With smutty 
fiioe, banded sides, pale complexion, prominent eyebrows, 
and grooved dorsal fin. The form 
tain snrattiness of face, have a dii 
physiognomy of the sheep. The 
which he is usually distinguished. 

'* Grows big enough to weigh U 
weighed four pounds and a half, m< 
length, eight in depth, and three in 
is the most esteemed of New-Yoik f 

• It it raid that the old adaye, that <*t 
if OM it a »k4*p*e JUnd/* wiU not apply to 
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price than any, excepting, perhaps, fresh salmon and tront 
The price varies from a dollar to one hundred and fifty cents, 
for a fish of middle size; that is, from four to seven poands. 
Nothing, in the opinion of a New-Yorker, can exceed boiled 
sheepehead, served ap at a samptuoas dinner. 

** General color of the sheepshead a white or obscnre sfl- 
very, with a smatty daubing over the &ce and chin, and a 
greenish tinge above the brow, and six or seven dark bands 
or £ones of an inch or more in breadth, regularly slanting 
from back to belly : the latter a dull white, approaching, in 
some places and individuals, to cream color. Scales large, 
homy, distinguished by radiated and concentric lines, and 
somewhat like a square rounded at the comers. They are 
deeply inserted into the skin ; adhere with remarkable firm- 
ness ; and when they are separated, there is discoverable, on 
the edges of the skin that enclosed them, a sort of tarnished 
argentine or brightish leaden hue. Rays of all the fins coarse. 

" Thia nnkiA fiah viaifa thij neighborhood of LoUg Islaud 

9 depths of the ocean, he finds 
d, a plenty of the crabs, muscles, 
to feed. He confines himself 
r having been seen in the fi-esh 
ice is only during the warmest 
oning of June to the middle of 
I to the unknown depths of the 
until the ensuing summer. I 
I stay later ; for one of the most 
shead I ever saw in New-York 
tober, 1814. I have seen him 

n shoals, and is sometimes snr- 
y the seine. Several hundred 
igle haul, with the long sweep- 
iwn, Babylon, and Fire Island. 
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They even tell of thousands being brought to knd at a 
draught. 

'* He also bites at the hook, and is not unfrequentlj 
caught in succession. The outfitting of a sheepsheading 
party, is always an occasion of considerable parade and high 
expectation, as I have often experienced. Whenever a 
sheepshead is brought on board the boat, more joy is mani- 
fested than by the possession of any other kind offish. The 
sportsmen view the exercise so much above common fishing, 
that the capture of the sheepshead is the most desirable com- 
bination of luck with skill ; and the feats of hooking and puD^ 
ing him in, furnish materials for the most hyperbolical stories 
The sheepshead is a very stent fish, and the hooks and lines 
are strong in proportion. Yet he frequently breaks them, 
and makes his escape. Sheepshead have been caught with 
such fish tackle fiutened to their jaws. When the line and 
book gives way, the accident makes a serious impression on 
the company. As the possession of the sheepshead is a grand 
prize, so his escape is felt a distressing loss. I knew an an- 
cient fisherman, i ' 
place, and circumst 

" This fish ia i 
wide and shallow 
lahmd. 

" The places w 
are about 40 miles 
removed from his 
spoils after death.' 

The proper tac 
as that used for ih 
line, of hemp or c 
feet in length, and 
and heavy sinker, 
a stout black-fish 
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•hoold be thoroughly tried before they are cast into &e water 
With BQch an outfit, the accidents spoken of by Biitcfaill may 
be avoided. 

An amateor friend, who has had great sncceas in taking 
this fish, furnishes the following: 

'' This noble fish has become quite scarce in our harbor. 
The writer has taken them repeatedly on a small reef near 
Qovemor's Island, opposite the Battery, but this was in days 
long since gone by. They are taken still oooasionaDy at 
Caving Point, and opposite the signal poles at the Narrows; 
also at Pelham Bridge, and in Litde Hellgate. 

<* Strong tackle is essential for taking them, as they are a 
very vigorous and powerful fish. They are usually found mi 
reefe or in the neighborhood of large rocks, whither they re- 
sort for their fiivorite food, which is the small rock crab and 
the soft-shell clam — a very common bait is the latter. The 
clam is put on the hook whole, by inserting the point of the 
hook through the stem, and burying the whole of the curve 
in the body of the clam. This fish is furnished with a fine 
set of front teeth, very nearly resembling the teeth of the 
sheep— whence the name ; the roof of the mouth is literally 
paved with round teeth, placed closely together, like the 
paving stones in the carriage track of our city, enabling them 
to crack the shell of the clams with perfect ease. Some 
anglers, after placing the clam on the hook, slightly crack 
the shell on one side ; but this sometimes causes the flesh 
of the clam to be exposed to those enemies of the angler for 
sheepshead — the bergalls. The sheepshead will take tlie 
whole clam when he finds it, and crack it in his paved month, 
without the previous aid of the fisherman. Where the small 
43.1. .M wirtf nienty— which is the case on the feeding grounds 
bays — I much prefer a bait of the opened soft 
of large size— as large at least as a pullet's egg — 
en iar more successful with it than with tiie 
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whole clam. The shedder crab u also a very fine, attractiye 
bait for them, on grounds where small fish are not nomerous. 

" Great care and skill are requisite in playing a sheeps- 
bead. His runs are very yigorous, and his struggles to get 
rid of the hook very powerfiil. He wiU dash head-foremost 
against a rock, or the bottom of the boat, in the most violent 
manner, evidently striving to rid himself of the fatal hook, 
and has often been known to succeed in breaking the hook 
and escaping. I once saw a very fine one, which a compan- 
ion was playing, dash violently against the large rock, (one 
of the &mous stepping stones in Long Island Sound,) and in 
his next run, rushing against the bottom of the boat, with a 
loud thump ; and when finally subdued and taken, the shank 
of the hook was found to be broken, and he was only held by 
the strong guaging of the line. The experienced fishermen 
along the Long Island shore of the Sound, often succeed in 
taking sheepshead, b} 
fishermen, and baiting 
two, in the proper se 
depositing them on th 
flood-tide They are 
water. These cunniz 
tion of baiting, and r 
often give evasive ao 
of Great Neck, who, 
you catch your sheef 
mouth.' 

''The general mo 
line, and as before ol 
are also taken, by ai 
lighter tackle, affordiu 
endeavors to escape, 
a largo landing net si 
mine, now deceased, ' 
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in Flatlanda baj, lome jean siiiee, and when be had iuAf 
exhauBted hU strength by long and carefbl skill, and ww 
reeling him towards the boat, on the surface of the water, 
lost his noble prize b j the rapacity of a villanoas shark, who 
seized the fish, and broke away with part of the line. In the 
evening of the same day, some net fishermen were hauling 
the seine on a neighboring beach, and captarad the piratieal 
monster; and on opening him, the sheepshead was foood in 
his stomach, partly digested, with my fiiend's hook in hii 
jaw." 

The Bnffalo correspondent remarks, of the fi^ and nit 
water sheepshead — 

*' This is a villain in general estimation — ^the pest of die 
fisher for basse— a fish ^t patteth the cook, who wookl ren- 
der him acceptable at table, in a quandary — bmn which, I 
am sorry to say, I cannot relieve her, though she be at her 
wit's end. 

'' He is generally brown, gray or reddish above, and of a 
dead, impure white below. His head is large, and his body 
is flattened latterly, though the frying-pan rejecteth him. 

>ee pomids, though he some* 
His food, his haunts, hii 
black basse, whom he erer 
re intended by nature as a 
jewel of the flood. He if 
sholeric angler — who polls 
pon the stones. 
a lusty, crafty fish, bepraised 
ipicure. At the tura of the 
a on your hook at a mootfa- 
1 pulls like a salmon as joa 
>ep, and broad-barred sides, 
that low islet in the Great 
hich you ha»e just haoled 
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him — ^how brilHaxitlj they show, and make 70a think of the 
dying dolphin, and of old Arion ! and when he repoaes at the 
head of the table— fit place for him^beaatiful, though boiled, 
how heartfelt is the homage he receives from all aroond! 
Traly, it is libel on him, to call by the same name this Paria 
of the lakes. 

" And yet oar fish is vigoroos, and not altogether destitute 
of beauty, to the eye at least of those who know him not. Is 
it not chronicled, that at Black-Rock, a strange angler once 
bartered away two noble basse for two large sheepsheads, 
which, for the nonce, were called white basse f *The 
freckled toad, ugly and venomous, wears yet a precious 
jewel in his head'— «nd our fish, in his clumsy cranium 
wears two small loose bones, serrate, and white and polished, 
which must have some use to him, some wondrous adapta- 
tion to his mode of life, which, when unfolded, will prove 
that he is not unregarded by Him who made the great whalet 
and the fishes of the sea. 

** His mouth is paved with large, flat, rough bones, or 
teeth, like those of the sea fishes that root up and devour the 
hardest testacefe : and, I have little doubt but that the natu- 
ralist who watches him narrowly, will one of these days de- 
tect him crushing and consuming the Uni and Anadontas — 
the fresh clams of our muddy flats and sandy bars. 

*' He bites at the worm, the minnow, the chub, the lob- 
ster, and makes good play with the line, though he gives in 
more quickly than the basse. An Axn*ri«Tift«»*1 nnvlAr run 
generally distinguish his bite anc 
most knowing ones are sometime 
basse until he is fairly brought to \ 

"When you have caught him, h 
him, have him ; and take to thyself 
meat \» more like leather than fish 
saying, that the more you cook hin 
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and I am not aware that he is ever eaten raw. Bat, some 
people do eat him, and profen to like him: liney most haye 
•tapendoos powers of mastication and digestion. I hare 
heen told, that, roasted whole in the adies, jost as he comes 
from the water, he is savory and tender— se<2 eredai Ju,dam$\ 
I once did eat him. prepared as follows : He was split throogfa 
the hack, pat apon the gridiron, there grilled enoagh to 
cook a side of pork : his flesh was removed from the skin, 
honed, chopped ap into dice, (prohahlj with a deaver,) and 
stowed with milk, hatter, pepper and salt. I mast say, that, 
thoagh it was meat of great tenacity, and might well be 
likened anto Indiarrabber, it had mach sweetness *' 
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CHAPTER XVn. 
or THE OOD AND TOM-OOD. 



The cod is another saltwater fish of the world, or, more prop- 
erly, the more northern coasts of the civilized world, as fieir as 
known. They are taken in abundance on the coasts of Eng- 
land, France and Germany, and are found in immense num- 
bers on the northern shores of our own continent. They are a 
fine, edible fish ; and although not much of a game fish, afford 
considerable sport to many of our eastern anglers in the vici- 
nity of Boston. 

Smith remarks on this fish-—'' W< 
to enter into a minute description. '. 
able production of the sea to man, 
whole coast of Massachusetts, but fl 
vigor and abundance still further nor 

The cod is gregarious, going ii 
place to place, but remaining certai: 
particular localities, which afford its 
greatest abundance : sea-worms, sn 
plants, are common on dear, wandy 
there the cod is caught. 
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** The in-shore cod, as on the Great Banks, are caught 
with a line in two to six and eight fethoms of water, where 
the tide ebbs and flows with considerable force over rocky 
soundings. Pleasure boats are often successful in hauling 
one or two hundred in a day, weighing from one to fifteen 
pounds. Those large specimens seen oooasionally in the 
stalls, are procured further out at sea. 

*'In the spring, the cod seems uncommonly voracious; 
f3r however unsuccessful it may have been in snatching the 
bait from the hook, and notwithstanding the mouth may have 
been lacerated, it seizes with avidity the very next it discov- 
ers. Woimds heal in a few days, so that however badly the 
skin is torn, the gelative of the blood is poured in so copiously 
as to close the breach much sooner than the healing process 
is completed in warm-blooded animals. 

" Two or three years since, the keeper of Bainsford Island 
caught a cod which had suspended to about a yard of line, 
a lead weight of several pounds, the other end being secored 
to a hook which was deeply imbedded in the bones and in- 
teguments of the upper jaw. How long the fish had been 
dragging about the inconvenient burden, it was difficult to 
decide.** 

One of the most important features in this fish, is its 
astonishing fecundity. Leawenhock has had the patience to 
count nine millions of eggs in a single cod ; and although 
hundreds of millions of these eggs are hourly destroyed by 
the fishermen, who take them at all seasons, and their more 
voracious brethren of the ocean, who feed upon them — still, 
says a French writer, on the subject of their prolific powers, 
we have assurance of an inexhaustible supply of wholeeome 
food, secured to all succeeding generations. 

The best bait for a pleasure party cod-fishing, is the 

common mud clam ; by some, however, the menhaden * is 

* This fish alio goes under the name of marabuiker, or moebonkAr x 
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thought preferable. Many kinds of fish may be snccesflfhlly 
caught by the flesh of their own species ; but this is not the 
case with the cod. That the odor of some kinds of bait is 
particularly agreeable is well established ; but the smell of 
putrid matter, to this fish, is so offensive, that instead of play- 
ing about the hook, they generally go beyond its influence. 

They are made an object of much sport and pleasure by 
the augUng inhabitants of Boston and vicinity. The usual 
mode of taking them is with a stout cotton or hemp Ihie. from 
fifty to one hundred and fifty feet in length, and about one- 
fourth of an inch thick, according to the depth of the water, 
with the largest size black-fish hook, or a small size fisher- 
man's cod hook, and a sinker weighing from one to foar 
poandfl. Parties on such excursions seldom return without 
a boat-load of cod, and a well-eatiafied bat very tired set of 
anglen. 

As an instance of wlmt can be done with this fish, with a 
light tackle, it was stated in the papers of the day, about a year 
since, that Daniel Webster caught, at Marshfield, a cod weigh- 
ing nine pounds, with a common trout line and trout hook. 

The cod is most delicious as a table fish, and is cooked 
in various ways : when fresh, be is usually fried or boiled ; 
when dried, he is an object of export to all parts of the coun- 
try : at the east, when in this state, he is prepared and mashed 
up into cakes with potatoes, and is a favorite dish. Of late 
years, the frequenters of New-York dining saloons have been 
rather amused by the often reiterated cry of the waiters — 

* Hurry up them fish-ball f* TWo ia nn mni^ nn..1<>a. ♦!.«« 

the potatoe fish-cakes of tl 
the Gothamites by Sween* 
for the appetites of the Ne 

they are foand in rait qoantitie 
bays and inleta of Mataachuaetl 
land. 
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The TomrCod or Fro«<-JV<&.— This is a small species d 
the cod, that runs up the riven in the vicinity of the ocean, 
and is found both in this coontiy and many parts of Eorope. 
Although not much of an angle fish, he affords, with the floonp 
der, a pan meu for the angler in the vicinity of Boston and 
New-York, in the pleasant days of April and November, 
when the basse fishing season is over. 

Smith says—*' The torn-cod may be reoognized by dunee 
dorsal fins, two anal, three abdominal, two pectoraL The 
ibdominal are small and slender, being before the pectoral, 
as it respects the head; under the tip of the under lip is one 
short, stump-liko cirrus. The caudal fin is broad, and rounded 
at the extremity. Teeth fine, both in the throat and jaws ; 
white, small and plump tongue ; the latersl line bearing up- 
wards. Its color varies at different seasons of the year, fmat 
a rich orange to a light greenish yellow, shaded by a dark 
brown on the back, and gradually becoming light or yeUow 
between the vent and the giUs. It varies in length, firam six 
to fifteen inches, and weighs from a quarter to nearly two 
pounds, depending, of course, on the age, sex and season. 
In the north of Europe— admitting this to be the fish, which 
at present cannot be doubted — ^they have been occasiunally 
known to exceed eight pounds. The spawning season ap- 
pears to be in February ; in this climate, about the first of 
May, they begin to take the hook." 

They are usually taken by the basse and tantog angler, 
with the ordinary tackle, with the exception of the hook, 
which should be a No. 9 black-fish, or No. 6 Kirby. When 
pursuing this sport exclusively, a small flax line about fifty 

frtof m \tnntrf\% tkfiunlrtttA tn a atiff* tvwl Qf Ju boat fishlng, S mO- 

th small hooks attached 
y purpose. 
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CHAPTER XVra. 
or THB FLOUNDBB. 



This k one of the most singular and odd-looking prodnctioos 

of the deep, and were it not that they are the common salt 

water fish of the world, would be viewed with wonder and 

astonishment One would suppose, from the flat appearance 

and formation of their bodies, that nature had been rather 

scarce of materials when mulring ut* tlii« fliviainn nf f>M» ma!\t 

water tribe. Besides many placet 

merous to mention, in the old work 

of salt water stations of the new. 

quantities, and in good condition, in 

to Smith and MitchiU, in the vicinil 

sachusetts, and also to the south ai 

The former remarks — " No fimiily o 

terized b j so many strong drcumsta 

on one side, but so arranged as to Ic 

about eighty degrees. The side on 

is always colored, but the oppos 

whitish. In fiict, their anatomy d 

want of symmetry. Writers remi 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 THK rLOVRDBB. 

thnt the two sides are aneqaal, and it is yeiy rare to find the 
pectoral fins resembling one another. In the branchial mem- 
brane are five rays ; the body seems compressed, as thoagh 
pressed between two stones; the dorsal fin encircles the 
fish like a ribbon, so that the back is on one side ! The venter, 
or inside cavity, is quite small, bat prolonged into a canal in 
the side of the tail. There is no air-bladder ; and the skull 
is the oddest of all crania, in consequence of the arrangement 
for accommodating both eyes on one side. 

** Notwithstanding the confused manner in which the 
skeleton is put together, distorted, and twisted in the queer- 
est form, there is only about the ordinary number of bones, 
entering into the composition of other fishes. 

** Flounder. — (Platessa Vulgaris.) — Being without thr 

swimming-bladder, they naturally keep near the bottom. 

Indeed, organized, as they obviously are, for looking upward, 

rather than downward, for their food, as well as the objects 

ite rapid in its movements, but 

ir&ce of the mud, into which it 

ase of fright" 

g : " Flounder of New- York.-^ 
With wide, toothed, obUque 
iform back. Grows to the size 
and twelve broad, in the south 
eighs five pounds. I have seen 
There is considerable variety in 
i( the back and fins commonly a 
ir spots ; and yet varieties occur, 
je is very plain." 
a of this fish, at New-York and 
i inches in length by three to ten 
they lie in the soft mud at the 
he docks, lumber piles, bridge 
, insects, and the spawn of fishes. 
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Thej are in the best condition in the spring and fitH, the heat 
of the summer not being &vorable to their perfection, at 
which time their flesh is soft and not as palatable. They are 
a favorite angle fish at all the bridges near Boston, where 
fishermen can be seen at almost any time in mild weather, 
hauling them up or waiting for a bite. They are taken in 
Harlem river, New-York, in the vicinity of the bridges, and at 
the numerous black-fish and rock grounds. They do not appear 
to keep any particular kind of company, but give the more 
finished basse angler some trouble when seeking a ten-pound 
rock at the bottom, by nibbling the bait with his small mouth, 
and sometimes insisting on being hooked. 

The usual mode of taking him is with a small flax drop* 
line, and small black-fish tackle : to insure success, quite a 
small hook must be used, say about No. 8 hook. The basse 
angler often provides himself with small hooks, and when his 
bvorite fish is not on the feed, is content to take, if he can 
get them, a mess of floi ~ 
good pan fish, and by i 
oontidered an epicnrea 
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This fish ib a species of the mackerel, and aometiiiies 
passes under that name. He has his peculiar grounds in 
Long Island Somid, where he schools from the ocean in the 
months of June, Joly and Angost, after whicn he returns to 
the sea to spend his vacation. They are taken only by troll- 
ing with the artificial squid — a mode of amusement calling 
into action the physical as well as scientific powers of the 
angler. They are a good table fish, when prepared and 
cooked immediately after being caught, but grow strong 
and rancid a ter being any lengdi of time out of the water. 

The Art of TrolUng, of late years, has become a fiivorite 

mode of piscatorial amusement, and the blue-fish afibrds to 

the inhabitants of Connecticut, New- York and Long Island, 

a large amount of satisfaction in its pursuit It is usually 

"1-boat, with a guide who knows 

n the shore, and drawing in al- 

kI is most practiced, and being 

ir sex, who often compose the 

■ course stamps it at once with 
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perfection. To those ladies who anfbrtanatety hare to 
be placed on the list of inyalids, and can endure the de- 
lightful and bracing summer breeze and gentle south wind, 
a few days' sport in the Sound, with a blue-fishing party, will 
amply repay them for their exertion. 

The tackle is simple, cheap, and easily arranged : it is 
composed of a squid made of bone, ivory, tin or pearl, with 
a stout Hne, of from 100 to 150 feet in length, attached ; and 
when the boat is in full sail, the squid is thrown out, the iish 
hooked, drawn in and shaken off, and thrown out, alternately. 
We give an extract from a letter written by a gentleman on 
an excursion on the south side of Long Island : 

*' Who that has been a frequenter of our bays and inlets, 
can ever forget the intense excitement attending the sport of 
blue-fishing f Those who desire to be successful in this de- 
lightful sport, should provide themselves with a proper outfit, 
(^ which con be procured at a trifling expense at any of the 
shops where fishing tackle is sold,) as an omission in this 
may result in disappointment 

*' The tackle in most general use, is a squid made of block- 
tin, lead, mother-of-pearl, or white bone, of a flat, narrow- 

oval shape, say four inches long, armed on one end with a good 

sized hook, (No. 0000 Kirby,) laid so that the point of the 

book be perpendicular to the flat sic" 

recommend a short length of stout 

bole in the other end, to attach it 

peatedly 'witnessed, in excursions c 

Island, the loss of a squid at a time 

could least afford to lose time in mal 

to his damaged tackle. The line 

siced, and well laid^ of, say firom i 

A thin, light line will not answer, 

booked, there is more than an even 

before the fish is secured ; and sli 
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the Bfther's lacerated hands wfll remind Hm that there ii 
more comfort in trolling with the regular sqaidding tackle 
than with a light hemp line, such ai we sometimes see nied 
by the uninitiated. 

" Being thus provided with the tackle suitable for this 
sport, you should get a good stout boat, with an experienced 
bay-man, who is ott fait in its management, and intimately 
acquainted with the habits and localities of the fish; for 
upon this, in a great measure, depends your chance of a 
good day's sport With a fine breeze, that will propel yoor 
boat some four or five miles an hour, you may embark, 
and having reached the whereabouts of the fish, cast o^er 
your squid, with from fifty to one hundred feet of line, which 
should be tied securely to the boat. The fish sometimes 
strike with great force, and neglect in fastening the line fre- 
quently results in its loss, with everything appertaining 
thereto. 

" ThADA ifl tk tntMt vRrietv- of Opinion regarding the length 
this kind of fishing ; but I hare 
inclined to take the squid, they 
e quantity of line out, as I have 
nth a very long line, but have 
fine ones, myself, almost under 
certainly not over twenty feet of 

sund, the boatman should be par- 
)ssing the spot where the school 
ce it frequently happens that the 
I. As an example of this, I was 
ewsberry Inlet, some two years 
*e I took any fish, was some three 
let, in the river ; and instead of 
ind down again, over the same 
itions to a space of about two 
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hondred yardB, and was very saccessfbl, retoming with a foil 
fare. When a fish is struck, the line should be hauled in 
with a steady pull — not jerked. If the Ime is allowed to 
slack, the fish is apt to throw itself off. 

** To disengage the fish from the hook, take the squid in 
the right hand, and by giving it a slight shake, with the hook 
uppermost, the fish will drop off into the boat 

"When the boat is in stays, (taeking^t) care should be 
taken to haul in the line ; an omission in this will cause your 
squid to sink and foul in the bottom grass. 

** Blue-fish are sometimes taken from the shore, by cast- 
ing the squid as far as possible into the water, and hauling It 
in with sufficient rapidity to prevent its sinking fiir below the 
surfiMse. This mode of fishmg is attended with a large outlay 
of labor, but in reward, some fine fish are taken. The places 
best known and most resorted to for blue-fishing, are Baby 
Ion, Islip. and Quogue, L. I. The two former have the great 
South Bay, with Fire Island Inlet, for its ground ; the latter 
the East Bay, and Pine Neck Inlet. Babylon and Islip are 

nigh at hand, and ^ ^ ^*''- ~-''~ 

miles east of New 
by means of the L 
five hours of the c 

** In visiting tl 
gxm win find a g< 
man in its proprie 
near which, at I 
opened.*' 
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CHAPTER XX. 
or THE 8EA-BA8SE, PORGEE, &C. 



Thbsi are both sea fish, and abound in immense qoantitiet 
in the ocean outside of Sandy Hook, Nevr-York, on what are 
called the Sea-Basse and Porgee Banks. In die summer 
months, to the pent-up citizen who is obliged to stay in the 
city during the sweltering heat of July and August — ^the 
stranger who would view the beauties of one of the finest 
harbors in the world — and to the more scientific angler, who, 
after a season's fishing at the gently gliding stream, or the 
romantic mountain lake, would liko to try the more bracing 
atmosphere of the ocean — this mode of nwglmg will often 
afford a day of amusement and gratification. 

During the above-mentioned months, steamboats are pre- 
pared and fitted up for this species of fishing, and make their 
trips sometimes daily, returning, often, with w^eU-satisfied 
amateur ocean anglers, each with their string of fish.* In 
order to enliven the scene on these occasions, a band of music 

M3, immeiue quantiCiM were taken — the steam - 
;h from six to ten thouumd porgees, and a por- 
c hundred pounds. 
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is taken, and cotillion parties are made ap on the npper deck. 
A skilful harpooner sometimes makes one of the party, and 
gives excitement to the scene by striking and taking a por- 
poise. The boat touches at Coney Island, giving the passen- 
gers an opportumty of a sea bathe and a clam bake; and also 
at Fort Hamilton, allowing an opportunity to view the fortifi- 
cations of the harbor. 

In addition to this mode, schooners and sloops are char- 
tered by private pleasure parties, who spend two or three 
days on an excursion down the bay and sound, affording op- 
portunity (or ocean and inland fishing, and often return with 
an assortment of the finny tribe, consisting of perch, trout, 
rock, tautog, blue-fish, flounders, cod-fish, sea-basse, and por- 
gees, enough to stock a small-sized fish market. 

The proprietors of the steamboats endeavor to acconmio- 

date the passengers with bait and tackle, and sometimes suc- 
ceed; but to insure 

of this description of s 

should be of stout fla 

in length, (generally i 

tackle stores,) with tv 

apart : those for por§ 

fish No. 3, described 

should be a stout Kir 

ways consist of both 1 

sometimes taken off 

against the side of the 

be of conmion lead, s 

(the latter size, if only 

is the only kind used, f 

at the markets, ready 

hard, add a little salt 

hook much better. \^ 

three, and even four fi 
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to be on the alert, and jetk strongly at each bite, or yoor bah 
will be taken off. The fish average from one to firar pounds 
which, together with your pound linker, makes a conaidei^ 
able weight to take in, in from ten to fifteen fiithoms water. 
The finger and hand will often become chafed and blistered, 
where mnch lock is experienced; to prevent which, the 
knowing ones provide themselves with a pair of old gloves. 
With this additional equipment, you can folly enjoy a hardy 
and active day's qport, tempered with the benefits arising 
from the bracing ocean air, and the contemplation of ths 
works of the Creator on the great deep, bo beautifiilly da- 
scribed by the poet Dana, in the following beantifiil linesx 

Tjp«ortk6lafiBite! Ilookawaj 

Over the billows, and I eaoaol staj 

My thouffbta apoo a rettinf-place, or make 

A ahore befoad my ridoa, where thaj braaki 

But on my apirit ttretehea, till it 'a paia 

To think ; then recta, and then pvta forth afnia. 

Thoo boldftt me hy a apell ; and on thj beaek 

I feel all aonl t and thoughts vnmeaaorod reach 

Par bMsk beyond aU data. •••••• 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

OP SOHS OF THE OTHER INHABITANTS OF THE 
WATERS. 



In the foregoing articlea on the different fishes, it has been 
the object, as &r as possible, to give necessary information 
of aU angle fishes, and the modes of taking them. In fiir- 
therance of this design, many more pages have been occupied 
than was originally intended ; but soch a variety of fishes is 
offered by the natare and extent of oar country, that it has 
seemed almost impossible, without wading thus &r, to do 
justice to our sulgect For the further benefit of the reader, 
we will venture briefly to refer to some others of the finny 
tribe. 

THE EEL. 

This serpentine looking anima 
and is found in almost all fresh a 
circumvent the globe. In ancient t 
and at the present, although looket 
snake tribe, is considered, by the 
forming a very savory dish. Tl 
water, are sometimes taken of a ve 
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taken, on leoord, was caught in one of the bays in Long Isl- 
and, and weighed sixteen and a half pounds. They also, in 
some instances, grow very large in fresh water streams, and 
have been taken from seven to ten pounds weight They 
are not game, but occasion the angler much trouble wherever 
he drops his line, by sucking off his bait or insisting upon 
being hooked ; when, with all care, the most experienced 
sportsman seldom escapes without great derangement of 
tackle. When sought after, he is taken (we say taken, be- 
cause no difficulty is ever experienced where he is) with any 
kind of tackle and any bait. The most conmion mode, how- 
ever, with those who make a practice of taking him, is with 
a common drop-line, and a small black-fish or eel hook. No. 
8 or 9. 

A singular and beautiful description of the eel, if any 
beauty can be attached to the tribe, is found in some of our 
fresh water streams, called the lamprey or seven-eyed eeL 

HE CHUB. 

iind, according to Smith, in some 
[assachusetts. " It is taken with 
gle-toorm. In winter it may be 
baiting with cheese and Venice 

back of a dusky green, the sides 
f the pectoral fins yellowish, and 
iiged with red. This fish seems 
igler therefore, in fixing himself 
)me deep hole, where the chub 
jecting long roots of trees, \a ob- 
ly, or he will frighten it away.'* 
Passaic river, N. J., Otsego lake, 
ber parts of New-York and Ponn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PERCH. 



THE CHUB 



THE EEL. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TBI :;nLL-BKAD, 8UCKIB, *0. 



S19 



tylvania. Their length is not nsnally ovor ten inches, and the 
common size about six. In England and Germany they are 
sometimes taken wei^iing eight pounds. They may be taken 
with the same degree of caution, and with the same kind of 
tools as those used fi>r trout. They are attracted also by 
similar bait : in the spring they will take the worm, and later 
in the season, the grasshopper, and the natural and artificial 
fly, of every description. In the fall they are again taken at 
the bottom, in the deep holes, with the worm, cheese, or 
bread-paste, salmon roe, &c. They yield considerable sport, 
and are worth the angler's toil, often being taken and placed 
as an edible on the table — they are not bad to take with the 
knife and fork. 

OF THE BULL-HEAD AND SUCKER. 

These are fish usually found in the same ponds and streams 
with perch and pickerel. They are sought after more as an 
object of sport, among the boys, than as forming an article 
of food, although they are sometimes cooked for the table. 
The sucker is also speared in large quantities by torch light. 

OF THE BREAM, ROACH, DACE, BLEAK, AND 
GUDGEON. 

These are all described by Smith 
of the Eastern States. They are qu 
good and nutritious food. They m 
caution, with trout and perch tackl 
do not afibrd much sport. They gr 
land and Scotond, and find favor as 
works and among English anglers. 

OF THE HERB 

A species of fish called herring, i 
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some of the fresh water streams of New-Jersey and Delaware 
In the latter state, they are very shy, take the fly, and reqaire 
lung rods and fine tackle, similar to that used for trout In 
the vicinity of Baltimore they fish fine and &r off, and with 
rods from 20 to 25 feet long, the sportsman experiencing as 
much pleasure in the capture, as in the taking basse, trout or 
salmon. In this vicinity they are called &ll-fish. 

A fish similar in appearance to the herring, and called by 
the same name, is taken in the bay of New-York, ofi' Fort 
La&yette. They jump readily at a white, red, or iancy- 
colored fly, and afford capital sport 

OF THE WHITE-FISH. 

This denomination of the finny tribe is taken generally in 
nets, and sometimes by the basse and salmon angler, in many 
of the lakes in the western part of the state of New-York, and 
affords good sport. As a table fish, it has the highest enco- 
miums from all sorts of people : it is spoken of as the church' 
steeple top ofperfecHoUt superior to the salmon or trout, or 
any other fish that breathes and swims. Those who have en- 
joyed a dish of white-fish, will allow him to be second to none. 

OF THE CAT-FISH. 
This is the common fish of the western waters, and is 
taken by western sportsmen, by squid and fly trolling, and 
affords capital amusement They take their name from 
the noise they make, similar to the purring of a cat, very &- 
miliar to those who have frequented the west They are 
also angled for with a stout drop-line, and tackle similar to 
that described for the sheepshead. They are fine table fish. 

We might go on aJ infiniium in our list of the fishes of 
America, but we trust that we have described those which 
generally give most delight to the angler, and must here 
fasten our line. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 



Wk cannot omit inserting the following elegant and appro- 
priate defence of our art, from the aspersions cast upon it hj 
a great man, by a mild and enthosiastic amateur, who occa- 
tioiially seeks enjoyment, from the cares and vexations of 
bosiness, in more pleasant pursuits. 

** The great and learned Dr. Johnson satirically described 
angling thus : * A stick and a string, with a worm at one end 
and a fool at the other.* Dr. Johnson never sat in a boat, 
surrounded by a beautiful landscape, playing a basse of three, 
four, or five pounds ; nor stood on the green bank, contend- 
ing with a trout of like weigh* • '*"- ''*^'*^ — » '^-'^ 
one hundred feet astern of hi 
or he would never have peni 
satire. There is no recreati 
emit the body and mind of 
Breaking away from his coni 
counting-house, office, or woi 
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the angler rallies forth to the rirer, the bay, or some more 
distant water ; and there, amid the most beautiM scenery 
of nature, plies his art The absence from the scene of tofl 
and care, for a short season; the breathing the fresh and 
healthful air of the coimtry ; the transit to and from the place 
of amusement, and the exciting and delightful exercise of the 
art ; all combine to give this recreation a high place in my 
estimation — and as a christian, I certainly say, that in some 
of my solitary rambles, or boat excursions, with my rod, I 
have been fiivored with most devout and grateful emotions 
of the heart, in contemplating the beauties of creation; and 
looking up from the works of my Maker around me, to Him 
who made them all, my meditations on the Divine goodness 
and grace have been most sweet. In these sentiments I folly 
accord with the pious old angler, Isaac Walton, who expresses 
them also in his ancient and noble work on angling/' 

Finally, and to conclude, although our art has been lightly 
spoken of by a few learned and well meaning men, who cer- 
tainly never could have experienced any of its pleasures, it 
has ^e sanction of the great and learned of all ages and of all 
countries, where the mild and effulgent rays of the sun ad- 
mit of the growth to perfection and beauty, of the inhabitants 
of the chrystal waters ; and although we respect the learning 
and talent of those who we know never bad the least idea of 
the science necessary to some of the modes adopted; yet when 
we examine the Book of Books, and find in the Book of Job, 
and in parts of the New Testament, references direcdy made 
to drawing out fish with a hook ;* when we look at it as in- 
ducing to the contemplation of the works of the Creator, and 
1 — j:««, «««« <**»«» nafni^ up to uaturo's God ; when we see, 
ninister of religion, the philosopher, 



Leviathan with a hook, or his tongue with 
I / Canst thou put a hook into his nose!" 
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the Btatesnum, and the poet, however officially engaged, de 
lighting in a few hours' daily recreation in the art, and speek 
ing and writing enthcunastically in its favor, finding 

** Tongues in trees, books in the ninniaf brooks, 
Sermons in stones; 

we think the objectors might as well have tried to hold a 
whale with the thread of a spider's web as to have caused any 
human being to abandon a recreation at once so delightful, 
amusing, and beneficial, by their aspersions ; and where the 
light and airy nothingness of ridicule has caused a doubt in 
the mind of one of its followers, the silken line of praise has 
caused thousands to pursue and defend it. 

Let all, then, who belong to the fraternity, having the 
great, the learned and the good for their example, follow in 
the footsteps of their illustrious predecessors ; and that they 
may ei\joy many a day of delightful pleasure and happiness, 
coupled with holy and contemplative feeling, binding them 
by the cord of friendship to their fellow men ; and that 

'* Their Unu may always fUl ii 

is the sincere wish of an ardent adi 
As the peruser of the foregoing 
come too ardent in his admiration 
we close by inserting one more e£ 
angling, which, from the dangers 
practice, will no doubt deter him fi 

TO A FISH OF THE 

Why ilyest thou away wit 

Trast me, there's nought < 

I have no wicked hooke 
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An eovwed with a martiiif bdto, 
JUail to tempt thee to thy fhte, 
And dragfe thee ttom the brooko. 

kannleM tenaat of the flood, 

1 do BOC wish to ipill thj bloodf 
For Nature nnto thee 

Perehance hai firen a tender wflhf 
Aad ehildron dear, to eharme thy lUh^ 
la ehe hath done to me. 

Enjojr thj etreame, O harmleae flahi 
Aad when an Angler, for hie dieh, 

Through Glottoney's rile eiB 
Attempts— a wretch— to poll thee Mrt, 
€od giro thee strength, O gentle Trent, 

To poll the rascall In / Ds. WoLOOVf 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND PART. 



Thb same want of complete and precise infonnation in 
regard to a perfect knowledge of the Sahes of the United 
Stales that ezisted at the time of the iasiie of the first edition, 
ezisis, with hardly an exception, at the present moment The 
completion of the " Natural History of the State of New 
YonT has added one link to the chain of information on the 
Bubjeot of natural science, which will one day extend aroond 
and oind together a mass of useful information, of vast import- 
ance to future generations. Professor Holbrook, of Charleston, 
is now engaged on a work on the Ichthyology of South 
Carolina, Greorgia, and Florida, which promises to be one of 
the most complete and beautiful works of the kind ever issued. 
Would iliat other states, or scientific individuals, might follow 
m the lootBTeps oi their illustrious predecessors ! and that the 
tenants of the waters, as well as those of the air, had their 
Wilson or Audubon. 

The remarks of tne celebrated and learned Dewitt Clinton 
are as applicable to the subject now as at the time they were 
written: "The energies of the country 
directed to the accumulation of wealth than 1 
knowledge. But let us fervently hope, thai 
so energetic, is satiated in its present pursuj 
■ablime sources of gratification." 

•Tb sUhflr India sae the merchant fly^ 
Beared at the spectre of pale povertyl 
See blm, with pains of body, paaga otto 
Bum through the tropic, freeze beneath 
Wilt thou do nothing for a noble end, 
Nothing to make pbOoeophy thy friend 1 
▲ 
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Bat the temple of fame k yet open, and the name of the 
first ichthyologiat of America Is yet to be mscribed.* As 
was to be expected of a firat attempt, the fonner editions 
oontained many errors, but none of particular importance 
to the angler. It has been the object of the present edi- 
tion to revise and correct, and also to add such further 
information as would be found useful, instructiYe, and interest- 
ing. The author returns his sincere thanks to his numerous 
friends who, with the true liberality of gentlemen and sports- 
men, have kindly aided him in this undertaking. The writer 
considers that his situation, in the midst of the piscatorial 
world, is one that afibrds the beet possible opportunity for 
collecting practical intelligence of interest to the angling 
sportsman; and since he has become known to some ex- 
tent among his Waltonian fiiends throughout the country, 
concludes to subscribe his name, and solicit from those inte- 
rested, such information as will be of value " to aU true men 
who love quiet, and go an angling." 

In conclusion. Gratefully appreciating the proof of appro- 
bation given him by the success attending the first two editions 
of this work, and asking further indulgence for imperfections 
and omissions (for to authorship he makes no pretensions), 
this volume Is respectfully submitted to the anglers of the 
United States, by their fellow angler, 

JOHN J. BROWN. 



Oermaa aataiaUst, it bow engaged 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE FISH AND FISHINO 

OF THS 

UNITED STATES. 



CHAPTER I. 

•^ I lore the tebbling brook, the placid lake, 
Where ipotted troat and pike their pastime take; 
I knre tho rocky ihove, the nuhinf ftveam. 
Where lordly talmon leap, in sanllght ^eam ; 
The itately river, the expansive bay, 
Where striped basse and silver sqneteafoe play ; 
The ocean's distant roar, the bounding wave, 
Where mossten daily bask and dolphins lave ; 

These! these! I'~ — -i^~-#< — u 

Truant I stray, te 
These! these! I 
For aU the gold U 

Anblers of the we0 
would have said, are ** 
in a land of many wa 
your peans of praise, pi 
good, when yon consi 
anglers of the United S 
of the globe for pleasv 
an anxious step and a '. 

** Land of the 1 

iHiti tf fi ftd that no coon 
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q>oitmg advantages of your own ; for it would ooeupy an 
ordinary lifetime, were a man, with angling implements, 
merely to explore the waters and make acquaintance with 
every variety offish that has ** a local habitation and a name" 
within its extended boundaries. 

As the state of natural science in regard to the history and 
habits of our fishes is in its in£uicy, so also are the contrivances 
and arts employed in taking them, yet rude and undeveloped. 
But we are rapidly increasing our knowledge and refining our 
methods ; as we mtut do when pleasure, and not profit, is the 
object of our pursoit, and the fish, constantly sought, become 
wary, and yield only to the utmost address of the angler. 

Much certainly might here be said of the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary game fish inhabiting the waters of both hemi- 
spheres, which have long furnished themes to cultivated anglers 
and practical studies of the art But much especially deserves 
to be said of the finny inhabitants of our own bright streams, 
which are unhappily unknown to our brotherhood in the old 
world. Who that ever took a striped basse or squeteague 
of five or ten pounds weight can ever forget the pleasur- 
able excitement and ecstasy of the moment; or what man, 
worthy the name, whose fortune has been cast among the 
northern lakes, can fail, even in his dreams, to remember the 
intense em'oyment that thrilled his soul and senses as he trium- 
phantly drew firom its pellucid waters, after a long skinni»h 
and a doubtful struggle, a three foot trout or a large black 
basse 7 Who, too, that has made one of a party in the briny 
bay, and captured a mess of lively baib, or the noble sheeps- 
head, after a vigorous contest and a beautiful play with rod 
and reel, wonders at the enthusiasm of the American angler, 
ided by such opportunities of enjoyment? The salmon, 
ut, and the pike are almost the only game fish of Europe. 
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**TlMir plonteons stieani a Tarlovs nee nipply : 
The bright eyed perch, with fins of Tyriaa dye, 
The silver eel, in shininf volumes ndled. 
The yellow earp, in scales bedn>pped with gold. 
Swill trcmts, diversified with erlmsoa stains, 
And pikes, the tyrants of the watery plains,** 

bat we have, in addition, almost innnmerable objects of sport. 
For the lover of the breezy ocean there is the invigorating 
pastime of trolling for bine fish, or of drawing from its 
populous depths the valued sea basse, porgie, and tautog. In 
oor larger rivers and lakes abound the mighty muskellunge, 
or ponderous cat-fish, and bufialo ; and last, though not least, 
is the never-to-be-forgotten red-fish, which tenants the bays 
and mouths of our southern rivers. Happy and grateful then 
should our angler be that his lot is cast in such a land ! 

Surrounded by such abundance and variety of "finny 
attractions," is it wonderful that the angler falls into ecstasies, 
expatiating on his favorite subject ? But we would moderate 
any pride of superiority we indulge in over our transatlantic 
brethren in respect to the quantity and quality of our game, by 
reasoning with oureelves and inquiring. Are our advantages to 
last, can they always be? Tou who have trod the mossy 
bank in pursuit of trout, and warred against the swift current 
when the striped basse was the object of your sport, will 
answer emphatically no. Tou are painfully assured that the 
well known haunts wherein in happy boyhood you took many 
a "silver side," are deserted, and the overarching banks of your 
favorite streams conceal your spotted fiiends no longer. Tou 
know that at your basse grounds you take few and still fewer 
fish, and that some of your former places are now never 

Tisited by the sought for ( ^* ''" *^ * *"-* 

of the old anglers that 1 
It is much more difficult t 
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many after them ; in short, that " times are not as they med to 
be/' and so also says the gunner of his favorite sort of game. 
Now, what are the causes of this scarcity and disappearance ; 
what the preyentivee and the remedy therefor 1 

The causes are easily seen, and almost as easily remedied, if 
those interested in the preeenration of onr game would uniie 
their eflR)rt8 to do so. The haunts of our favorite fish ire 
netted by mercenary fishermen, who, in season or out of 
season, take large and small (for all is fish that comes to their 
net) to the nearest city, where they get extravagant pricee for 
their unhallowed spoil. And this resurrectioniBm, for it is 
little better, is practised nightly* in our midst. Another reason 
is the indiscriminate taking of fish at spawning time by boys 
and (what is worse) ignorant men, and also by market fisher- 
men, who take them in great numbers fit)m their icy retreat 
and spawning grounds in tide waters. Add to this the wanton 
waste of fish by many who call themselves anglers, who 
(angling not for the pleasure of fishing, but to see how many 
they can take) leave them to gasp and die by the stream side, 

— J — 1 jg enough for the depopulation of all the 

Trout has almost become extinct in those 
, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and many 
that are adjacent to the principal cities 
ibundant only in the le^ populated and 
id even there are fiist decreasing, owing 

le remedies t The rod sportsman has 

ver the gunner. Birds fly high, are as 

> those that pursue them ; *• they can be 

the country that has arrived at the age 

hefe angton mocli fteqaent are cared for In the 
night la the time to cover their dark deedk 
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of twelve yean k a good ahot, and can bag his game, in 
eeaaon or out, by getting oat of hear-ahot distance ; and no 
obstacles can be interposed to this general and indiscriminate 
slaughter, except the enforcement of rigid laws, and the seyere 
discountenance of public opinion. 

But the lover of the finny race can protect his game with more 
certainty. Although the inhabitant of the crystal water can 
often be seen, there is no certainty of taking him, except it be 
with net or spear, and this can be provented. A gentleman 
who had a fine pond, stocked with golden carp, was asked by 
a dealer in fish for the privilege of taking some fish from his 
pond. The gentleman, having been in a former instance im- 
posed upon by the hiquirer, answered, that he might come and 
take as many as he pleased; but immediately he set his 
men to work, and planted stakes throughout the pond. Much 
time was spent in the purchase and preparation of nets, at 
considerable expense ; the nettera went, but returned with torn 
nets and no fish, and a flea in their ear. A word to the wise 
is sufficient. 

Were a few anglers in the vicinity of water netted by 
poachers to club together to protect it, and see that the ground 
was properly staked, the ponds and streams could in a measure 
be preaenred from the depredations of snch barbarians. Draw- 
nets and seines are the most ii\jurious ; gill-nets and fykes 
cannot be used with much efiect without being visible, and 
can be watched by the vigilant angle 

In regard, then, to the protection o 
interest with the fowler ; and as th< 
fish and fowl, and many epicures aim 



Who love a dish 
Ofblrdaorflsh, 

concert oi action among them cou] 
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Strong laws against taking or Tending game oat of season, 
strictly enforced by the rigorous prosecution of all ofiendere, 
would check, if not stop the growing evil. 

To this end sporting clubs should be formed in the difierent 
cities, towns, and districts of country, which might be bene- 
fited by such laws ; and vigilance committees formed to cor- 
respond with and visit the sporting grounds, and see that every 
violation of the statutes is thoroughly dealt with. By such a 
course of procedure our game grounds could be preserved, 
our pleasures greatly increased, and a stock of nature's " best 
gift, our ever new delight," preserved to future generations. 
We can do more. Where ponds and streams have ceased to be 
tenanted by the favorite trout, transportation and propagation 
can be carried on privately, at little expense, and the fish left 
to remain many years with safety and success. Then the 
streams we once loved may be made lively and joyous as in 
the davfl of our vonth. There appears to be only one descrip- 
ined to lose, and that is the king of 
majority of our rivers being large 
nds of navigation, including that 
the steamboat, we shall eventually 
is royal visitor. He cannot be do- 
i instinct leads him. Other descrip- 
in our keeping ; and it behoves us, 
\ngler9, to propagate and preserve 
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• r TBI SXD riSB, OS SrOTTBD BJLSSB. 
OvrWM Oe«tfal4b— DbKat. 



This fish is an inhabitant of our more southern waters, being 
found in great abundance on the Atlantic coast, in most of the 
bays that set in south of Cape Hatteras, although he occasion- 
ally, in limited numbers, rores as far north as New York. 
He is, however, more of an object of sport in the southern 
bays, and is taken in the northern part of the Gulf of Mexico, 
in Lake Borgne, at Pascagoula, Pass Christian, Bay of Biloxi, 
Mobile, Pensacola, and Apalachicola bays. At the south he 
is called the Red Fish {PoUwn Bouge), and further north, at 
Charleston, the Basse, or Spotted Basse. He Taries in size 
from one to four feet. When first taken from the water he is 
of a beautiful sUver color, but after a little exposure becomes 
dark and clouded along the back, like many others of his 
species. In death he changes his color to rainbow hues. 
Beyond the caudal fin and near the tail he has a very singular 
and peculiar black or brown spot, b"*^^-^ '"'♦** «ri»it^ a 
single spot looks, at first sight, ratt 
would be apt to suppose it the work of 
late Dr. Mitchell says, '* it resembles tl 
iron, which has given rise to the na 
They are often taken having two, thre< 
strange looking spots clustered togethe 

In the vicinity of Charleston he com 
in the early part of March, and is < 
season, until mid winter, at which tim* 
•ize than at his early coming. Along 
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at New Orleans and Mobile, he fleems to be always on hand, 
and furnishes food for the table all the year round. He runs in 
shallow water, similar to the striped basse, and is taken mostly 
with the hand line with a small sized cod hook, baited with 
shrimps or pieces of mullet He is a strong, powerful, and bold 
bitmg fish, and, with the rod and reel, affords as much plea- 
sure in his capture as any of the tribe. 

A friend relates that whilst fishing near the South Pass, Mis- 
sissippi River, being tired and inclined to snooze, he wound his 
line around his wrist, and resigned himself to the «irms of Mor- 
pheus ; but before his nap was half out was suddenly awakened 
by a tug at his line, and before he could recover himself was 
pulled overboard by the extreme strength and vigor of this game 
fish. 

He is held tn hij^ estimation as an article of food, and is 
well worth the angler's toil and patience. The rod and reel 
angler may fish for him in the same manner as directed for 
striped basse or weak fish, using oZtooy*, to insure success, 
twisted gut leaders, and No. 00 Limerick, or Eurby hooks. 
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Tfloti who prefer the more active and imrigorating practice 
of our maoh admired art, will find trolling for thia beautiful game 
fish aa exciting a recreation as any that comes within the angler's 
leaeh. It has two advantages over the ordinary bridge and boat 
fishing (always allowing that the angler knows his ground 
w«ll) ; one is, that, as in the scientific punoit of trout, his scene 
18 more changeful and varied, being relieved firom the sometimes 
tedious and monotonous stillness; and the other is, that the 
game is more likely to be attracted by his bait, from the more 
continual change of position, than it could be by the usual 
mode of casting and drawing from the boat's side, bridge's 
height, or projecting bank. 

At Harlem river and Hurlgate,* near New York, they are taken 

* Perhapt it wera better to give thli plaee its oflfliwl and more appro 
prUte appellation of Hellfate. No angler should attempt to Iteh there 
nnloM with an experieneed hand who knows the ground ; for nnmflled 
and Inviting as this tkvorlte spot appears at slack water. less than an how 
may eliange it flrom the gentleness of tlie lamb to the mglng of the Uoii, 
and before he be aware of it he- may be hnried into the Pot, among the 
Hen and Chickens, on the Hog*s Back, ^Ting-pan, or Oridlroa. Wash- 
ington Irving, In his celebrated History of New York, says :— 

*'This Is a narrow strait in the Sound, at the distance of six mllea 
above New York. It la dangero 
skllAil pilots, by reason of nni 
These have received sundry ap| 
pan, Hog*8 Back, Pot, dec. Cert 
consciences, who are loath to gl 
above eharaeterlstle naane Into 1 
how they vantnw Into the OaU 
before they aie awaie of it.** 
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of from three to fifty pounds weight, with a natural squid or 
eel for bait The Hue most proper to be used is a stout flax or 
cotton line, twenty-eight fiithoms long and about one-eighth 
of an inch thick, the size of an ordinary cod line. The angler, 
to troll properly, should have a portable seat (which should be 
placed across the stem of the boat), and sit with hie back to the 
person propelling him along. The boat should be rowed gently, 
and with the least possible noise, with muffled row-locks. 

The size of the hook is about the same as that used in taking 
the ordinary cod. But how to put on the squid — by the way, 
brother angler, did you ever see a squid 7 If you have not, yon 
will find a pretty good portrait of him at the bottom of page 
239 ; but should you see him in his living person, you will 
never forget him. He is the most singular, odd-looking cus- 
tomer that has its residence beneath tide water. His lize varies 
from four to ten inches in length. 

" Oadfeoai in rivers, dnfonet in weeds. 
Squid *mid8t the rocks, In open water feeds.** 

He k not known to bite at anything, but is as good a morsel 
for a hungry basse as a roast turkey for us of the fraternity at a 
Thanksgiving dinner ; and is as hard to be passed by the nimble 
basse as would be a gin palace by a regular toper. 

To attach him to the hook, procure a stout needle and a good 
length of linen thread. This tie to the end of your hook's 
length, which indispensable to your success, should have been 
fastened with a strong winding of waxed thread to a piece of 
cord of the same thickness as your Hue, and twelve inches in 
length. Take off that calico q>otted uniform that he wean, 
and leave him pure and white as the mountain snow. Divest 
him of that singular-looking transparent article called his back 
bone ; now take your needle, with thread and hook attached, 
enter the needle at the opening of the neck from which yon 
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took his pellaoid spine ; draw the hook so far through, that the 
point of the hook will pass through near his eye ; enter it 
there, cut off your thread, and commence at the tail by sewing 
him firmly around the projecting part of the hook, and con- 
tinue to stitch him nicely and firmly all the way down to his 
neck, where you may, after a few turns firmly secured, clip off 
your thread and consider him fixed for his &te. 

There are very few persons that attempt this mode of fishing 
Lewis Rogers and John Hilliker, who keep public-houses near 
the places mentioned, have taken some very large fish of late 
years, weighing in some instances as high as sixty pounds. The 
best time for taking them is in the months of October and 
November. 

Another method of trolling practised is, with the usual basse 
tackle, with rod and reel, and with spearing, killy, or minnow 
for bait The latter method is adopted in trolling in the Tarious 
creeks that run into the Hudson Riyer. In these places they 
are taken firom one to ten pounds weight both in the spring and 
autumn ; but the best time is in the month of October. 
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Tms appean to be a different speoiea from that known ai 
the common Lake Trout, Sabno Coi\fini9, Dekay, It is 
desoiibed in the New York Fauna as follows : 

** Color » — Dark or dusky grey above ; chin, throat, and belly 
light aah grey or cream color ; the back and sides sprinkled 
with numerous irregular lighter grey or brown, or soiled white . 
spots, which do not, however, as in the preceding species (Lake 
Trout), rise upon the fins ; ventrals and pectorals slightly yel- 
lowish ; iridee yellow ; the teeth, gums, and roof of the mouth 
with a bright purple tinge ; length, two to five feet." 

« rfiu: ,c — * * — ♦ -rhich is the largest hitherto known 

the great lakes lying between the 
} Ocean, is exceedingly voracious, 
in its reach, and, according to Dr. 
e weight of 120 pounds. It is a 
the Canadian voyageurs, who fie- 
is reddish. Like the Salmo Con- 
the deepest parts of the lake, and 
I in October to qwwn, when the 
It. Lake Huron appears to be it^ 
considerable number, although a 
D Lake Erie, along the shores of 
r York." This kind is much supe- 
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>od ; and by good judges of good 
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Thdy aie moatly taken with gill nets and set lines in deep water. 
The lines used are as large as the largest sized cod lines, and the 
honks, which are generally made by the blacksmiths in the 
▼icinity of the lakes, are equal in size to the biggest cod hooks. 
The bait is, pieces of the lake herring, or of the white fish. 
When the lines are taken up, if the fish are large, they are lifted 
into the boat with a large strong gaff. The most pleasant and 
ecciting mode of capture for the angler is that of trolling 
with stout line and hooks, as before described,* and a piece of 
pork attached, or the spoon bait, or brass revolving hook. The 
best places for this kind of sport are in Lakes Huron, Superior, 
and the Straits of Mackinaw. He affords amusement and 
exciting exercise to the inhabitants near the lakes, and bites 
equally as sharp at the baited hook as Jack Frost does at the 
exposed features of the fisherman. 

A friend at Detroit sajrs : — 

** During the winter, trout are taken in great numbers through 
the ice, in Green Bay ; and the markets of Chicago, Galena, 
and many of the interior towns of Wisconsin are thus supplied. 
The bait (herring) are caught with small gill nets sunk through 
the ice. A hole is then cut over twenty-five or thirty fathom 
water, and the line, which is kept in motion, prevents the hole 
from freezing. When a fisherman has a bite, and strikes the 
fish, he throws the line over his shoulder and runs off, drawing 
the fish rapidly up to the hole and out upon the ice, where it is 
left to fineze. In this manner trout are taken in large quanti- 
ties, and transported in a frozen state to the towns above named. 
Hundreds of barrels of them are salted and sold in the spring." 

At Peseco Lake, Lake Louis, and Lake Pleasant, in 
Hamilton County, N. Y., and other northern lakes, much sport 
ii had by boat trolling with the rod and reel, and parties are 
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They are mostly taken with gill nets and set lines in deep water. 
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with stout line and hooks, as before described,* and a piece of 
pork attached, or the spoon bait, or brass revolving hook. The 
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the ice. A hole is then out over twenty-five or thirty fathom 
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ties, and transported in a frozen state to the towns above named. 
Hundreds of barrels of them are salted and sold in the spring.'' 

At Peseco Lake, Lake Louis, and Lake Pleasant, in 
Hamilton County, N. Y., and other northern lakes, much sport 
ii had by boat trolling with the rod and reel, and parties are 
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made up from the cities of New York, Albany, Troy, Roches- 
ter, and places in the vicinity of the lakes, for a two-weeks* 
tour in that beautiful wilderness of exuberant nature. A visit 
to that lonely q}orting region will richly repay the money and 
time spent * in sweet communion with nature* by a store of 
health and contentment exchanged for the worn frame and hag- 
gard countenance caused by excessiye city confinement. 

The rod proper for this description of trolling is the same 
as that used for striped baase, only it should have a hollow butt 
and extra top, so that should you be so unfortunate as to break 
a top, you can easily replace it with another. Some use two 
rods at one time ; but it requires a skilful and experienced troller 
to manage two, as the lines are apt to become entangled. To 
succeed well, you must have an experienced oarsman, who has 
been in the habit of trolling, and can row you gently and quietly 
about the lake. They have a mode of rigging hooks to the 
shiner or minnow a little different from the usual Waltonian 
method, and that recommended by Hofland, at page 87 ; it is 
called a train of hooks. These trains of hooks are made on a 
stout strand of single gut in the following manner. Take the 
largest and roundest piece of gut that you can procure ; tie two 
No. 5 Limerick salmon (or No. 1 trout, or smaller, according to 
the size of the bait you expect to use) hooks to the end of it 
for tail hookn ; about an inch further up place two others of 
the same size for back fin hooks ; and about one and a half 
inches frirther up one more, for a lip hook ; apply these hooks 
to your shiner in their regular order, fastening them through the 
toughest part of your bait, and attach them to your leader, and you 
are ready for your game. The lip hook can be atuched with 
a small loop so as to slide and accommodate it^f to various 
sized baits. Some prefer more hooks to their train, and put 
three at the tail and two at the mouth, making seven hooks in 
all ; others prefer to use one large Umeiick hook, say No. 1 or 
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0, salmon, after the Waltonian method, deBcrihed on page 88 ; 
this latter method is more simple in construction, bat not con- 
sidered as sure as the train of hooks. Your leader should be 
of the best double or twisted gut, from three to four ieet in 
length, and should you wish to use the fly (which is often done), 
it should be from two to three yards in length. For fly fishing 
use one or two large gaudy salmon flies, made on No. 3 or 
4 salmon hooks, at a sufHcient distance apart, to prevent their 
interfering with each other or the shiner. With your minnow 
and fly train you may take a speckled brook trout and a lake trout 
at the same time, of such proportions as will require your utmost 
skill in bringing them to your boat. A uecessary article on such 
an excursion is a good sized gafi* for securing your lake trout ; 
your brook trout may be handled more carefully. When you 
ieel a bite, lower the point of your rod so as to give your fish 
a chance to take the bait fiirther in his mouth, and to place 
yourself and rod in such a position as to give your game play 
in case he needs it. Should the fish you seek run in deep 
water, place a light swivel sinker on your line before your 
leader. In all cases of trolling, use one or two swivels to 
allow free spinning of your minnow and prevent your tackle 
from entangling. 

A curious way of taking lake trout, prac 

ants living near the lakes, is to sink in sc 
a large piece of bark attached to a pole, c 
thirty feet in length, to which heavy weigh 
is called an anchor, and is regularly baiter 
a week, with small fish. A number of am 
this manner in difierent parts of the lake. '. 
for several weeks, until it is thought that 
got into the habit of resorting to them. A 
tie his skifi*to the end of the pole, and co: 
a common drop line^ using a very large, e 
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book, called the lake hook. This method is called fiahing at 
anchor. 

New Yorkers who would visit the sporting lakes of Hamil- 
ton Countf, will reach them most speedily and economically 
by leaving the city by the Monday nighf s boat for Albany, and 
taking the cars for the west at 7 o'clock next morning. At 
about 10 you reach Amsterdam, where you take the stage for 
Northville. Here stay till morning, when the regular mail 
conveyance, which leaves but once a week, carries you to Lake 
Pleasant, the first of the series. 

Salmon trout are there taken as the ice breaks up, and even 
in winter through the ice. But if you value comfort, and have 
no fancy for the keen air of those elevated regions (where the 
season is two months later than on Long Island), the four 
weeks firom and after the middle of May are infinitely prefer- 
able, even if you regard the quantity «nd quality of the fish. 
The speckled brook trout do not bite until the end of May. 
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BA8SX risHiire ox the shores of long island. 

Kindly flmilshed for thii edition by T. D. Lowther, Esq. 



On the south-east shore of Long Island, daring the fall 
months, Basse are taken in considerable numbers. About the 
middle of August, fish of from four to ten pounds begin to make 
along the coast between Montauk Point and Fire Island, and 
enter the Inlets, where they are generally taken upon the bar, 
or just beyond the surf, either by trolling, or by '< heaving and 
hawling^ from the shore. The latter is a favorite mode of 
fishing, but rather laborious, requiring both physical strength 
and practical skill. The squid for this purpose should be of 
block tin, full six ounces weight, with large hook (no kirb), 
size, number one Cod. This attached to a cotton line, full 
twenty fiithoms long, r~*^""^ ' ' ' " * " 

around the head until ii 
tum, when it is cast, i 
breakeiSy carrying aftei 
the left hand. The 1 
hauled swiftly to shor 
surface, and imitate th 
tank, they wind aroum 
from the belly of the hi 
tail-skin of an eel. B 
thing. I have seen talf 
at a rag. 

As you will need i 
broken and lost in the 
_ FiBheraien have thee 
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your sucoeaB will depend much more on the reach of your cut, 
than on the sort of squid you employ. 

In the like manner and place, but earlier in the season, Blua 
fish are sometimes taken in large numbers, and afford to te 
" lucky ones/' for a few brief minutes, an exciting eport of tbs 
tallest kind. The capture of " Mackerel"* from the shore 
presents to even the most passive observer, a most animating 
spectacle. When Blue fish are announced as in sight, all who 
can, hurry to the beach and take stands upon some elevation 
of rock or platform, with coats off and lines ready, eager to 
receive them. Hovering over the approaching school career 
clouds of Gulls, screaming, diving, and eddying around the 
wounded Menhaden and fragments of fish that escape from the 
jaws of their pursuers. Nearer they come, their green backi 
darkening the broken water, and the still water within begins 
to ripple and sparkle and foam, till the sea is alive with fish, 
crowding upon the shore. A leap, a splash — again another— 
and a hundred silver sides are glancing in the sun. A dozen 
lines whiz glistening through the air, cleaving the waters in the 
midst of the school, and a dozen fish are instantly stmck, and 
drawn hand over hand, swiftly and steadily to shore. Vigor- 
ously the fishers ply their lines with various chances of fortune, 
and so the battle rages until the mackerel, in diminished i 
bers, retire beyond the reach of their cunning enemies. 

• Tha name Ibr the Blue fish la Bofiblk Connty. 



^ 



cr^j^: 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER VI. 



THE SMXLT. 
OtaMnw Firi d e* um» , 



This beautifol, almost transparent, and prolific little fish, as 
an angle fish may be said to belong almost exclusively to 
the Bostonians, in whose vicinity it is found and caught in 
large quantities. It is supposed to derive its name from its 
peculiar smell when taken out of the water, being similar in 
■cent to the cucumber. It is called the dainty of Boston, is 
taken in large quantities by hook and net, and makes quite a 
desirable article for the palate by the addition of a frying-pan 
operation. 

" Color. — Pale olive green above the lateral line ; operclee 
and sides silvery ; obscure traces just below the lateral line, of 
a broad satin-like band, extending the whole length of the 
body ; the place of the ribs indicates unusually lustrous stripes, 
which disappear shortly after death ; upper part of the opercles, 
near the nape, dark green ; caudal dark at the base, and with 
an obscure marginal band ; dorsal caudal fins light green ; pec- 
torals, ventrals, and anal light colored, tinged faintly with 
bluish ; irides silvery ; bones of the head sub-diaphanous." — 
DeKay. 

In habits they are similar to the salmon, and are classed by 
naturalists among that species. Their average size is from six 
to nine inches in length, and are occasionally taken as long as 
twelve or thirteen inches.* They run up from the sea into 

* Narboroufh, a celebrated voyafer, Bays.— "The smelts at Monte 
Video are four and-twenty inches in length ; they are seml-araasparent, 
and are most delicious eating; they are very abundant, and may be 
caught with the hook. They are also to be taken in the Straits of 
MnellsB, tweatyHdne inches in len^h and elcht in clrcomfoence.*' 
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fresh water to spawn, in the montha of March and April, and 
return home in the month of May. They pay their retom Tiat 
for the benefit of the angler and epicure, and bite about the 
■ame time with Jack Frost, in the month of October or Norem- 
ber. In the yicinity of Boston they are caught all through ib% 
winter in immense quantities, and sent to the m a rk ets. Aa 
many as one hundred dozen of them are known to have been 
taken by one man with two lines in one day. 

The usual mode of fishing for them through the ice, is with 
a fixing consisting of a piece of brass wire, of ten or fifteen 
inches in length, passed through a small piece of lead which 
answers for a sinker ; to each end of this is attached a Lime- 
rick trout hook, about No. 2 or 3, tied to the ordinary length 
of gut, baited with shrimps, or small pieces of minnow or frog. 
This is attached to a sufficient length of cotton or flax line, and 
finally fastened to a short stick of live oak, ash, or some other 
elastic wood, which is stuck into the ice through a hole about 
eighteen to twenty-four inches in diameter. An expert hand at 
this business can attend to two or three lines of this description^ 
amuse himself by skating, and take home a sufficient quantity 
of smelts to satisfy a craving appetite sharpened by exercise^ 
* ' ' 11... loqjhere. 

easons, they are taken with 
^eption of the sinker, which 
3 strength of the tide. 
), has been known to exist a 
water, and is for this reason 
m. They have been trans- 
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ing ; as the whole pond» which ooTered about three acres, was 
so firozoQ over as to admit of skating. When the pond was 
drawn, the fisheimen considered they had never seen so fine a 
lot of smelts." 

Several years since the same experiment was tried with 
almost equal soccess at Jamaica Pond, on Long Island, with 
this exception, that although equal in flavor and quantity, they 
do not grow so large in size. 

They are taken in considerable quantities in the rivers and 
bays that irun up from the eastern coast, and also in the Passaic, 
Haokensack, and other small rivers of New Jersey, from which 
latter place the New York market is supplied during winter. 
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SrOON BAIT. 



Dear brother of the rod, iinleflB thoa wast bom, brought op* 
or been fiahing in the northern part of the State of New York, 
you must certainly wonder at the above caption as a name for 
an article to bait fish withal. Shade of departed Walton ! 
could you but imague a silver plated table-spoon attached to 
a hook to lure the finny tribe with ! thou wouldst shrink vrith 
utter dismay from the sight But there were no Yankees in 
Walton's days, and the telegraph and spoon bait were alike 
unknown. This, dear reader, is a good trolling bait for Black 
Basse, Lake Trout, Pike, and Muskellunge. 

It was first invented and used by a gentleman in the vicinity 
of Saratoga Lake for Black Basse. The idea occurred to him 
1 bite at anything bright if kept in 
>wl of an old silver plated spoon, 
me side, cut off the point, flatted the 
sized hooks in the small end, and 
ler. It worked like a chann, and he 
space of time than was ever done 
[1 the neighborhood. It has since 
les, with one, two, and three hooks, 
te or brass on the convex side, and 
best color) on the concave. They 
cklo shops in the city of New York, 
in the vicinity of the lakes. It is 
iT of boat trolling, or can be em- 
n the bank. 

it for other descriptions of either 
' made small it would answer very 
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well for the usual size pickerel,* and perch, and, much larger 
and stronger, it would answer remarkably well for blue fish, 
or any of the more ravenous of the finny tribe. 

It is difficult to tell what in earth, air, or water the spoon 
bait with its hooks and swivel looks like to the angler, much 
less what the deluded and ravenous animal thinks of it, when 
making after it with such extreme impetuosity. It would seem 
in its gyrations through the water to resemble the shape 
and motions of the frog more than anything else it could be 
likened to, and certainly goes to prove that , a moving bait is 
more likely to take fish than a still one. The practise of boat 
trolling is by far the most pleasant mode of lake fishing, 
and the spoon bait has added much to the convenience and 
economy of this branch of the angler's delight. 

This fomi would no doubt have equally as " taking a way" 
(if made larger and stronger) for the Blue Fish, Bonita, or the 
other inhabitants of the ocean's depths. It should be tried. 

* A gentlemaB Infonni me that he has tneeeeded In taking a nninber 
oTPkicBral with it ftom apoad in the northern part of the State of New 
York 
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Dear brother of the rod, unless thou wast bom, brought up* 
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could you but imagme a silver plated table-spoon attached to 
a hook to lure the finny tribe with ! thou wouldst shrink with 
utter dismay from the sight But there were no Yankees in 
Walton's days, and the telegraph and spoon bait were alike 
unknown. This, dear reader, is a good trolling bait for Black 
Basse, Lake Trout, Pike, and Muskellunge. 

It was first invented and used by a gentleman in the vicinity 
of Saratoga Lake for Black Basse. The idea occurred to him 
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well for the usual size pickerel,* and perch, and, maoh larger 
and stronger, it would answer remarkably well for blue fish, 
or any of the more ravenous of the finny tribe. 

It is difficult to tell what in earth, air, or water the spoon 
bait with its hooks and swivel looks like to the angler, much 
less what the deluded and ravenous animal thinks of it, when 
making after it with such extreme impetuosity. It would seem 
in its gyrations through the water to resemble the shape 
and motions of the frog more than anything else it could be 
likened to, and certainly goes to prove that a moving bait is 
more likely to take fish than a still one. The practise of boat 
trolling is by far the most pleasant mode of lake fishing, 
and the spoon bait has added much to the convenience and 
economy of this branch of the angler's delight. 

This form would no doubt have equally as " taking a way^ 
(if made larger and stronger) for the Blue Fish, Bonita, or the 
other inhabitants of the ocean's depths. It should be tried. 

* A gentleman Informt me that he has tneceeded In taking a number 
of Pickerel with it flrom a pond in the northern part of the State of New 
York 
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BKSOALL, 0H00E8KTT, NIBBLBK* BLT7B PBBOH, 
OB OUNNEB. 

CUnolairut CeruUiu, 



This fish, although usually a pest to the Black fish angler, is 
by some of the fraternity at Boston and New York considered 
a worthy object of sport. It is usually so small and of such 
little capability of mouth, as to be a continual vexation when 
fishing for black fish with a hook of the usual size. Its weight 
averages from 4 to 16 ounces ; but a 3-4 lb. Bergall is con- 
sidered a large fish. Its flavor by epicures, and those who 
angle for the pleasures of the table, is considered inferior to no 
fish that swims ; and there are a few, who really love angling in 
its perfection, that will occasionally, in anticipation of a rich 
repast, spend a day in the capture of these little fish with as 
much zest as they would when bagging as many woodcock, 
snipe, or quail. Its range is from the Delaware to the banks 
of Newfoundland. Of its color, De Kay says : There is scarcely 
any fish whose colors are so variable as this species. In the 
smaller individuals, the general color is blue, more or less mixed 
with brown ; and faint, dusky, transverse bars may be frequently 
In the larger ^ecimens, as in the one now before me, 
which is twelve inches long, the colors are bright and showy, 
a light orange colored tint pervading the whole body. In theee 
also, the head and opercles are of a beautifrd chocolate, mixed 
with bright blue ; the fins of a blue more or less brilliant." 

Smith in his history of the fishes of Massachusetts says : " To 
all appearance, the Perch, or Gunner, is the Tautog in minia- 
ture, and if it were black, it would be supposed the young of 
that fish." But anglers who have often taken both descriptions 
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ot the same size and weight, oonld not be deceived in this re- 

apeei. 

For a Tantog't a Uaelr fish the nnlvene loand, 

And a Ciuoer's a Conner though he weigh a fkill pound. 

No difierenee of any eonseqaenee can be seen between a 
flonall black fish and a large one, bat a wide difference between 
a Bergall and a black fish ; and to ns of the fraternity, why the 
two should be classed as relations of the same family is rather 
mysterious. 

The most soccessful mode of taking this fish is with the usual 
black fish or hand line tackle, with the exception of the hook, 
which should be a Limerick trout, of either number 2 or 3, 
attached to single gut. The eye and hand of the angler should 
be active. A moderate but steady jerk is necessary to get him 
out of his element. Those who know how he tastes after being 
well cooked, recommend the following method. 

Take this despised little animal and handle him as though he 
were a friend ; take out from his interior the parts not designed 
for food, and cut off his head, tail, and fins ; then (Eel skinning 
fashion), with a sharp pointed knife commence at the head and 
strip his skin entirely off: ^rinkle a little salt over to harden, 
not salt his flesh, and let him lie a sufficient time for that pur- 
pose. You may then broil him on the gridiron and dish him ; 
season him slightly with a little Cayenne pepper, and pour some 
spiced claret or port wine over him ; or put him in the pan and 
" do him hrown" with batter and flour, adding the seasoning 
and wine. A little celery ¥ 
the perfection of the meal, 
properly cooked either way, 
him his proper rank with the 
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BLACK FISH AHOLINO IH SUFFOLK 00. L. I. 
By T. D. L. 




EIiTHER ahore of the Sonod affords fine fishing, bat the reels 
and boulders of the north side of Long Island, especially, are 
favorite feeding grounds of the Black Fish. Off Montank on 
a calm day, after the clearing up of a southwest stonn, may 
be seen a hundred to a hundred and fifty sail of smacks, busily 
employed fishing, and they generally succeed in filling their 
wells in a tide or two, at most. But the beautiful and pic- 
turesque north shore, anywhere between Port Jefferson and 
Oyster Pond Point, affords the true angler the best sport, be- 
cause thereabouts fish are neither too provokingly scarce nor 
disgustingly abundant. 

Greenport, the eastern terminus of the L. I. Railroad, is most 
deservedly a favorite resort of anglers in pursuit of health and 
pleasure. Having the Peconic Bay on one side, and the Sound 
within two miles on the other, it is a convenient point of de- 
parture for bay or sea fishing, as you incline, or wind and 
weather may determine. The Sound is the preferable fishing 
ground, for it always affords sport, though very unequal. A 
party in a boat, with hand lines, and bait of soft clams, or 
" Fiddler" (as the soldier crab is called), will always take fish 
at any time, because able to follow them unto water too deep 
or too swift for successful rod fishing. But there pleasure ends 
and labor begins. One skilful angler, who, with rod and reel, 
fishes from a good rock, between half tide and high water, 
where it never exceeds three fathoms, will not only have more 
sport, but get larger and better game than any ordinary party. 




Digitized by 



Google 



SLACK FISB AirOLIKO IK SX7FF0LK 00., L. L 255 

who, unrefined and unbelieving, fish in the common inglorious 
way. For taking Black Fish, as, perhaps, for all others, the 
morning, irrespective of tide, is generally best. But in fine 
weather, when high water happens just aAer sundown, 
of a warm summer afternoon, the last hour of flood 
is worth all the rest of the day. Then the large " tide run- 
ners'' leave the cool deep water, and come in shore to feed on 
barnacles that grow against the rocks ; and then often may be 
seen, around some insulated point of rock, the " flukes" of large 
Black Fish feeding. 

'Hie average size of the fish in good localities may be from 
twenty ounces to two pounds. Five pounds is large, and such 
are not numerous, though I have caught several the same day. 
Very rarely one of ten, even twelve honest pounds, is taken. 
A steel-yard, which I always carry, is a wonderful corrector 
of the judgment ; it is a weighty sinker to the buoyant fancy, 
and often ungraciously translates the poetic quantities of the 
enthusiast into flat and scaly prose. 

As in these waters the angler may chance to strike a huge 
Dog Fiah, Fluke, or other ugly " varmint," he should be pro- 
Tided against accidents with an extra basse rod — the best kind 
for this fishing, and a dozen hollow sinkers. Hooks* from Nos. 
5 to 8 (much smaller than those usually sold with hand lines), 
should be strongly bound with a well-waxed arming to a flax 
line, double and twisted ; for stiflhess, as well as strength, is most 
desirable in a anell, to avoid entanglement. For clear, warm 
days, when the fij*h are shy, and " off" their feed," twisted gut 
is preferable. Then noiselessly approach a rock, gently drop 
your line, and let it slowly float into the eJdy, drawing it 
along the leeward side, a foot above the bottom weeds -, and 
if in five minutes a fish does not bite, or quietly draw the bait 
into his hole, be sure there is no fish there. You can often 
change your ground with advantage. The v^^s*- "~«^ —-;*♦« 
c» 
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feeds evezywhere, comes and goes with the tide. But the com- 
mon Black Fish — ^the true darkies — seem to have " local habi- 
tations." The rock that is "fished out/' though sometimes 
visited, will not soon have other finny tenants, unless you in- 
vite them by throwing overboard your ^are bait, which often 
secures you next day an hour's good fishing. 

In baiting with " Fiddler," pass the hook through the belly, 
and out at the back (careful not to divide the shell), and take 
off the large claw. If Bergalls (or ** Gunners," as they are 
called) trouble you, leave the claw on, and the crab, in self- 
defence, will nip their noses. Whenever Bergalls suddenly 
stop biting, be sure a Black fish or sea basse is near. They re- 
spect their superiors, and keep their distance. 

* A imall, flat, ttout, tharp book, with short thank, and flat head, 
(kstened by. a doable hitch to a flax line, aimed fi>r two inehet above 
the hook, by the loose end being twisted around it and knotted— smack 

one other should be 
lot, N. T., they can be 
Verbumsap. Hooks 
BweU Fish, Utenlly 
In ootton gloves, are 
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CHAPTER X. 

TBK WHXTX LAKK BASSK 
LakraxjilHdut. 

This is another species of the miiveiBal perch family, and is 
found in many of the lakes in the northern part of the State of 
New York. At Buffalo they are called the white basse. They 
do not partake of all the vigorous qualities of the black basse, 
neither do they attain to so great a size, but are, nevertheless, a 
very active game fish, and well worth the angler's patience and 
perseverance. A northern friend says: 

" The white basse of the western lakes is a very fine fish, 
and gives good sport in the taking. They resemble in shape 
the white perch of the Hudson River, but are much larger, 
weighing from one to three and a half pounds. In color they 
are a blackish white on the back, and white on the sides and 
belly, with a few dark, parallel, narrow streaks along the sides. 
The live minnow is an excellent bait for them, but should be 
of smaller size than for their black brethren, as they are not so 
well provided for, in the way of gape. They are a shy fish, 
and very lively on the hook. Their season corresponds with 
that for taking the black basse. They run in schools, and you 
may sometimes take a dozen in half an hour." 
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Wb now aime to a knotty question in onr line of disconne. 
Those who are blest for the first time in their lives with an 
opportunity of viewing and handling the beautiful article called 
silkworm gut (and there be many, even anglers, who to this 
day have never seen it), are struck with perfect astonishment 
when they are told that this beautiful semi-tran^arent sub- 
stance is the product of the silkworm.* It is not actually the 
gut of the worm, but what he would spin out into silk were he 
allowed to take the due course of nature. A few days before 
he begins to spin, the worm is immersed in a weak acid and 
left to soak about twelve or eighteen hours, after which he is 
opened and two pieces of the substance taken from him. 
These are drawn out with great care and stretched to their full 
length to dry. They are at first opake, but after becoming 
dry they assume their transparent appearance. They are put 
together in bunches of 100 strands, and the useless ends 
wrapped around with red twine, and exported to all parts of 
the world. 

Those who first form an acquaintance with it for the purpose 
of making their own tackle, are apt to use it in its hard dry 
state, and condemn it at once as brittle and useless. But to 
work well and handsomely, it should be soaked in moderate- 
ly warm water for about half an hour, or in cold water 
about two hours before using. It can then be tied or twisted 
mto any shape to suit the capricious angler's will. 

Tfaera are many kinds of knots used by the fratexnxQr in 

•See Parti., pbSL 
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tying and looping, all of which have their adTOoatea and 
contemnexB, but it will be well to remember that in all modes 
of tying, the shnplest in construction, and freest from angles 
and abrapt tarns, is the beet ; all turns should be made round and 
not short and quick so that one strand cuts the other. This 
doctzine holds good not only in regard to our subject matter, 
but also to the tying or putting together of any stiff substance. 
The beet knots in use amongst anglers are sailors' knots, which 
afford the simplest and surest modes of rigging any line. 

One of the simplest, and most secure is the double knot, 
made by passing the ends around each other after the manner 
of the common knot, but twice instead of once. For leaders 
or loops gut can be tied together at the ends, as in the draw- 
ings. The ends need not be whipped down, but can be cut 
close off, as they are perfectly secure, and not liable to break. 





The double and single water knots for tying lengths of gut to- 
gether are approved by some, and are made after the following 




the single is found to be sufficiently 
and simpler, is more uMd than the ^ 
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The loop knot is a very easy way of tying a line or pieoe of 
gut to a loop, and is made thus. 



A facUe mode of fiutening gut together, is the loop hitch, but 
observe that the ends must be whipped down with silk. The 
gut in this case is not knotted, and when close together and 
properly fastened, it forms one of the smallest and most simple 
ties ever invented. The celebrated Theophilus South in his 
fly-fisher's text book, recommends it above all others. 



Leaders or Bottom Lengths. — These useful articles of tackle 
need a more precise explanation than that given in former 
pages. They are made of lengths of silkwoim gut, tied to- 
gether as before described in lengths single, double, or twisted, 
of from one to four yards. When employed for trout they are 
invariably used singly; their position on the tackle is after 
your swivel or sinker, or if in fly-fishing, tied immediately t() 
your line. Tlie usual way of making them is with a loop at 
each end. 

rour other tackle pass the loop ot 
} of your line, sinker, or swivel, 
that it will draw down as in the 
it will be firmly secured. When 
'OUT leader and separate it from 
your tackle book. When fishing 
rge fish, use your leader long or 
>th of water, single, doable, or 
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twisted, aoeordlDg to the ahyneas, strength, or vigor of your 
game. The most experienced basse anglers fish wi^ only 
one hook ; but where the game is small, many fish with two ; 
this is done by attaching two leaders, one of one yard in 
length, and the other of two, so that one hook will hang about 
one yard firom the other ; or use one leader of one or two yards 
in length, doubling it at about one third the length, and passing it 
through the sinker in the form of a loop, drawing it down as 
before described. Your leaders being rigged, pass the looped 
end of your hook through your leader and draw your hook 
through. Put your bait on your book, and you are rigged for 
a bite. 

Should the foregoing be not found sufficiently explicit for 
the tyro, he will find at the fishing tackle store these articles all 
ready arranged, which will give him more practical ideas than 
he can possibly get on paper, by which to arrange his tackle 
as he chooses. 

\ 
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** A WBAX inyention of the enemy." Why the humble and 
gentle piscator should be called the enemy of the finny race, or 
why anglers, in speaking of their exploits, should call their 
finny friends their enemies, is a mystery yet to be eiplained. 
Such cannot certainly pursue their sport with a true Waltonian 
spirit ; for the father of anglers never used the word enemy, and 
always spoke in the most mild and pleasant manner of the finny 
race. " Handle him as though you loved him," says he, when 
speaking of preparing a line bait for the hook. The piscato* 
rial world was for generations without any invention for taking 
their game other than the ordinary keibed steel until about fifty 
years ago, when the spring snap hook was invented. This was 
in general use until a few years since, when a boy by the name 
of Griswold, about sixteen years of age, living in the vicinity 
of Schroon Lake, conceived the idea of inventing a spring snap 
that would hold the fish after he was hooked. He succeeded 
in making the hook which is called the Griswold — see plate 1. 
It is arranged with a spring, lever, and striking hook. The 
striking hook is so acyusted that when set it lies alongside of 
the main hook, and is retained by a slide at the top ; when the 
fish nibbles the striking hook descends and takes him on the 
outside of the head— see plate 2. By an improvement patented 
by Mr. Ellis, of Naugatuck, Conn., the striking hook is relieved 
fi-om the lever instead of the upper part of the hook. 
It was much approved of at the time, and considered an aid to 
Immediately the mechanical genius of the country 
notion, and, presto ! at least a dozen inventions of 
>k8 of various descriptions were made to fiuulitste 
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the taking of onr scaly fijeads. They all ha^e their merits or 
demerits, a dirersity of opinion existing among the fraternity. 
Some consider them " a weak inyention of the enemy/* very 
cruel, and those unworthy of a sportsman's name who use 
them ; others highly approYe of them. They are not well 
adapted for salt-water fishing where there is a strong tide, as 
they are apt to spring beibre the fish bites. They are better 
suited to lake fishing for pike, black basse, and lake trout. 
They are preferred and recommended by some for that purpose, 
and for fish, such as often slip the hook, will always be used to 
a certain extent. Many improyements and suggestions hsTe 
been made, but none to alter materially the character of the 
Advice. 
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This is a Bubject of great importance, not only to the angler, 
bat to those who own farms or property in tiie country. In 
Germany and France, the renting of fish ponds is a source of 
large income to the owners of land, and an acre of water k 
considered of eqaal value to an acre of soil. In our own coun- 
try, a small sheet of water is considered of no particular advan- 
tage, except it be to keep a few geese or ducks, to amuse the 
children, to arouse the family in the morning by their incessant 
quack, or perhaps remind them of those in the city whose per- 
formance is the same, only one quacks through his natural in- 
strument, and the other through the public press. Few lovers 
of the beautiful in nature ever think of improving, enlarging, or 
adorning a natural water spot, and making it joyous and lively 
with the finny brood. Fewer still may think of damming a natu- 
ral spring, widening a valley, making an outlet, and modifying 
nature sufficient to allow depth of water capable of sustaining 
and nourishing an animal that will conduce not only to their 
pleasure and pastime, but also to their bodily comfort. Every 
piece of ground of a springy or marshy description is imme- 
diately drained, to make room for a crop of com or potatoes, as 
though it were intended that " man should live by bread alone." 

Many reasons might be urged in favor of artificial fish ponds, 
but as those who love the rod are largely on the increase 
throughout the land, the necessity of these additions to comfort, 
economy, and picturesque beauty as well as recreation, will 
soon be seen. The rearmg and breeding of various kiuds 
of cattle and feathered creatures for food, is an object of in- 
terest and study with the farmer, but the propagation, naturaii- 
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zation, or tnnq)ortation of the scaly tribe, seems to be with 
most tenants or owners of land beneath or beyond their 
notice. 

As an article of food, the fish is given to ns, without doubt, 
to gratify our varied tastes; and in some seasons, particularly in 
the early spring and summer, when other meats are out of 
season and without relish, is more tasteful, healthful, and desi- 
rable than any other palate delicacy. Include then the pleasure, 
excitement, and vigor embraced in his piscatorial capture, and 
we have a means of happiness which should be improved by all 
who study the pleasures of mind and body. 

Most of the varieties of our subject can be transported or 
propagated with very litUe trouble, and some are so tenacious 
of life that they require no care whatever. 

Perch, Carp, and Pike can be transported a long distance, 
say fifty or sixty miles, with ordinary carriage conveyance, and 
by the present railroad and steamboat conveyance, hundreds 
of miles. Capt. Henry Robinson, of Newburgh, N. Y., in the 
year 1832, brought some six or seven dozen Carp from France, 
and put them into a pond, supplied by springs of clear and pure 
water, on his farm, where they increased to a surprising degree. 
He has supplied many friends with them, who have distributed 
them about in various parts of the country. This public-spirited 
gentleman has also for a number of years put a few dozens in 
the Hudson river. They grow much larger in the river, and 
have increased so much that they arc ' 
men in their nets. 

The Black Baeee can be made t< 
one or two changes of water for the s 
fish is growing in favor for large poi 
of a few years become very generally 
country. He is well worth the trout 
4 few gentlemen, or those of the cri 
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peose, th6 amoant would be mall in oomparieon with the bene- 
fits which would aocroe. 

The Trout is the most delicate and difficult fish to coovey 
any considerable distance, and should be narrowly watched 
daring the progress, and the water kept clear and ai cool ai 
possible. 

Salt-water Jish can be easily transported by sea in cars, or 
the well-holes of fishing-smacks adapted for keepmg them 
alive. The tautog, many years since unknown in the harbor 
of Boston, is now found there in great abundance, having been 
taken in cars from Newport, R. I. There are many fish that 
swim the southern watMs that would thrive equally well in 
more northern latitudes, and wee verea. 

Several years since, Mr. Pell, of Pelham, N. Y., had some 
shad in pairs conveyed from the Hudson river to a pond on his 
farm. A few years after he was much surprised to find, con- 
tr«rv tA hia AxiMintAtion. thi^t they had bred, and had grown to 
liere is hardly a doubt that our ele- 
t water which goes up into the fresh- 
ould be domesticated, and made a 
I that are supplied with fresh-water 
>ther descriptions worthy a trial, 
rulloch, of Eidinburgh, succeeded in 
kinds of fish from salt water into 
in their flavor ; and the philosopher 
1 to the salt water do nevertheleas 
resh." Speakmg of the salmon and 
ere hath been sufficient experiment 
> fr^sh-water ponds and pools ; it is 
you have them new at a great dis- 
%t the pleaaanter, and may fell to 

ey/' says Piekenng, m his ** Remi* 
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niBooBoei,*' "has in his lake, of about ten acres, chiefly supplied 
with fresh water, many sea-fish ; all have improved in quality 
and propagated. The lake, which before was worthless, pro- 
ducing a few eels, now jrields a large rent. The bottom of the 
lake is various — muddy, rocky, and gravelly, and since the 
introduction of sea-fish, the eels have multiplied a thoosand- 
fi>ld." A mode of culture of carp, spoken of by Daniel, in his 
" Rural Sports/' may be found useful to those wishing to breed 
that description of fish. 

" It is supposed that ninety brace of full-sized carp, and forty 
of tench, are a good stock for an acre of water. In some 
parts of Germany, where the domestication of fish is practised^ 
a suite of ponds are so constracted, that they can empty the 
water and fish of one pond into another. The empty one is 
then ploughed, and sown with barley. When the grain is in 
the ear, the water and its inhabitantB are again admitted ; and 
by feeding on the com are more expeditiously fatted than by 
any other management.*' 

All ponds should have a brook or rivulet running through 
them, or fresh springs. It increases tlie feed and comfort of the 
fish during the heat of sommer, and counteracts the efifects of 
frost during the winter. All kinds of refuse grain, as beans, 
peas, d&c., thrown into carp ponds, or s 
the edges when the water is low, will sen 
the fish very much. 

The following method of making ar 
Best's " Art of Angling," will be found 

*' It is agreed that those grounds an 
springs, and apt to be moorish : the one 
the other preserves them from being stoi 

" The situation of the pond is also to 
nature of the currents that fall into i 
refreshed with a little brook, or with rai 
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the adjacent hilly ground. And that those ponds which receive 
the stale and dung of hones, breed the largest and fattest fishes. 

" In making the pond, observe that the head be at the lowest 
part of the ground, and the trench of the flood-gate, or sluice, 
has a good swift fall, that it may not be long in emptying. 

" If the pond carries six feet of water it is enough ; but it 
must be eight feet deep, to receiye the freshes and rains that 
should fall into it. 

" It would be ahK) advantageous to have shoala on the sides, 
for the fishes to sun themselves in, and lay their spawn on ; 
besides in other places certain holes, hollow banks, shelves, 
roots of trees, islands, &o., to serve as their retiring places. 

** Reserve some great waters for the head-quarters of the fishes, 
whence you may take, or wherein you may put, any quantity 
thereof. And be sure to have stews and other auxiliary waters, 
BO as you may convey any part of the stock from one to the 
other, so to lose no time in the growth of the fishes, but employ 
your water as you do your land, to the best advantage. View 
the grounds, and find out some fall between the hills, as near a 
flat as may be, so as to leave a proper current for the water. If 
there be any difficulty of judging of such, take an opportunity, 
after some sudden rain, or breaking up of a great snow-in win- 
ter, and you will plainly see which way the ground casts, for 
the water will take the true fall, and run accordingly. 

" The condition of the place must determine the quantity of 
the ground to be coverud with water. For example, I may 
propose in all fifteen acius in three ponds, or eight acres m two, 
and not less ; and these ponds should be placed one above 
another, so as the point of the lower may almost reacli the 
head or bank of the uppei which contnvance is no less beau- 
tiful than advantageous. 

« The head, or bank, which, by stopping the current, is to 
raise the water, and so make a pond, must be built with the clay 
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or earth taken out of the pan or hollow dog in the lowest 
ground above the bank ; the shape of the pan to be a half oval, 
whereof the flat to come to the bank, and the longer diameter 
to run Bqoare from it. 

" For two large ponds, of three or four acres apiece, it is 
advisable to have four stews, each two rods wide and three long. 
The stews are usually in gardens, or near the house, to be more 
handy and better looked to. The method of making them, is 
to carry the bottom in a continual decline from one end, with 
a mouth to favor the drawing them with a net. 

" It is proper to cast in bavins in some places not far from 
the sides, in the most sandy spots, for the fishes to spawn upon, 
and to defend the young fry, especially the spawn of Carp and 
Tench." 
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This buojant article of oor ianojr haa beeo of lata mneh 
improved. Patieooe aod peraererance, it is said, will woik 
miracles ; but the two inyalaable sabstancee, Gutta Percha and 
India robber, having been socoessfiilly used in the manu£Eicture 
of floats, will prove to be of great importance and utility to the 
angler, and will work wonders, as to the durability and con- 
venience of this OBsential article of his equipment 

The great objection to ibe ooik float was, that much diffi- 
culty was experienced in keeping it in order, either the quill or 
the stem becoming, with very little wear, loose and unfit for 
use. 

The turned hollow float, almost as light as air, bemg glued 
or cemented together in the centre, by tiie constant action of 
the sun and water, was apt to part in the centre, or by its ex- 
treme thinness, liable to be broken almost as soon as a soft 
boiled egg, particularly if the gentle Piscator, in his boat move- 
ments, happened to tread too hard upon it. 

In the manufacture of the new descriptions, all these difficulties 
are obviated, and the angler can now be furnished with an ar- 
ticle almost as light as air, and durable as time. 

Gutto Percha is admirably adapted for the formation of this 
implement of tackle, being, from its nature, very tenacious, 
and easily worked into the desired shape. Those made of 
this substance are lighter than wood, and cannot come apart 
in the centre, nor break at the ends, except by extreme hard 
usage and carelessness ; and even where this happens, they can 
be repaired by the angler himself, with but little trouble. The 
caoutchouc float is made in the usual form of the sheet rubber, 
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with a screw valve at the top, and can be patin the veet pocket, 
or even the pocket-book, and inflated fof use at the pleasure of 
the posseasor. The float has been considered the most incon- 
venient article for use on a long tour, and is often left behind 
on occasions of distant excursions. But all difficulties of this 
kind vanish in the convenience of the rubber float. Those of 
the fraternity who find it difficult to keep their temper, when 
not in the usual luck, will therefore please blow up their ftoaU 
instead of the fish, the weather, or some less harmless object of 
their displeasure. 
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WBAK PISH Om BAKB AHGLIN0 OH LOV» IfLAVD 
fOUND. 

By T. D. L. 



Ihto th6 Peconio Bay — that most noble and beautiful har- 
bor — ^flow a number of small streams, brooks deep at the 
month, but short, shoaling into a grassy bottom, full of crabs 
and other food for fish. Up into these, for food or shelter, run 
at night, tide permitting. Weak Fish (or Cheecoui), and Barb or 
King Fish ( Tom Cod they are there called) . Across these creeks 
nets are sometimes set, which yield in a tide peihaps a hundred 
weight of " yellow fins," from two to five pounds each. 

The south shore of the Great Peconio is famous ground, and 
parties of^n take boat at James Port or Canoe Place, for a 
day's fishing there. Let the angler anchor oflf any of the 
larger inlets to the Shinuecock Hills, and amuse himself, if be 
please, catchlog pound Porgies, until the tide is well up. Theji 
draw in towards the mouth of the creek, and he will probably 
have lively sport for an hour, catching King or Weak Fish, 
enough to astonish the natives, as your thorough-bred angler 
generally contrives to do. When the Toad Fish begins to at- 
tack you, the game is up, and the fish gone. For Barb upe u 

" "' " ~ 'mon, sAort in the ahank, Moa- 

een lost by using a long shanked 
fashion), than by any want of 
e outside the mouth often acts as 
io throw himself ofif in the stiug- 
undoubtedly the best bait, but I 
shrimp— eo despised in those parts 
King fish average over a pound, 
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fight hard, and die nobly—'' die like demi-goda." No one who 
takes the Weak Fiah of these crystal waters and clean grayelly 
shores, can fail to see the propriety of its nome d'honneur/' the 
salt water Trout." The brilliant tints that spot its silyer sides 
render it indescribably beantifal. 
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"Saw you that snake, air 1** 
*<No; 'twaaanaeL** 




This crooked sabjeot of our discoune is a pest to the regular 
angler. As an object of sport he is far beneath the contempt 
of a regular game fisherman, and is only ** taken" when he 
cannot be *' shaken" from the hook by all the arts of his unfor- 
tunate possessor. They are not particular as to their meal. 
The finest worm thrown for a trout will often bring his snake- 
ship out. The best shrimp or crab bait in salt water is good 
enough for him, and he seizes it with avidity as a creature of 
taste. The truly patient Waltonian angler dispatches him 
without complaint ; and if he happen to be of a goodly size, is 
invited to partake of the hospitalities of his table. There are 
seven or eight difierent descriptions, some of which grow to 
quite a large size. (See page 217.) The eel belongs to no 
particular place or clime. He is a cosmopolite, and is alwajrs 
where water flows and mud grows. He is a warm-blooded 
animal, and has been known to climb up trees and poles, but 
not to get very near the north pole, the only exception to their 
general distribution being in the more intensely cold latitudes. 
Says Yarrell, one of the best English writers on the subject, 
'* Eels are in reality a valuable description offish ; their flesh is 
excellent for food ; the various species are hardy, tenacious of 
life, and very easily preserved. They are in great esteem for 
the table, and the consumption in our large cities is very consi- 
derable. The London market is principally supplied from 
Holland, by Dutch fishermen. There are two companies in 
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Holland haying five veesels each ; these veesels are built with a 
capacious well, in which large quantities of eels are preserved 
alive until wanted. One or more of these vessels may be con- 
stantly seen lying off Billingsgate ; the others go to Holland 
for fresh supplies, each bringing a cargo of 15,000 to 20,000 
pounds' weight of live eels, for which the Dutch merchant pays 
a duty of X13 per cargo for permission to sell/' 

Their seipentine form has rendered them objects of dislike in 
this country among some people. The fair sex, in particular, 
have a great aversion to them from their resemblance to the 
snake. But all objections are renboved when they are brought 
upon the table as an article of food. The New York market 
is abundantly supplied by the fishermen from Long Island and 
adjacent places. Being easily taken, and found in great abun- 
dance, they furnish a cheap and healthy food for the poorer 
class of people. In some parts of the country where they are 
taken in fipeeh water, they are held in high estimation, and are 
made the object of sport by the young fishermen, by night and 
day, with bobs, eel pots, and spears. 

A singular practice was in vogue at Catherine Market, foot 
of Catherine Street, New York, some years ago. The fish 
markets, as usual in large cities, were open on Sunday morning, 
in the sunmier season, for a few hours after sunrise. At the 
above-mentioned market the negroes used to ctAthur from all 
parts of the city to the skinning, immen 
brought in for that purpose. After the oper 
and the fish were tied into bundles, certain 1 
by the lovers of fiin, to be danced for by 
ceremony of dancing for eels was perfom 
and dexterity by the 00ns of Afric's soil 
shingle, brought by each competitor for 1 
spectacle was witnessed by hundreds of loi 
of all classes of people, who expi:essed th 
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approbation or diaeent by cheers, daps, or groans. There were 
certain rules for the regulation of the dance, one of which was 
that the individual who shuffled off the riiingle lost the prize, 
and wasconsidered beaten. On some occasions, to produce more 
excitement and stimulate them to greater effort, larger bunches 
were put up for the dance. The grotesque appearance of the 
crowd, with the negro in the centre, attired in a white or check 
shirt, little the worse for absence from the wash-tub, an old 
straw hat, and pantaloons rolled up to the knees, 

** iBteoM emotioo gUtter'd In their eyes. 
Each eager watching for tlie tlimy prixe,** 

surrounded by the fishermen with their red shirts and tarpaulin 
hats, the Tarious dark-skinned polished face and white-teeth 
competitors with shingle in hand, watching anxiously their turn, 
surrounding the inside of the nng, and the motley laughing, 
joking, and betting crowd without, furnished a scene which we 
believe has been undeservedly neglected by the artist, and 
belongs to the history of New York a§ it wot. 

The diseoanons of naturalists respecting Eeb, have been as 
crooked as their line of locomotion. Ichthyologists are gene- 
rally of opinion that Eels make two migrations in each year, 
one in the autumn to the sea, and one, returning up the rivem 
m the spring. Yarrell says, " I am, however, of opinion that 
the passage of adult Elels to the sea, or rather to the brackish 
cerciee of choice, and not a matter 
arent EeAa return up the river a^^ 

kinds of these fish found in both 
iilar description, called the Syren 
taken in one of the rivers near 
ipe is similar to the ordinary Eel, 
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with the exception of two paws similar to a dog's, that they 
carry in front, to scratch their way in the mud, to avoid their 
enemies. 

A friend who liyes in the northern part of the state of New 
York, says he has observed two descriptions of fresh water 
Eels. *' One haying a small eharp head, tapering out yery nar- 
row towards the month, being larger according to their weight, 
and thicker through the middle than the common Eel. They 
generally inhabit clearer water, and are more frequently found 
above water&lls. Their flesh is a lighter color, having more 
the appearance of fat pork. They are also much better, and 
when boiled or fried are a great relish." The other description 
has a larger head, wider mouth, the lower jaw projecting beyond 
the upper ; they are largest through the gills, and taper to the 
tail ; their flesh of a bluish color, and not as palatable as the 
fonner description. " All EeiB are spawned in the ocean ; the 
young ones commence running up rivers and smaller streams the 
latter part of April or beginning of May. They are then about 

the size of large need?-"- - *^ — -''" — •*"" -' — ^ —"^ ***'" 

edges of streams, and 
over mill-dams, by < 
bodies, then by raisin, 
head, exhaust the atn 
again ; in this "way th 
the remotest lakes, e: 
they are never known 
with soft bottom, and 
filling up ; at this tin 
boats with spears. T 
time than in summer, 
with the spear, than w 
lliey never spawn in 
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large is 70a will, and you cannot find the least appearanee of 
spawn ; on the contrary, take a sea Eel in the latter pait of 
winter, and you will find it full of spawn.* 

Since, then, they are an object of sport, and the truly scienti' 
fie angler, when in want of excitement, is sometinies seen by 
torch light, with spear in hand, striking for him in the depths 
below, it will be well to remark on some of the methods pur- 
sued in his capture. 

In England they hare a mode of taking the eel called snU- 
glingt which, says Blaine, is a practice so ingenious and full of 
artifice, that it might reconcile the q>orlsman to Eel fishing. 
For the benefit of country friends, who are fond of Eel fishing, 
the following description of the tackle, and mode of operating 
is here given. A stick two yards long, with a cleft at each 
end, a strong needle whipped to a small whip-cord line, from 
the eye to the middle, which, with a lob-worm stuck on the 
needle, leaving the point to be inserted in the cleft of the stick, 
constitutes the simple apparatus. The art consists in putting 
the worm, needle, and line softly into the mouth of the Eel 
holes, which are sufiered to remain until taken by the Eel, 
when the line and hook are ligain reclaimed, but accompanied 
by the E^el also. The most common modes of angling for 
them in this country are with the hook, boh, pot, and spear. 
For hook fishing, take an ordinary line, such as used for 
pickerel, in fresh water, or black fish in salt water, attach by a 
short length of line, gimp, or twisted ^t, a size Black fish or 
Eel hook, suited to the size of fish expected, and a sinker ac- 



i^Ji 



* Dr. Mltchtll says the roes or ovaria of Eels may be seen by thoM 

who will look for them \n the proper season, like other fishes. Yarrell 

also remarks. Eels that have lived In brackish water all the winter, 

under the constant influence of the high temperature of that locality. 

it their spawn earlier in the spring, than those who have 

iter in places from which there ezuled no probable egrass. 
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cording to the tide or ourrant ; see that all your tackle be 
strong, and you are rigged. If in fresh water, bait with worms, 
pieces of fish, frogs, entrails of chicken ; for salt water, pieces 
of clams, fish, shrimp, or anything else you think they will 
fancy. The largest and oldest of the family snake along the 
muddy bottom at night, and perhaps acconmiodating you with 
a bite, will allow you to draw them up, of a sixe such as may 
trouble your dreams. Some salt water anglers uke them with 
shedder crab and shad roe, after the following manner ; they 
procure some white horse hairs, and work them into the shape 
of a bag, and within place their bait, or wind them thoroughly 
around a good size bait They attach this to a hand line, with 
a sinker of sufficient weight to sink it to the bottom. The Eel 
takes hold, and soon entangles his teeth in the mesh of the bag, 
and is brought up without difficulty. 

The bob is made by stringing on to a strong piece of worsted 
yam or linen thread, a large number of worms, wound up into 
a bail, and by attaching your line, and letting it down with an 
appropriate sinker, to the bottom ; when you feel any bites, 
giye a little time, that they may get well hold ; pull up mode- 
rately until at the top of the water, then give a jerk, sudden but 
steady, and you will, if successful, have several that will clear 
themselves without your help. 

Pot fishing is still more of the wholesale kind, and is much 
practised in the country streams. The pot is made much after 
the fashion of an Irish potatoe hamper, but of the commonest 
basket mateiials* and f^^ ^nA IiWa ttiA AnfmnAA fn • mrknoA 
trap, forming an inver 
enough for the animals 
ends are constructed so 
to remove the fish. T 
length, and 6 to 8 
; of pieces of mea 
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is placed in the innde, with a woi^t to rink iL To the 
centra is attached a atroug cord or rope. When leadf , it » 
let down to tiie bottom of the itream, and it is hanled op at 
turn of tide, or when ite weight indicates a soffioient qnintitf of 
the desired fish. 

Last, though not least, and probably the best mode, is spear- 
ing. This is done with a steel spear, made with five or six flat 
or square prongs, attached by a socket to a strong ash handle. 
They can be had at the fishing tackle stores, or made to order 
by the nearest blacksmith. These are forced into the mnd from 
a boat, or used in wading, accompanied by an assistant, with a 
basket, to receire the result of the operator's skill. 

They make a capital dish for eating, by either stewing, fry- 
ing* pyxing, or better, according to Walton, as follows : " First, 
wash him in water and salt ; then pull off his skin below his newt 
or narel, and not much further ; having done that, take out his 
guts, as elean as yon can, but wash him not ; then give him 
three or four scotches with a knife, and then put into his belly 
and those scotches sweet herbs, an anchovy, and a little nut- 
meg, grated or cut rery small ; and your herbs and anchovies 
must also be cut very small, and mixed vnth good batter and 

_-1. L i__ J._- .Li_ .L n L^ J^ ^^^ Jjjjjj jJJ IjqI jjjg 

the end that you may tie 
bead grew ; and it must be 
Tithin his skin, and having 
kthread, to a spit, and roast 
ivater and salt until his skin 
laving roasted him enough, 
and what he diips, bo his 
on Eels. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

TBI BAKE. 
Jterlueiua o/HiIiw.— Dbkat. 

Tbis fish 18 similar in appearance to the Tom-Cod, for which 
it 18 often mistaken by those who have never examined the two 
together. They, however, belong to the cod family, and are 
classed among ichthyologists as being related, althoogh some- 
what distant, to that species. 

They are foond in great abundance in England and France, 
where they are caught and sold in immense quantities. They are 
also caught of very large size, measuring three to five feet in 
length. Mr. Yarrell sajrs, that they are '* so abundant in the 
Bay of Galway that it was formerly called the Bay of Hakes. 
On that part of the Nymph off the coast of Waterford, the Hake 
is also BO plentiful, that one thousand have been taken by six 
men with lines in one night. It is a voracious fish, as its 
systematic name of Merlueitu, sea-pike, implies. They feed 
upon a description of fish called Pilchards, on which they glut 
themselves to their heart's desire. I have seen seventeen 
Pilchards taken from the stomach of a Hake of ordinary size. 
Their digestion, however, is quick, so that they speedily get rid 
of their load, and fishermen observe that upon being hooked, 
the Hake presently evacuates the cor*-*"*- '^'' ***- «^— -«». ♦« 
facilitate its escape ; so that when h 
line, in the midst of prey, not one v 
stomach. When near the surface, he 
not take place until after they are dra 

They do not appear to be so gc 
country, as they are in others, neither 
1 size, and although not a game fish I 
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the hook, and are oonndered rery palatable. They are exceed- 
ingly common, says Dr. J. V. C. Smith, though not taken in any 
quantity in Massachusetts. The largest ^caught here seldom 
exceeds two leet. They are denominated Tow John», The 
best hake are taken off Cape Cod and sold under the name of 
ttoekjUh, 

When very hungry, the hake exhibits considerable voracity, 
and does not hesitate to seize a crab, which, in self-defence, 
sometimes fixes its shears in the retractile Ups of the enemy, 
who whirls it through the water with surprising Telocity, till it 
is finally obliged to let go its hold. 

DESOEIPTIOK . — Dekoff. 

Characterittiet. — Reddish brown abore ; long, acute, pala- 
tine teeth ; lower jaw largest ; length one to two feet. 
Polor, — ^Reddish brown, with golden tints towards the 
rcle silvery, with a pinkish lustre ; 

brown; lower part of the body 
rownish black ; tongue, surface of 
, and interior of the opercles, deep 
mottled with brown ; dorsals light 
udal dark brown; remaining fins 
nth brown. 

known at New York, but of late 
indant, where they are taken at the 

boys, and those of the craft that 
) day. The Hake, like the Tom- 
I taken generally with hand lines, 
Lie. Being of the voracious order, 

and currents, and is better taken 
»ng, where he delights to feed upon 
On. such grounds the line should be 



Digitized by 



Google 



rigged with a heavy sinker, and a hollow one if it can be 
prooured, as the bite ia muoh easier felt. Some prefer instead 
of a black fish hook a Limerick, about No. 4 salmon. He is 
fond of shrimps, crabs, and clams. Economical anglers 
universally use the latter bait, considering it good enough to 
take him or any of his family. 
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CHAPTER XVni. 



WHITE PEBOH AND OAT-FISH AKOLIHe IH THE 
TICINITT OP FEW TOEK. 

By T. D. L. 




Lake fishing lacks one element of interest possessed by the 
salt water, namely, the condition of hopeful uncertainty respect- 
ing the sort and size of your game. Between the humble 
Flounder and the noble Sheepshead are many kinds of gamo 
fish, and greater disparities of weight and value than exist 
between the fish of fresh ponds, which are less various and more 
equal. Moreover, the salt water tribe come and go with sea- 
sons and tides, and cannot, like their inland brethren, always be 
followed and found. There is therefore an excitement in the 
doubtful chances of sea-fishing wanting in that of the lake* 
which presents g^reater uniformity of character and certainty o1 
success. 

But though still water fishing, as compared with the flowing 
salt, is inferior in interest, perhaps it has superiority in the gene- 
ral satisfaction it affords. In the numerous lakelets of New 
York, fish, of some sort, can at any time be taken. Not, how- 
ever, alwa]rs with equal ease. When the water is warm and 
the fish well fed, the angler will find occasion for all his art ; — 
io the successful exercise of which, and not in the magnitude of 
his fishing, lies, after all, the chief satisfaction. Perch, large 
and lively, both yellow and white : Sunfish, sometimes of con- 
siderable size ; Pickerel, which are shy, and employ all your 
cunning and skill ; Cat-fish, whether you would or no ; are 
taken in our hundred little lakes ; and the angler, with light rod 
and fine tackle (which are indispensable to enjojrment), will 
find fishing in them anything but a dull and tame afiair. 
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The baits used are various: lire bait, as wonn or fish, is 
generally beet Bat whatever you take 

"To bait flsh withal/* 

if it will feed nothing else, 'twill feed Cat-fish, which are omni- 
vorous. They are the fresh water Toad-fish, and, like others 
of the family, seem to subserve the purpose of purification, by 
the reconversion into life of corruptible orgunic matter. Though 
esteemed delicate eating* when well cooked, they are not 
pleasant to take raw; — their ugly mouths, slimy skins, and 
dangerous horns, causing the dainty angler to avoid their 
neighborhood. This he can do only by fishing some feet above 
bottom. But drop below that discreet distance, and he will 
surely damage his tackle in the jaws of some bull-headed Man- 
darin, to be disengaged only with infinite difficulty and disgust. 
Fishing for them, wnen rightly prepared, is, like fishing for £els, 
well enough and quite another thing. You will then use gimp, 
and a kirb about No. 3 Salmon, upon bottom. The best time 
is sundown, and after. Then they bite boldly, and are a sure 
fish. Glove your left hand and seize them fearlessly but firmly 
behind the horns when you disgorge the hook. Boys with 
stick and string, a rusty hook and piece of pork, take " Bull- 
heads" (as the small Cat-fish are called) in almost every pond 
and fiesh stream in the Northern States. 

But angling for the White or Silver Perch — the gracefid 
oright-eyed Perch — ^with pliant rod and gossamer thread of gut 
— this is no boy's play, but a true exhilarating sport. A nimble, 
strong, clean fish, that springs 
hard, and dies game, is a resp 

vou to 

*' Know the fierce 
In flshes worthy 

* Frooi Philadelphia, pleasure pa 
the BchaylkUl, to despatch them v 
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WHITE 7EKCB AHD CAT-FISH AUnTIWi 



Seen at daybreak or sundown, plajring in wparkling achoob on 
the flimny ade of some lakelet, he ie an object of attractire 
beauty to the poetic angler. Perch bite beet in early morning 
and evening about the ehaliowB near ehoie ; but at mid-day, 
when they retire to bars that ran oat into deeper water, they 
become dainty, yet may, howerer, be there taken. Wonn, npon 
a Limerick hook (1 to 3 tront), is a common bait But the 
" killy," and small brook shiner, or gold fish, are better. Pre- 
pared with these, I generally contrive to drift with the wind, if 
there be any, outside the shadow of the woods and beyond the 
weeds, trailing a light float, with swivel jnst weighty enough to 
dip it and balance the live bait swinmiing at half depth. This 
is the ground and mode of fishing, good alike for Perch and Pick • 
erel. Be therefore prepared for the latter, and if one bite give 
him no quarter, but bring him in steadily, and quickly, if you 
would save your tackle. His bite may be distinguished from 
that of the Perch. His is a long pull, holding the float under ; 
whereas the Perch bite is comparatively quick and short 

Slowly drifting, then, fishing between the boat and shore, and 
drawing or casting my line into every likely nook, I generally 
strike upon a school of Peroh, when I quietly drop anchor. 
When they cease biting I row above, float down again, and 
conmionly take more in the same place, or if not, continue to 
drift as before. Large fish, as Peroh over half a pound may be 
called, are more solitary in their habits ; the smaller the more 
gregarious, as though instinctively associating for mutual pro- 
tection. I choose the sunny side, because I think the Silver 
Perch (other circumstances equal) prefer the strong lights to the 
dark waters of the pond ; and this may be one reason why they 
swim nearer the surface in the twilight of morning and evening. 
If then the fish don't bite fireely, examine the crop of one, and 
suit your bait to its apparent food. 

The White Peroh, though lees common than the Tellow, ie 
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yet widely distribated in our waten. It is found in the Hud- 
son and thbutaiy streams. The Paasaio riTer abounds with a 
small size. Very fine fish are taken in most of the lakes of 
Putnam county (accessible by the Harlem railroad), and in 
many ponds of that paradise of sportsmen. Long Island, es- 
pecially in Suffolk County. There, a short ride through the 
pines from almost any point, will bring yon to some quiet spot, 
where you can find fair sport angling, ** under the shade of 
overhanging boughs,'* yet within sound of the ocean surf. The 
pine woods, interlaced with their bright sandy avenues, hare a 
peculiar beauty, and to fish in their still depths, of a serene day, 
in a light skiff, gently gliding over some mirrored lake, 

** Fair as the boioni of the swan,* 

18 a luxury they can best appreciate who are ennuiedhj fiuhion, 
or distempered by the wear and tear of an intense business life. 
To minds of any sensibility, the mere repose of these suburban 
solitudes is " a feeling** of beauty, and awakens the conscious- 
ness of an infinite preaenee, replete with religious emotions. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OOBAV AKaLIKe. 

LikeneM of Heareii ! 

Afeot of Powor ! 
Man is tby Tlotlm, 

Shipwreck's thy dower 
BpioM and jewels 

From Talley and sea, 
Annies and banneis 

Are tNuied In thee ! 

The art we lore being admirably adapted to recruit the 
broken-down or enervated constitution; and the pure breath 
of heaven, as it comes from off the dark blue sea and the 
white capped wave, being a more potent medicine than 
that prescribed by the physician, or compounded by the 
apothecary, no excuse need here be offered for a few 
nterest to those who may cast 
ide of a ship. Those who have 

think that such a large pood 
ithan whale, the ponderous shark, 
it, but a little reflection would 

1 that they labor under a delu- 

^kless ocean, wherein the mon- 
ay, as well as the reefs and shal- 
ming with shoals of the living 
:h are designed not only to feed 
ties of their own species, but to 
omfort, amusement, and support 
;hey are placed. The poor sailor, 
voyage of many months, is ever 
r diet, and the sight of a school 
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of fish is a subject of gratification to the whole of a ship's 
company, and more particnlarly to those who have never be- 
fore tempted their precious soulfl and bodies on the ocean 
wave. 

** And now approaching near the lofty stem, 
A shoal of sportive dolphins they discern. 
From bornUhM scales they beam reftilgent lays, 
TUl all the glowing ocean seems to blase 
Soon to the sport of death the crew repair, 
Dart the long lance, or spread the baited snare.** 

The ocean is supposed to have as many tenants as the 
earth or the air. But few of the descriptions are much 
known by any particular names, and very few described by 
naturalists. The Dolphin, whose fame has been said and 
sung by poet and philosopher, is worth a sea voyage 
for the pleasure of his capture, and the satisfaction of** be- 
ing in at his death ** Their usual size is from 2 to 5 ft. in 
length. The variableness and beauty of his rainbow 
colorings, as he shuffles off his mortal coil, is a sub- 
ject indescribable by pen or pencil. He is not a hand- 
some fish as he is lifted up and exposed to the view of those 
who make his acquaintance for the first time ; on the con- 
trary, his proportions and appearance as to beauty are ra- 
ther ordinary, and not until a change comes o'er the spirit of 
his dream, and he flaps his tail upon the white deck of the 
vessel, and, gasping, dies, is his beauty acknowledged. 

** What radiant changes strike the astonlsh'd sight ! 
What glowing hnes of mingled shade and light ! 
Not equal beanty gilds the glowing west, 
With parting beams all o'er proftuely drest ; 
Nor lovelier colors paint the vernal dawn. 
When orient dews impearl th* enameird lawn. 
Than from his sid 
That BOW with go 
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How In peUiidd mpphlKs meet the Tlaw, 
And imitate the soft, celestial hue ; 
Now beam a flaming crimson on the eye, 
And now assume the purple's deeper dye. 
But here description clouds each shining ray ; 
What terms of art can natnie*8 power display f* 

He that would prepare himself for the pleasure and excite- 
ment of his capture, should provide himself with a stout 
hawser-laid cotton or hemp line of 28 or 30 fathoms length, 
and in thickness about one-eighth of an inch ; to this 
should be attached one of the largest size Cod hooks, seized 
on to the line with the stoutest kind of white, black, or 
colored No. 12 thread, or small fish line, well waxed with 
shoemaker's wax ; fpr bait, use a large piece of salt pork, 
about six inches in length by 2 or 3 wide, made well fast. 
Fasten your line, cast your baited hook orerboard, and 
troll till you get a bite ; pull him in with a steady line, 
stout heart, and strong nerve, and he will soon repay 
the trouble of his capture, both by the excitement of 
the occasion, and the table exercise with the instruments 
of appetite. You will not find his meat as pleasant to 
the taste as some others of the tribe, but rather 
preferable to the salt pork upon which be expected 
to dine himself. The sailors take him with a large piece 
of bone, tin, or lead attached to a good sized hook ; 
but you will find a much better article called an artificial 
squid, of handsome shape, from 4 to 8 inches in length, and 
composed of tin, after a similar manner, at the general 
fishing tackle stores. This article is used without bait in 
its simple form, being made something in the shape of a 
fish. 

There are other fish captured in the same way, 
on sea voyages ; among them the Bonita, Barracouta, and 
Skip Jack. Smaller squids are employed, similar to those 
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in trolling for blue fish, say from 3 to 5 inches in length, of 
tin or bone, the former to be used in rough water, and the 
latter in smooth ; those who contemplate going to sea, to be 
sure of success, should take both kinds. The Bonita and 
Skip Jack vary In size from 1 to 2 feet, and can be taken with 
lighter tackle ; but to be on the safe side, and insure success, 
employ your Dolphin line ; and should you use beef or pork 
instead of the artificial squid, attach to your line stout 
Kirby sea hooks, the size of 1-0 or 2-0 Limerick. In pur- 
chasing and rigging your sea tackle, see that it is well made, 
and perfectly strong. I<et not parsimony deter you from 
preparing it of the best quality, and you will never regret 
your angling enjoyments on the ocean. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

IHBABITAHTS OF TBI OBSftOV AND CALIFOBlfIA 
WATSBS. 



The waters of California are alive with a great variety 
of the finny race, equal in value to the angler as are its 
golden sands* to the adventurer. In the bay and harbor of 
San Francisco are found the Haddock, the Black Fish or 
Tautog, the Flounder, the Mackerel, the Weak Fish or salt 
water Trout of the south, the Mullet, and the Red Fish, or 
Spotted Basse. These different de8criptions,which are taken 
with rod or hand-tackle in the usual manner, are of unusually 
large size and of very fine flavor. The Red Fish is said by 
those who have tried it with the knife and fork to be 
superior in gastronomic qualities to the celebrated fish of 
the same name at New Orleans and Charleston, being also 
much finer in outward appearance, having more delicate skin, 
smaller scales, and its superficial surface more beautiful. 
They bite at the hook baited with pieces of mullet, beef, 
or pork, very freely, are very vigorous, and give good 
play with the rod and reel. The beautiful Mullet is also 
found here in all its glory, and grows to quite a large size, 
being taken from 6 or 8 inches to 2 or 4 feet in length 
;« oAi'n^d ^-m noto A aintruiar descrlptiou of fish is abo 
Trigger Fish. This member 
projection on the back, similar 
er of a gun, from which much 
abitants by its singular motions, 

s reported to be so |denty in Mexico, 
lits to their neta. Our Salmon oM^ltrs 
*e foldan Rod* and R9d9, 
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when pulled by the knowing ones. The fresh water fish 
swarm the streams and lakes in abundance. The Salmon 
here lord their way through the Sacramento and Columbia 
rivers, and their branches, in such large numbers, that they 
can be seen in immense shoals when entering the rivers in 
the month of April, and are speared* or captured by the 
Indians with a wicker basket, with much ease. The 
natives, also, set fences across the streams where they go 
up, and confine and secure them in large quantities. They 
take the fly finely, and afford good sport with the rod and 
reel. 

The lakes and inland rivers, also, teem with an abun- 
dance of Catfish, and Salmon Trout of the finest quality and 
flavor. Capt. Fremont, in his narrative of his exploring 
expedition to California, says, in speaking of those of the 
Salmon Trout River : " Their flavor is excellent — superior, 
in fact, to any fish that I have ever known.'* In the moun- 
tain streams, the Spotted Trout is found in large quantities, 
as are the Yellow Perch and many other smaller descrip- 
tions of fish. The River Gila, which empties into the .f^ 
northern extremity of the Gulf of California, contains fish 
similar in shape, general appearance, and color to the Trout. 
" At a little distance," says Lieut. Emory, " they seem 
covered with scales, but a closer examination detects 

nothing of the kin(' ^"* — " '"• -^ - — ' 

pearance, making the 
they seem. Their m* 
soft, and not equal to 
to be found the Green 
other kinds of shell- 
finest flavorable quali 
gon ofifer great induce 
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TwB fine fiflh, although a genend inhabiunt of most of oar 
fi«eh water ponds, is often found in many of our large rhrerB, 
where he partakes more of the active nature of the striped, or 
Black Basse (to which fiunily he belongs), than of that of his more 
sluggish but less active and nearer relative, the Yellow Perch. 

At the High Bridge, Harlem River, they are taken in large 
quantities, and sometimes of large size, all through the summer 
season ; they also abound in many parts of the Hudson, Dela- 
ware, and Schuylkill rivers, and are the objects of much sport 
in many parts of Connecticut, the large ponds of Long Island, 
and the streams of various other parts of the United States. 

They are generally caught with the usual Trout, or Perch 
tackle, except when found in the more rapid rivers, when the 
angler delights to master him with his Basse rod, stronger bot- 
tom lengths, and hooks in proportion. It is also well to pre- 
pare in this manner, in order to be in readiness for larger fish, 
wSich in the rivers and often in the large ponds, give conside- 
rable trouble. A Connecticut fnend, who was once almost 
mastered by a large pike, whilst angling for white perch, gives 
the following graphic account of his success. 

" I had been fishing nearly the whole afternoon ; the sun had 
almost set, and I was drifting aloDg with the declining wind, 
not far fi'om the shore of a lake, near the southern part of the 
state, when I felt a most violent jerk at my Ime, which imme- 
diately began to run out with great rapidity. Supposing my 
fugitive to be only a remarkably vigorous perch, I attempted to 
check him, but found the strain so great as to convince me that 
T u^A ^^^^^^iQjQ^ II more powerful opponent. I had only a 
g-rod, with a very slender silk and hair line, and 
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a rery fine gut bottom with a number 6 tront hooki and I saw 
at once that akill and patience and not force, must win the day. 
I accordingly gave out plenty of Une, keeping it tight, however, 
and very soon my antagonist rose to the surface, while I reeled 
in again with my utmost celerity. He then leaped with extend- 
ed jawB a full yard from the water and immediately plunged 
again towards the bottom, where he dug along until he very 
nearly carried out 40 yards of line, when luckily he turned 
once more and came directly towards the boat. After a con- 
test of about 25 minutes, sustained with great strength and per- 
aeverance on the part of the fish, and the utmost skill I could 
muster on my own part, and the most intense excitement on 
both sides, I fairly overcame my scaly friend, and led him, 
gaq>ing at length and unresisting, with his broad green sides 
gleaming in the sunset, to the side of my boat, placed my land- 
ing net under him, and in an instant he was at my feet; he 
proved to be one of the largest pike I had ever taken in that 
water, and weighed 7 1-3 pounds." The same gentleman 
fishes for Perch in the following manner. " My common 
method of taking white Perch, is with a small minnow or 
ahiner, placed upon two Limerick hooks, tied about an inch 
apart, on a bottom length of five or six feet of fine single gut, 
furnished with a couple of swivels. The lower hook is about 
No. 3, and the other No. 6, according to the arrangement of 
hooks in the Angler's Guide. I row my boat out nearly to the 
middle of the pond and then allow it to drift before the wind, 
with my line run ofi*the reel to just about such a length as that 
the motion of the boat will keep the bait near the surface of the 
water. The white Perch play about in schools, constantly 
leaping above the water in a fine breezy day, and often in 
seizing the bait, they will spring entirely from the surface, as a 
trout does in taking a fly. In this way, with two rods, I have 
frequently captured from 80 to if^f) >" » f*^^ hmirA " 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

TBI TXLLOW PIKB FBSOH. 
LmeiofefXA Amtricmko. 

This is a very fine fish, both fur table and rod ezereise, and 
seems to partake of the nature of both the pike and peicfa 
£unily ; like the trout he loves the more bold and rapid parts 
of rivers and lakes, and also the deep holes, and under weeds 
and grass, and with some of the fraternity is considered equal 
in vigor and activity to the favorite trout. A friend who sent 
two from Albany this winter (1849), as specimens, says they 
are taken in Lake Ontario, and also in the Mohawk, where 
they are called Mohawk Pike. It has also been ascertained 
that they abound in the Susquehanna and its tribatary streamai, 
where the true pickerel also are found. They grow in the 
above mentioned places to the weight of ten or twelve pounds, 
are fearless in attack, roaming the streams a terror to the finny 
race, often endeavoring to gorge more than they can swallow. 

Color, — ^' Yellowish olive above the lateral line ; lighter on 
the skies, silvery beneath ; head and gill covers mottled with 
green, brownish and white ; chin pale flesh color ; pupil dark 
and vitreous ; sides mottled with black and yellowish ; mem* 
brane of the spinous dorsal transparent, with a few dark dashes ; 
the upper part of the membrane tipped with black ; the posterior 
part of the membrane, including the two last rays, black ; the 
soft dorsal fin light yellowish, i^otted with brown in such a 
manner as to form irregi^ar longitudinal dusky bars ; pectoral 
fins yellowish olive, with maculated brownish bars ; ventral 
fins transparent yellowish ; anal fin of the same color, with a 
broad whitish margm ; caudal fin with irregular dusky ban.** 
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<* This IB the common Pike, Pickerel, Glass Eye, and Yellow 
Pike of the great lakes and most of the inland lakes of the 
western part of the State. In Ohio it has received the name of 
Salmon. The ordinary name gives no correct idea of its 
character. It is a true perch, although its form and habits 
suggest very naturally the idea of pike. I have, therefore, 
applied to it a name which Indicates its true position, and is a 
translation of its classical appellation." 

"The Pike-perch is exceedingly voracious, and is highly 
prized for food. It is caught readily with the hook, and 
appears to prefer as bait the common fresh water cray-fish 
(Astacus Bartonl). According to Dr. Rutland it is one of the 
most valuable fish for the table found in the western waters, 
and sells readily at a high price. It is found in such quantities 
about the Maumee River, as to induce the fishermen to make 
it an article of commerce. At Lake Huron it spawns in April 
or May. In Chatauque Lake I was informed of one which 
was thirty inches long. It had swallowed a duck, which had 
thrust its head through the gill openings of the fish, and having 
thus destroyed it, both were found dead upon the shores." 

The best arrangement for his successful capture is a good 
size basse rod, and the regular basse tackle, with the exception 
of the hook, which should be about the size of that used for 
the king fish, say about No. 4 salmon. The bait most 
generally used is the minnow or shiner. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

BLACK BA8SB ANOLINO IH MIOHI0AV. 
Kindly ftirntohed for this work by a frtond at Detroit 



Black Bassb are found in all the great Western lakes, and 
in all the rivers connecting them or tributary to them. They 
abound also in the picturesque and beautiful lakelets with which 
the peninsula of Michigan is studded. There are several spe- 
cies of fish which pass by the general name of Black Basse, bat 
two or three of which appear to be described by naturalists^ 
The Black Basse {Huro Nigricans) of Lake Huron, the Black 
Basse {Centrarchus Fasciatus) of Lake Erie and the Ohio 
River, and Ldbrax Nigricans, or Small Black Basse. They 
di^r in different localities in form as well as in color. They 
all belong to the great Perch family, and are a game fish, affttrd- 
They, with the White Basse, Pick- 
nd Catfish, comprise the list out of 
gler is to find his sport ; but the one 
dm for his toil, is the Black Basse, 
et when feeding bold and voracious. 
;ly resembles the Blackfish {Tautog) 
is found among rocks and reefs, and 
dies.* In weight they range from 

Lake Michigan, and in Green Bay, 

:ies does not appear to have been described 
ck. The back of the fish is a dark color, 
m the sides, and fW>m that into a whitish 

characteristic niarlc of this variety is two 
es ranning the whole length of the body. 

Green Basse, and are found where there 
It ranges from one to Ave pounds. 
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they are somewhat larger. In color, too, at times, the Black 
Basse is like the Taatog ; bat his color changes with the sea- 
son, or from some other cause, from a dingy black to a dark 
green. Periiaps these varieties of color are the result of age 
or sex, though it is said that the same fish, kept in a vessel of 
water, will change its color repeatedly in a short space of time. 
The Black Basse makes his appearance in the Detroit River 
about the latter part of May or first days of Junci as the season 
is early or late. He is then in fine condition, and at his feeding 
time, which is from sunrise till half-past seven or eight o'clock 
A. M., and from four p. m. to sunset, will give good sport till the 
last of July. In August they are spawning ; snd though the 
bait be cast in the midst of" a crowd," as it sometimes may on 
a gravelly bank over which the water, two or three ieet deep, 
runs rapidly into an eddy or pool, they will nose it about in 
turn as disdainfully as though they were innocent of ever mas- 
ticating a minnow. If you do succeed by artifice, as you flat- 
ter yourself, in enticing one to take the hook, he gives but little 
play, and comes out with scarcely a struggle. You will find 
him hollow over the eyes, sharp on the back, thin and shrunk 
and so woe-begone of look, suggestive of fishy fever and ague, 
that his taking the hook, you are convinced, is mere desperation, 
in fact a piscatory suicide. You throv 
element, and he swims languidly ofi* ^ 
says his destiny is a matter of ind 
may succeed during the month of Au£ 
taking a few stout, frisky young fellow 
and a half in weighty which the acco 
pendent of the " Bufiaio Commercial' 
there your sport will end. Reel up th( 
the edge of the sedge, to inveigle Yellc 
erel, and leave the " yearlings" to gr 
progenitors to recover their plumpnese 



Digitized by 



Google 



too 



BLMK BASSE AK9UM9 Ut 




It Is said that at th» time they will greedily take the 
graasbopper and artificial fly, but the fiah are not generally 
good ; in this season you will rarely aoceeed in inducing them 
to rise to the simulated insect. The proper months, then, for 
black baase fishing, are June and July, and from the beginning 
of September to the middle and last of October, fiaase seldom 
take the bait during the prevalence of a north-east or east wind. 
In the latter part of September or during the month of October, 
baase may be taken at almost any time of day, but they bite 
better morainga and afiernoons, even in that season. 

The modes of taking this delicious fiah, are by trolling, and 
■till fishing with the rod and reel. 

In trolling, the spoon may be used with sacceas, or a few 
white feathers fastened around the shank of the hook vrith a 
bit of red woollen yam or red flannel. White deer hair 
adorned with bright red, is said to be a killing trolling bait ; a 
toft of hair, two and a half inches in length, and nearly the 
thickneas of one'a finger, is laid along the ahank of the hook 
and securely fastened in the middle by binding on sewing silk, 
which ia covered by red yarn or flannel. As it is drawn 
through the water, the ends of the hairs above the yam spread 
out and tum back ; this bait is showy and said to be very 
efl^tive. It is used in the rapids of rivers, and for trolling in 
the small inland lakea. The baits used with the rod and reel 
are minnows, small frogs, and the common craw fish, or little 
fresh water lobster. The live minnow is the best, though 
there are times when their voracity will prompt them to take 
almost any bait. The bait, whatever it may be, except the 
angle worm, should be kept in motion, by drawing it through 
the water a yard or two at a time ; this seems to act as a 
provocation, and they will dart at it, when, if the bait be dead 
and stationary, they will not touch it. A strong, live minnow 
of three inches in length is a very killing bait. Use a gul 
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leader of four or five feet in length. Pass your hook thiongh 
the eyes of the minnow, taking care not to wound the brain, and 
he will live and swim about, the full length of his tether, in the 
most natural manner possible. With this description of bait, and 
this mode of adijuating it, you cannot fail to take basse, if they 
are in the mood to bite at all ; whilst others, fishing near you 
with portions of minnow or dead bait, will meet no encourage- 
ment to continue their sport. 

Basse invariably swallow the bait head first. The manner 
pursued by the boys living near the small lakes in Michigan, 
will illustrate the superiority of live bait in taking Basse. They 
take a small live sunfish, and after running a hook through the 
extreme end of his nose, conceal its point with an angle worm ; 
then, when it is cast overboard, a number of sunfish gather about 
it attracted by the worm ; the collection draws the attention of 
a basse, who straightway darts among them — ^the little fellows 
*'all immiyu^tely swim away" to shallow water, leaving the 
decoy to the mercy of the hungry basse, who in his turn becomes 
the prisoner of the ingenious young piscator. But Basse, like 
others of the finny tribe, are not always caught when hooked, 
lu the season when in full strength, they make most violent 
efibrts to release themselves from the " barbed Fteel/' and will 
frequently, after making a burst or two, throw themselves two 
or three feet out of the water with a flutter, shaking their heads 
most intelligently to throw out the hook. This is a ticklish 
time for the angler, and unless he keeps his strain upon the fish, 
and drops the end of his rod, he will lose his prize. This ma- 
ncBuvre, a strong basse will repeat several times. The angler 
who wishes to have a day's sport for Black Basse, should catch 
his minnows the afternoon before, keeping them in a vessel per- 
forated with small holes and sunk in the water. At early dawn 
he most be off for the ground. If he has selected an eddy, 
above which the water ripples over a rocky ledge or gravelly 
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iMuik, he should not go straight to the place, splashing the ^ 
with his oars, bat make a circuit above, and drop down with 
the current, keeping his anchor overboard till he reaches the 
proper spot, then let it go with as little noise as possible. Cast 
the bait well out into the stream, and let it swing round into 
the eddy, keeping it in motion by drawing it towards him a 
yard or two at a time, and letting it run out again with the 
stream. My word for it, if he is on Basse ground, he'll soon 
have a lusty pull. Now care is necessary. Cool now ! Don't 
strike too quick, for the scaly rascals like to mouthe the tempt* 
ing, struggling morsel a bit (and they have to swallow it head 
first, you know). So wait, my friend, till he gives another 
strong decided pull, then *'have at him." Now caution and 
steadiness are required — if he make a burst, keep your drag 
upon him, but not too strongly, or he'll ^ring from the water 
and shake the hook out if it has merely gone through the 
membrane which lines the tough cartilage of the nose, but 
steadily, and he'll give yon fine play, for he is fiill of vigor. Reel 
him in gently, but be carefid he don't run under your boat, and 
foul your line or leader ; there he is, within reach ! Now the 
landing net — and voila ! the stout rogue, flapping in the bottom 
of your boat, with his capacious jaws wide ^read, and the 
morning sun gilding his emerald side. 

The sportsman on a western angling tour will find Basse 
ground in the Niagara river, at and near Black Rock, a few 
miles from Buflalo ; at the islands near the head of Lake Erie ; 
at many points in the Detroit river ; on the St. Clair flats, or 
western *' overslaugh," at the uppto end of Lake St. Clair ; and 
at Fort Gratiot near the entrance to Lake Huron. 
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TBI MUSKELLUNeB, MUSOALINOA, OE LAKB YIKB. 
Ktsn Estor, 



This capital fish, from his size, if for no better reason, 
deaerves more attention than we have given him in former 
pages. By some naturalists he is classed as a distinct species, 
and difierent from the ordinary pike or pickerel of the ponds 
and rivers, but ichthyologists generally consider him nothing 
more than a monstrous fresh water pike,* or " Jack** as he is 
called in England. While on this subject, it may be well to 
remark that there are in some ponds and small creeks, a 
species of stunted pickerel that grow to about the size of from 
three to six inches, and never attain to a greater length; 
they seem not to have the same rapacious habits as the true 
pickerel which grows to pikehood, and are often found in trout 
streams, where they are said to be harmless, as would natural- 
ly be the case, for from his limited dimensions he could not do 
much harm. The appearance, especially when large, of the 
various inhabitants of the waters, they being more coarse, ill- 
shaped, and less symmetrical, leads many inexperienced persons 
to call them by difierent names, and consider them different 
species, though, in fact, often the same. This fish, also, in his 
variety of size and age, has been a subject of much discussion 
among the knowing ones. The writer recollects the many re- 
marks made upon a portrait of a very large trout, hung in a 
place of resort for the fraternity. With some his head was too 
large and his tail too small, others his head too small and his tail 
too large ; some would have his tail more prtn.r* nnA nthAr* 
more forked ; some said his eyes were too smi 

* la Ireland and Scotland they have been taken ' 
■Inety pounds. 
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reverae ; and so from head to tail not excepting his fins, which 
were too long or too short, too wide or too narrow, or too 
far apart or too close together. Some would have him a 
salmon trout, and others would not let him be a trout at all, 
and still others said he was a salmon, and nothing else. And 
in this manner was this correct subject of the painter's study 
criticized, because he happened, like the Belgian Giant or 
Daddy Lambert, to grow higher or broader, grosser or coa'^er 
than the rest of his species. If a pike in his youthful days must 
be called a pickerel, in manhood a pike, and when in larger 
waters he enlarges in size, or increases in age, a muskellunge ; 
why should not the trout or basee be called by some other name 
when he comes to manhood or full size? The same in 
regard to the salmon ; when young, he has some half dozen 
names, such as parr, grilse, smelt, smolt, pink, &c. With 
equal propriety we might call our own species by different 
names in diflerent stages of growth and forms of development. 

o__.i 1 — i_. '-iplify instead of mystify, and avoid 

les that only serve to mislead those 
ve at just conclusions. But to our 

>n of the muskellunge is taken from 
ody cylindrical, elongate, somewhat 
small, orbicular, ascending on the 
)f the head smooth; snout broad, 
ead covered with numerous pores on 
1 oblong cavity between the orbit?* ; 
i row of small recurved teeth in the 
and lower jaw ; sides of the lower 
t teeth ; bonds of small teeth on tlic 
rios of minute teeth on the bronchial 
vith asperities on its base ; bronchial 
fin with twenty rays, of which the 
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first five are applied closely to the base of the sixth ; anal 
similar in shape, with its first four rays similarly applied to the 
fiith ; pectorals small ; veotral on the middle of the body, and 
small ; caudal large, lamellated with rounded lobes. 

Color. — Deep greemsh brown ; darker on the back ; pale on 
the sides, with numerous rounded, distinct, pale yellow o) 
greyish spots on the sides. These spots vary in size from two 
to three-tenths of an inch in diameter ; they become occasion- 
ally confluent. Each scale has a bright quadrate q)ot, which 
reflects brilliant metallic tints of various colors. Length one to 
three feet. 

Like the smaller denominations of his tribe his propensities 
are shark-like ; he feeds, fattens on, and makes prey of every- 
thing that comes in his way ; he is in no respect an epicurean, 
but seems ready to dine, breakfast, or lunch, whenever invited 
out. A slice of pork, a bundle of worms, the entrails of a 
fowl, a frog, the part of a fish, or a whole one, he is not 
particular, if his capacious jaws can be extended wide enough. 
A piece of beef, an artificial tin squid, or a spoon bait, is suf- 
ficient to tempt him to bite. You may fish for him as for a 
smaller pike, only be sure that your tackle is strong in propor- 
tion to the size of your game. In the larger lakes a good size 
cod line is not too large, nor the largest cod hook too small to 
attach a bait of sufficient size to suit his extended jaw and fill 
his capacious maw. In smaller lakes your tackle should be 
proportionally light. His snccessfid capture requires the 
utmost vigilance, and sometimes the most extreme exertion of 
the physical power of the angler. With a stifif breeze npon a 
large lake, with the waves running high, one can readily imagine 
himself fishing upon the ocean, and as far as the exercise and 
excitement is conoeraed, be really as much benefited. He is 

considered one of the be«t fifth for tha tablA that inhfthita tliA 

weitem waters. 




Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THX CAT riSH. 
PiwuUdua Catut. 



This aquatic famfly is as large as any that cornea under the 
notice of the naturalist or the pleasure or displeasure of the 
regular angler. There are eleven difierent species described in 
the Natural Hirtory of the State of New York. They are a 
bottom fish, and like the eel, are tenants alike of the emallest 
pond, the largest river, and the mighty ocean. They occur in 
most of the fresh water streams and ponds from Maine to 
Florida, and vary in size from six inches in length to the 
untold length and weight of the ponderous inhabitant of the 
mighty Mississippi, or the " Almi^^ty Ocean." 

In some parts of the country they are found of superior 
flavor, and highly prized as an article of food, and in other 
places they are not respected either by the hook or the cook, 
and are only used as bait to catch their more highly prized 
brethren. 

Dr. Dekay says of the brown cat fish (Pimelodus Pullus), 
" This is very common in Lake Pleasant, Lake Janet, and 
many of the other lakes in the northern districts of the State of 
New York. There are many varieties in its markings, and it 
occasionally exceeds a foot in length. Its principal use in 
these regions appears to be to serve as a bait for lake trout." 

COMMON CAT FISH. 

Color. — Dusky, with a deeper shade on the back and sum- 
mit of the head; aides of the head with a greenish tint; 
cupreous on the sides ; abdomen pearl grey ; fins dusky. After 
death from infiltration, some of the fins become tinged with 
red ; irides white. — Dekay. 
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This U one of the most common species, and makes its ap- 
pearance in market in the first days of April. A peculiarity 
connected with this species, and perhaps with others of the 
same &mily, is that it occasionally appears without any ventral 
fins. I have seen two thus deprived of these fins, and thus 
furnished a naturalist with an opportunity of forming a new 
genus — Pimapteru9, The specimen thus defective agreed in 
every respect to the minutest particular with the species above 
described, so that I am induced to conclude that it was entirely 
accidental. 

THE GKBAT LAEB CAT FISH. — Pimelodua Nigricans. 

Characteristica. — Large ; deep olive brown ; caudal forked ; 
anal fin with twenty-five or twenty-six rays ; length two to 
four feet. 

Color. — Greneral hue olive brown ; the upper part of the head 
and cheeks bluish ; the sides of the body towards the tail, ash 
white, with occasional large confluent black spots; a tew 
ixregular distant round spots on the upper part of the body ; 
upper lip maculated with black; all beneath bluish white, 
varied with darker ; base of the ventrab and pectorals whitish ; 
pupil black ; iridee varied with blackish and golden. 

I have seen them weighing fi'om twentv-five to thirtv pounds, 
and have heard of others that reachi 
pounds. 

Those who wish to capture the C8 
river, or lake, need not be particular ai 
ance of their tackle, provided it be sti 
fish to land. Of course the hooks and 
hand lines, although some prefer the re 
tion to the size of fish expected. Woi 
pieces of fish, if cast within his reach 
the common cat fish firom his slimy be 
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An esteemed friend who would infinitely prefer the capture 
of a aingle trout or black baaee, to the taking of a cart-load of 
cat fish, thus discourseth of his first and last lake cat fish. 

" I have taken the cat fish but once, and on that occasion 
used- a long, strong hand line, heavy sinker, and No. 1 Lime- 
rick salmon hook. I baited, as one would a mouse trap, with 
a bit of toasted cheese. I fished at night, and the result of thii 
scientific procedure was a cat fish weighing seventeen and a 
half pounds. My ambition was satisfied. I have never 
repeated the experiment. A great many are taken by the dock 
fishers at night in this manner from the wharves (Detroit). 
The baits are toasted cheese, chicken guts, and raw liver, or 
beef. The latter, impregnated with asafoetida, is said by the 
knowing ones to be the best of the lot. These fish suck the 
bait in, rather than bite, giving a tremulous motion or series 
of little jerks to the line, much in the way an eel takes the bait. 
They are vigorous, exceedingly tenacious of life, and when 
« \aiA tn fhA \»nA* ^AnntA thAif Satisfaction by frequent groans 
> since whilst basse fishing (fix>m 
ringwelPs, three miles below the 
d, he took a cat fish weighing 
live minnow, on a single gut; 
man caught several others of as 
V, by casting in very deep water 
I the bottom. 

>erienced cook the lake cat fish 
Is! It should be parboiled to 
d roasted ' k la dindon.'" 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THB BLAOX TROUT. 

Tms fiflh, found in meet of the Southern etatet, i> a trout by 
name, and perhaps by nature, but not in appearance, being very 
unlike the beautiful, bright sided, red q)otted, lovely creature of 
the North. He is not noticed by any of our ichthyologists, 
but is 'classed by experienced anglers with the perch family, 
where he no doubt properly belongs. In appearance, nature, 
and habits, he is similar to the black basse of the Northern 
streams and lakes, and by some amateurs in the art is believed 
to be the same. Like other species of which we discourse, he 
varies considerably in the different latitudes m which he is 
found, and in some parts is called by different names. His 
general color is dark on the back running into white on the 
belly ; the fins are of the same shape, and disposed similar to those 
of the black basse. ^'^ ***" * '-•«~» *»«-'* ««'i -««•«;**..« mrv.i*k 
and like many other 
jaw. When boiled 
the color of his fle 
of the halibut If 
from his element he 

The black trout c 
April, and continue 
and August they ar 
beds. But in SepU 
for a bite (at which 
sought after. They 
about logs and lily i 
deep) with the min 
" a dainty dish for tl 
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a anudl species of fish, which, when well secured to the hook, 
is a killing baiu They bite only when the water is clear ; at 
all other times, whether from defect of vision, or from fi»ar, 
they cannot be persoaded to bite, but remain 

*• In muMf meditatioB, (kncy flree.** 

A small size basse rod, with light basse tackle, is a good 
outfit, and will enable the angler to capture him provided he 
also take with him the usual skill and patience required in the 
game fish of the same name at the north. 

There is another mode of taking this fish. A fly made upon 
a good sized salmon hook dressed with red and white flannel 
or feathers, is attached to a ^ort line and southern reed pole, 
with which it is cast and whipped to and fro upon the water. 
A good rod, and reel with 50 to 100 yards of line, although 
not much used, should always accompany the angler, and 
indeed is not only a convenient, but a necessary appendage in 
the full enjoyment of a refined sport. The black trout is well 
flavored, but like most other fish, his character is in the hands 
and at the mercy of the cooks. 




r^ V 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

XAOXBKBL. 



Thi8 world-ieaowned fiah, althouj^ not maoh sought after 
by sportBmen, deflenreta higher place in the catalogue of hooked 
fiahes, than he has usually received. He is in all respects a 
game fish, and the only reason why he does not receive more 
attention from anglers than others of his race is because he 
prefers to remain outside on the coast, instead of running up 
the bays and rivers. The fishermen who make it their business 
to take him for a living, and the means of a living, delight to 
tell of his activity and beauty, and he is certainly worthy of all 

praise in these req^ects, "-"" -•— i--i_ /•._ i__._ i. 

He is undoubtedly the I 
worthy of the title he 
the sea. 

Great preparations ar 
of the mackerel, which 
those who are fond of s 
take a smack and go tc 
salt who knows the whi 
in most abundance aloo 
Sandy Hook, New Y 
taken in immense quai 
four quarters of the glo 
234,039 barrels were ta 
in size firom fifteen to t^ 
about I of an inch thick 
feet long. 

The hook generally i 
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aboat the nune axe mb No. Limerick salmon, but of the kiihy 
pattern, quite stoat, much smaller, and narrow in the bend. 
Othon pzeier a straight short bend, black fish hook. They 
love the bright and beautifol, and all the bait neoeeeary for 
their speedy and certain capture is a small piece of red cloth or 
flannel, firmly tied to the hook. Like the blue fish they can 
also be easily taken with a tin squid, or, as fishermaa call it, a 
jig ; this is made by running a small pieoe of blook-tin of an 
oblong form on a long shanked hook and skittering or trolling 
it about in the water. The sport is preferable to that of cod 
fishing, and is highly relished by those who hare onoe tried it. 
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CHAPTER XXVm. 

THB BUrVALO, 
CSilMlMMt B^tmim, 

Is a imgQlar looking fiali with an odd name, having his abid- 
ing place in the watera of the MisaiflBippi, Ohio, and many 
other of oar western rivers. 

In appearance he somewhat reaemblee the porgy of salt 
water, ezo^t that he is much thicker through the body. The 
formation of his month is similar to that of the common fresh 
water sucker. In color we would liken him to the salt water 
sheepshead, being of dull silvery and smutty hue. Ii!e varies 
in size from one to four feet in length, although he is sometimes 
taken of much larger dimensions. 

Mr. Flint, in his History of the Mississippi Valley, describes 
the several different species as follows : 

" Catoetomus Niger, Black Bufialo fish, found in the lower 
waters of the Ohio, and in the waters of the MississippL Some- 
times weighs fif^ pounds." 

•' Catottomiu Babulut, brown Bufl&lo Fish.-^One of the best 
fishes in the western waters, and found in all of them. Length 
from two to three feet, and weig^iing from ten to thirty pounds. 

" Bufialo Carp Sucker. Found on the lower waters of the 

Ohio ; vulgar name, BuffiJo Perch: or- '"^ '- ' — '*- ^ ' 

the best fishes for the table." 

The Bufifalo is not a game fish, and 
an object of sport with the scientific 
is much sought after with the hook an 
commodity in the markets of many oi 
cities and towns. 

The requirements for taking him ar 
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to quality. A line about the size of an ordinary Black fish 
(Tautog) line is sufficiently strong to land him. To this should 
be attached a stout kirby or round bent hook of about the size 
of No. 1, sahnon, with a sinker of sufficient weight to niit the 
current of the water and take your bait to the bottom, and you 
are rigged. Except with your bait; and what shall that be ? 
Nothing that is used or heard of in the capture of others of the 
finny tribe. To attract him then, you are to take some soft 
cheese and raw cotton, and work them thoroughly together. 
Bait with a piece of such a size as you think will suit his fancy and 
cast into the water, and you will hardly fiul to hook a Bufialo. 
He is prepared in various ways for uble use, and makes a 
fjEur dish for a hungry man, but not such an one as would suit 
the fastidious epicure. 
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CHAPTER XXEL 

f LUXB, PLAIOB, TUKBOTt &0. 



Thbsb flat fiiends of oura are to the eeientifio iportanaii 
'* stale and unprofitable" as regards their game qualities, bat 
make aboat as good a dish as the angler could wish, after a 
few hours' exercise with squid and line, or rod and reel, on the 
ocean's breezy shore. This class of fish belong to the univer- 
sal flounder family, and to the untutored eye appear precisely 
the same, except being of larger size. 

The fish called in some parts of the country the Plaice, is taken 
mostly along the white shelving shores of the ocean, fi-om Maine 
to Florida. The species known by the same name to the in- 
habitants along the coast near Shrewsbury, N. J., is, accordiug 
to Dr. De Kay, related to the general tribe of Flounder, and is 
called the Oblong Flounder — Platessa Ohlonga. 

CharacterUtUs. — ^< Oblong, smooth, nearly uniform brown ; 
occasionally with spots. Caudal fin angulated. Length fifteen 
to twenty inches. 

'* Color, dark olive-greeu, with somewhat lighter spots on the 
head and body ; theae spots are occasio"**"*' /i;oti««» knt /vfV/^nA* 
with no vestige of them. Dorsal, a 
tinged with sanguineous. The pectora 
under side reddish ; above, dark olive, 
chial membrane bright olive. The I 
fiunt blush of pink. Interior of the n 
black ; iridee yellow." 

The Ichthyological description is h 
many of our friends aright, and enabU 
of their pleasure by their right names. 

It is during the summer season, wl 
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are plenty, and anglen seek the cool retreat of the aea-flhon 
at Shrewsbury and other places, that these fish are mostly taken. 
There the sportsman, standing with his rod in hand or his line 
and squid thrown over his arm, occasionally casting and draw- 
ing, and when he hopes to take a ten pound Basse, he is obliged 
often to be satisfied with the more humble flounder. 

Hope reigns for ever in the angler*! breast, 
Be never is, but always to be blesL 
His largest fish lies hidden in the deep, 
0(ten he talces him in his dreamy sleop ; 
Bat walces, and opes his ever eager eyes, 
And finds tlie game Is yet to be his prise. 
The liveliest fish that weighs a poond or two, 
Is small to that within his &ney*s view ; 
Ten pounds, at least, he always hopes to reach, 
And land his scaly friend npon the beach. 

Those who wish to fish for him, may take him with the above 
description of tackle, with crab and killy bait, on good sized 
kirby or Limerick hook, say about No. 1, or 2, salmon, is 
necessary. Bait with a good sized piece of crab or a killy, and 
when the tide is coming in you will not fail to catch many of 
them, and may be a mess of Blue Fish, and perhaps, if good 
luck favor you, a ten pound Basse. When you fish for him by 
casting firom the shore, after feeling a bite, you should run 
straight back on the shore and draw your prize out as quickly 
as possible. Should you be using the rod, after striking your 
game, you must take a backward march, keeping the point of 
your rod down ; otherwise, if your fish be a heavy one, your top 
will stand a poor chance. 

The fish taken in our bays and rivers, called by our friends 
the Fluke, is not described by naturalists as a qiecies distinct 
from the flounder. Where the cognomen Fluke originated, is 
not known. Dr. Dekay speaks of a kind denominated the 
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Ruiif Dah — Plateasa Ferruginea, which comes very near to 
that known as the fluke. 

" Characteri8tic9 —With nnmerons minate rusty spots over 
the body ; Dextral. A series of four white distinct rounded 
spots along the dorsal and abdominal outline : length twelve to 
twenty inches." 

** Color. — Head and body greenish, with numerous irregular, 
crowded, chocolate or rust-colored spots, giving a rusty hue to 
the animal. These spots appear to be confined to the body 
alone, not extending over the fins. A series of four or five dis- 
tant obscure rounded spots appear along the dorsal, and a simi- 
lar series along the abdominal outline. When held up to the 
light, these spots are deep black, and the whole body pellucid. 
Beneath, white, except the lower margins." 

The angler will often, when fishing in deep water for basse, 
be favored instead with a bite fi-om one of these, which will 
weigh three or four pounds. When fishing with a rod, if you 
chance to hook a Dab, you should, after reeling him well up 
(if he be of good size), take hold of your line and lift him into 
your boat, otherwise he may give a flap of his broad white belly 
and break the top of your rod, as often happens to the inexpe- 
rienced. Very often in reeling in or drawing up the line, you 
will hook one of these fellows in the belly or near the tail. In this 
case, having the advantage, he will give you some play, and cause 
you to mistake him for something of more grit. Should you get 
on ground where you can catch nothing else, take ofl'your light 
basse tackle and put on good sized black fish hooks, on twisted 
gut. 

Another description callc 
culatut, firom twelve to eigh 

It is called also the S^ot 
coast of Massachusetts, says 
Turbot, fi-om which, howev 
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absoDoe of the numerooB toberoles on the colored mdt, whiefa 
oharacterize that speciee. 

" Color. — Dark olive brown above, with rounded deep choeo* 
late brown spots on the body, becoming larger behind, and 
oblong on the fins ; are rather of a lighter color than the body. 
When held ap to the light, the whole animal is diaphanous, 
showing the position of the viscera in the abdominal cavity. 
The under side of the usual bluish white." It has been known 
to wei|^ twenty pounds. It is sometimes caUed the Watery 
Flounder, and more frequently the Sand FUmnder. 

All of this singular looking flat fiunily are delicious in quality 
for the table, and worthy the anglei's toil. They are best when 
fried in flour and butter, and give entire satis&ction to the 
loveiB of pan-fish. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

TBI SUOKIK. 
(CaiotUmmt,) 

The generality of the tiibe are not of moeh importance 
to the angler, as they do not often bite at the baited hook. 
There are, however, some deecriptions that will take the hook 
readily. Dr. Dekay mentions fifteen different species belonging 
to this family. Those which will not bite, are either taken in 
nets, speared, or noosed with a wire. They inhabit all onr 
fresh water places, from the smallest brook to the largest lake. 
They are called in difierent parts of the country by the varioos 
names of Mullet, Barbel, Dace, Slq. A particular reason for 
giving them a place here is, that they may get a proper classifi- 
cation by the angler as well as ichthyologist 

" Common Sucker. Catostomus Communio, Characteris- 
tics — body long, rounded, and tapering; caudal fin lunate, 
almost furcate : length 12 to 14 inches. 

" Color. — Head dark green above, verging to black. Cheeks 
bronze and golden. Body above dark purplish, with pink and 
metallic tints on the body, frequently of a resplendent golden 
hue, extending over the abdomen ; beneath white. Pectoral, 
ventral, and anal, orange-colored ; dorsal, light brown ; caudal, 
deep brownish or blackish ; iridee varied with brown and white." 

No attempts of the fisher with any description of bait have 
succeeded in getting him to bite. His ingenious and never- 
tiring pursuer, however, contrives to get him on the table, where 
he finds much favor, by the means of a v 
small spear made firom a large size Cod 
the purpose, and secured into an ash pc 
nare afier the following manner : To 
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rod fiutea a short line, to be kept fltrmi^t by a hecTf rinker, 
heavier or lighter according to the force of the stream ; make 
the noose or snare of fine wire, and abont 6 inches diameter 
when open or set, which should be a circle, and attach to the 
lower end of the sinker ; thos equipped, lower the snare into the 
water, a few feet above the fish to be caught, and alowly move 
it down the stream, passing it over the head, and jerk quickly 
as soon as it passes the gills. I have frequently caught snoken 
by the above method, weighing from 1 lb. to 1^, in the various 
small streams running into the Hudson river, particularly in 
Dutchess county. N. B. Annealed iron wire should be used for 
the snare, as those made of brass are apt to startle the fish. 

The Oneida Sucker, CatawUmuu Oneida, is somewhat simi- 
lar in description, and taken by those who like him in a similar 
manner. 

** Characteristiet. — ^Back gibbous, with two short snb-spinoue 
ravs to the dorsal fin. head smooth, with numerous mncoos 

own above; lighter on the ades, 
in lake Oneida, where it is called 

owtomus Tubereuiatua.^TinB little 
e streams throughout the country, 
les as he has relations. He does 
ut will bite at a baited hook, and 
appellations more properiy belong- 
Df the tribe. 

short and thick, caudal lunate; 
!h side of the snout. Length seven 

ve green. Back and sides of the 
id golden reflections; sides tinged 
wish, with a faint flesh color. Anal 
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fin dark biacAibu:brown, the caudal rather lighter ; the remain- 
ing fins light oliyaceous. Base of the pectorals flesh-colored." 

*' The Homed Sucker is commoD in most of the fresh-watet 
streams of the state of New York, and is also found in Nevi 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylyania. It is known under the yarious popular names of Bar- 
^. Dace, a«id Homed Daet. It is considered by many as well 
wasted, 4nd begins to bite about the middle of April. Dr. 
3torer ha^ described a specimen fourteen' inches long, which is 
anusually large." 

The tackle required is the same as that used for trout or 
^erch. The bait mostly used is worms. 

Another larger and more beautiful species described by Dr. 
Dekay is called the Mullet Sucker, Catostamtu Aureolut, 

** CharaeterUticB. — ^With four or fiye longitudinal stripes. 
Anal extending beyond the base of the caudal fin, which is fur- 
cate. Length twelve to eighteen inches. 

- Color. — Greenish above, with metallic greenish reflection 
when viewed in certain lights, sides lighter, with the same me- 
tallic reflections; beneath white. About five dusky obsolete 
longitudinal lines on each side above ; the superior pair arising 
from the dorsal fin, diverging and then uniting beyond the neck ; 
gill-covers with metallic brassy reflections. Upper part of the 
head and snout bluish brown ; pectorals, ventrals, and anaU. 
tinged with reddish; dorsal and caudal bluish brown; iride^ 
golden, varied with white." 

"The specimen described above was one of the largest 
dimensions. It is very indifierent food. It is very common in 
Lake Erie, and at Buffiilo passes under the various names t>f 
Mullet, Golden Mtdlet, and Bed Horse, In August and Sep- 
tember I observed them to be full of worms. The dusky lon- 
gitudinal lines, which are distinctly visible in 1* 
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fish, disappear almost immediately after death. It is a Tery 
beautiful and distinct species." 

This fellow may not live altogether by suction, as he is known 
to contain worms. A hook baited with worm would then be 
a sufficient inducement to make him bite. Should you wish 
to take him, use a Limerick salmon hook. No. 5, attached 
to stout trout tackle, or spear him or noose, which you 
will. 

A description called the Black Sucker, length about 13 inches, 
is taken in Lake Erie, and at Walpole, Mass.,. where, says 
Dekay, it is frequently called by the whimsical name of Shoe- 
maker, probably in allusion to its being something of the color 
of shoemaker's pitch. In the western rivers also, there is a 
variety of the Sucker family, some of which bite readily at the 
hook, and are also of superior quality for the table. 

The Kentucky sucker, Catottomtu Fluxnonu, is a fine fish, 
varying in size from 6 to 12 inches in length, and bites readily 
at the worm baited hook. 

The Pittsburgh sucker, Catostomu9 I>uqtt€9ni, grows much 
larger, and is found in the Ohio river near Pittsburgh ; length 
from fifteen to twenty-four inches. 

A very pretty fish called the red tail sucker, Cato9t(fmu9 Etry- 
tarus, is taken in some of the western rivers. In some places 
he is called the Red horse. He is a lively fish, takes the book 
freely, and is by some sportsmen considered game. Length 
about 12 inches. 

There are two other descriptions of this family taken in the 
Ohio River. The Long Sucker, Catastomus Elongatus, a fine 
^'en to twenty inches in length, and the Ohio 
ph from one to three feet. The Carp sucker 
baited hook, and afibrds some sport. In the 
irts of the streams, at certain seasons, he is 
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taken in large qoantities by spearing. They are both highly 
prized for the table, when properly boiled or fried. 

In the Delaware river is found a kind known by the name of 
the Large Scaled Sucker. He ia mmilar in appearance to 
others of the q>ecie8, except that he has larger scales. Some 
of the members of this large family are highly esteemed as food, 
and others might be, if properly cooked. They are undoubt- 
edly placed in the fresh water streams, where the monsters rove 
not, for the use and benefit of man, and not made, as some 
others of the tribe are, to fatten on their own species. The 
most sport is had by spearing them, both in lakes, ponds, and 
rivers. 
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** A little learning Is a dangeroiu thing** 

But what is here set doMrn, althoDgh it may not seem of 
much importance to those unaccustomed to lig their own tackle, 
may at some future time, and when they least expect it, be 
made available. " Accidents will happen in the bestVegulated 
families/' and so will they to the angler, be he ever so careful. 
When the tackle maker is not near by to assist, how to help 
oneself may be a secret worth knowing. 

To tie or whip a hook to Gut or Line. — ^Prepare, by waxing 

with shoemaker's wax, a piece of strong silk or thread : take 

your hook in your left hand between your thumb and forefinger, 

about as high up as the point of the barb or a little higher, as 

you may fancy ; place the end of your silk under your thumb, 

take three or four random but firm turns around the shank of 

.1^ t i •' Qy reach the end (for the purpose of prevent- 

l cut by the hook, and moreover that your got 

without the possibility of coming off) ; now 

line (the inside of the hook, up) on to this 

it with the end of the thumb, and commence 

nd firmly and closely, occasionally pressing the 

m even ; continue this operation until you get 

four turns of the finishing point ; in order to 

[ive three loose turns, then insert the end of 

them, and drawing it through, you have a 

called the hidden knot. Another method of 

ou have arrived at the fastening point, is to 

ree half hitch knots: this is done by paasiog 
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the end under one turn of the silk, making a loop, and drawing 
it down. The hidden knot is the better and most secure mode. 

To repair a broken joint. — Should you be so unfortunate as 
to break a top or joint, which misfortune, brother angler, has 
happened to many a more careful and scientific sportsman be- 
fore you — ^proceed in this manner. Take your two broken 
parts, and with your knife, or a plane if you can get one, 
smooth down each part in an oblique direction, fitting them 
closely together, and rubbing some shoemaker's wax on to the 
parft to make them stick ; now take a long length of waxed 
thread or eilk and wind it around, similar to the commencement 
oi hook-tying, merely to keep the parts together, continuing it 
a little beyond the extreme end of the fracture ; then carefully 
and firmly whip it evenly around until you pass the other end of 
the fracture : here halt, and wind the three last turns on the fore- 
finger of the left hand, extended for that pilrpose ; now pass the 
end of the silk or thread under the windings, carefully drawing 
out your finger, and pull it through, and you haye the hidden or 
inrerted knot, as before described. Be careful in finishing, see 
that your thread does not get loose, and your whippings are 
firm and even. In all cases of winding, see that your silk is 
well waxed. Some take a small piece of wax and rub it evenly 
over their hook or rod windings, whi-^ '"''^- 
security. 

To splice a rod properly at home, v 
thing you desire, the parts should be se 
afterwards filed down evenly with 
then be well glued, and left to dry I 
neatly after winding, take a round, s 
bone and rub down the surface of the tl 
or two of thin varnish. 
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Thb fin of a trout or other small fish is sacceaBfally used in 
Bome parts of Pennsylvania, for taking the trout. It is used b> 
casting and drawing, similar to roving with a minnow, of in 
the manner of throwing the fly. 

The fleshy part of the shell-fish called the Horsefoot is much 
used in some parts of Long Island, and considored an eloellent 
bait for Black fish. 

Night fly-fishing is much practised in the northern part of the 
state of New York. The fly used is of light color if the night 
be dark, but if moonlight, any of the ordinary colors answers the 
purpose. Those who follow this method say that they bring 
out the older and larger members of the family, who are not so 
imprudent as to venture out when anglers with rods are seen 
walking about. 

The Horse Mackerel, or small blue fish, is for all salt-wate 
fish a most excellent bait. In swift water use the tail, leaving 
the fin on. 

A simple but ingenious way of taking pickerel, when the> 
won't bite, as practised in some parts of the country, is with a 
running noose of fine brass wire. This, fastened to the end of 
a stick, is sUly slipped under and around the body of the fish, 
when, with a jerk, he is snared and secured, and brought stnig- 
glmg to land, fairly lassoed. This may not be called taking 
tliom with a hook, but is certainly an ingenious mode of hook' 
fish. 
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Frogs, as bait for Pike, are mach used in some parts of the 
country. They are generally employed as live bait, by passing 
the hook through the skin of the back or belly. Some use the 
double Limerick Pickerel hook, attached to brass wire, making 
a hole through the skin of the back or belly with a baiting 
needle, and fastening it with thread to prevent its getting out of 
place ; others pass the hook through the lip of the frog, and 
some again through the back muscle of the hind legs, and then 
tie up the limbs to conceal the hooks. They are mostly used 
on the top of the water (still-fishing, or trolling). When em- 
ployed in mid water, or near bottom with a float, it will be 
necessary to use a good size sinker, or a few large shot, to keep 
them down. In all cases, in live bait angling, they should be 
allowed to come to the top occasionally for air ; but not quite 
as long as the Virginia abstractionist, as related in the N. Y. 
Spirit of the Times, who, using an insufficient weight, or giviiig 
his line too much freedom, found, after fishing all the mommg 
without a bite (whilst taking a Inie at his 12 o'clock lunch), 
his VMritftblfi bftit sittin'* '^'' " " *' " **»* /%T«^i%ai^a l/\<%lrinnp »t lii*** 
Frogs are very tenacioi 
doing them very little 
fully used in trolling, a 
on the double or smgl 
whole list of pike baits 

The gentler sex in tl 
are becommg captivat 
of angling. In some 
many ladies that can t 
grace as those that are 

An artificial bait cal 
a number of years in I 
some of our sportsmen^ 
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ance it is aimilar to a eaterpfllar ; the body is composed of 
ooaree thread windings, finished orer with the most gaudy silk 
colors, and wound with silver tinsel ; the hooks, numbering 
seven, are arranged according to the usual minnow rigging ; the 
tail is composed of tin or bright metal, split up or bent at an 
angle, to insure swift spinning. They are made strong and 
durable, and their cost is trifling : they are worth a trial. 



An odd looking hook, and to make a home-ly expression, 
odd as the angler's notion, is used at Baltimore, Md., and 
vicinity, called by some tlie C«ipt. Jack Thomas hook, but mora 
generally known as the Chestertown pattern. The artist has 
endeavored to give a proper representation, see page 308, which, 
by a careful examination, may, to an experienced eye, appear 
sufficiently explicit. It is considered a very sure hook, the 
advantages being its singular shape, narrow bend, and low 
point. It is highly approved of by some of the fraternity at 
New York for black fish angling. 



Care ef Rods. — ^When the fishing season is over, this < 
tial implement of equipment should not be thrown carelessly by, 
but be cleaned, nicely oiled, and put away in a cool place, 
in readiness for the next campaign. The best of wood that a 
rod can be composed of, even though it be kiln-dried, if expos- 
ed a length of time in a dry atmosphere will shrink some, caui> 
ing the ferules and guides to become loose. A moist atmo- 
sphere is preferable to a dry one. When rods that have not the 
ends covered where the joints are put together, become by a 
day's service swelled and difficult to separate, hold the ferule 
over a candle or lighted paper until it become sufficiently hot 

) moisture, and the parts can be easily separated. 

[lis annoyance, occasionally oil the wooden part 

to the socket. 
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PreBervation and care of Lines. — ^M any adepts in the art 
are careless and neglectful of their lines, often leaving them 
(when soaked with water) on their reels, in which wet state, if 
they long continue, they are apt to mildew and rot. Every line, 
immediately after being used, should be run off from the reel 
and laid out freely, or stretched on pegs to dry. Should they 
have been lying by for any length of time, they should be 
thoroughly examined and tried in every part before used. Lines 
will chafe and fray out by constant wear, and many large fish 
are often lost by carelessness in these small but important 
matters. 

The scientific and graceful art of throwing the artificial fly is 
a beautiful accomplishment, but not so difficult as is generally 
imagined. In the months of May and June, the raft and lum- 
bermen ft-om the Delaware and rivers of Pennsylvania, are seen 
in the fishing-tackle stores of New York, selectmg with the eyes 
of professors and connoisseurs the red, black, and grey hackle 
flies, which they use with astonishing dexterity on the wooded 
streams of their mountain homes. Those, therefore, who have 
never tried this method of fishing, with such untutored examples 
before them, should make a little eflbrt towards the successful 
practice of this branch of the art. 

A feeling Angler. — A New Hamnshire fiahftrman occaidon. 
ally when in need of amusement fo 
of fresh fish for breakfast, takes a bh 
bark in his left hand, and goes dowi 
at the time when the fishes dream, a 
quantity of Trout and Perch, with hi 
feeling propensities by his lighted toi 
with his stolen property. 
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A Mr. Oliver, an experienced 6y-fisher of England, con« 
trary to the opinion of many of his brethren, does not believe in 
examining the stomach of a Trout to find the succeeefLi fly : he 
says — f* I have often known a red hackle or a dun fly take trout 
when they would not look at either the artificial or natural 
May-fly, though hundreds of the latter were at the time skim- 
ming the surface of the water. No directions for fly-fishiDg are 
better than the following rh}rme : — 

*' A brown red fly at morning grey, 
A darker dun in cle&rer day ; 
When sammer ruins have swelled the flood 
The hackle red and worm are good ; 
At eve when twilight shades prevail, 
Try the hackle white and snail ; 
Be mindfUl aye your fly to throw, 
Light as falls the flaky snow." 

In some parts of Pennsylvania, a fly called the Professor is used 
tade on a number 4 Trout hook, and 
ellow worsted or silk body, and a 



be northern part of the state of New 
ften in favor. Rad body, red wing, 
the grey drake, with grey wings, and 
;o the appearance of a worm, is also 
d places. 

capricious in their tastes, and there 
esires or fancies, any more than for 
the angler who pursues them. The 
red, and if plain bread (red Hackle) 
with pliun pudding, a fly composed 
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In the St. John's riyor, Florida, a fine game fish called the 
Trout, bat belonging to the Perch family, is taken by trolling, 
or heaTing and hauling, with a piece of deer's tail. Like the 
common trout of the south they give great play, and afibrd the 
highest perfection of sport with the rod and reel. The striped 
Basse or Rock fish are also found along the coast, and in most 
of the streams runm'ng up therefrom. They are taken of large 
size, and are as active when hooked as those of the more 
northern latitudes. 

The most daring and exciting sport in the world that is called 
fishing, is the capture of the inhabitants of the " deep, deep sea." 
Of this description are Shark and Devil fishing. Psrties are 
made up in the hot summer months from the cities of the Atlan- 
tic coast, to take a shark or catch the devil. For shark fishing 
the nearest ship-chandler's store fiimishes the line, which should 
be a rope large and strong enough to hold him, and the nearest 
blacksmith'sshop will get ready to order a large hook and chain 
with swivel attached, sufficient tometimet to hold him. The 
hook is baited with a large piece of beef or pork, and thrown over- 
board from a good sized row boat. The line is fastened to the 
stem of the boat, which is propelled rapidly along by good 
oarsmen, until you get a bite. Any lover of oeean sport may 
imagine that when such an event happens, if the monster 
be well hooked, how many knots he will go an hour, what 
will be the course pursued, and what the amount of excitement. 

Catching the devil is practised by the sturdy, athletic sons of 
the south along the sea coast, but principally in Fort Royal 
Sound, near Beaufort, S. C. Great preparations are made 
when the devil fish, or ** Vampire of the Ocean," begins to school 
around the sound: large parties of strong men, in large and 
strong boats, with fi'om four to eight oars, big ropes of great 
length, long and strong harpoons, hatchets, muskets, rifles, &o.. 
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make up the party, and its equipments. These monsters of the 
deep are captured of inmiense size, measuring often from sixteen 
to thirty feet across the back. They wiL tow a party about for 
many miles, and often succeed in breaking away, after two or 
three houn* play. 

Our line of discourse on the different modes of taking the 
variety of the finny inhabitants might be extended ad infinitum, 
but the length already exceeds the design ; we shall, therefore, 
brother anglers, make a half-hitch here, to be extended per- 
haps more profitably and pleasantly on some other occasion. 
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